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Then, barely a month later, the International Magic Convention which
concluded a week long Festival of Magic. The Convention itself had
some top performances, plus lectures and many different events.
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Why do I cover conventions in Secrets magazine? You see, I meet
so many YMC members spending time at these events and I have
heard from them that they love to read about it all afterwards and
relive the fun. For those that have never been I try to bring a flavour of
conventions – something you may not have known - and introduce
you the world’s star names. As you get older you might enjoy
attending one or two, or even get the bug and get to as many as you
can! It is always a joy to see our members who, for the most part, excel
themselves and delight the adult magicians with their own advanced
magic skills. I hear many great compliments for The Magic Circle’s
Youth ‘program’ as the Americans and other overseas visitors call
YMC. So be proud of yourselves! Conventions happen all over the
country – in February there will be the massive one at Blackpool and
in March the more intimate Tyneside weekend; so there could be one
fairly near to where you live – and, of course, our own J-Day which is
a fabulous day especially arranged for all of you!
So.. I shall end this issue’s editorial the same way I began – by wishing
you all a very happy Christmas, Season’s Greetings and a magical
New Year from everyone on the YMC team!

All competitions, articles and letters should
be sent to the address above or e-mailed
to: mandy@TheMagicCircle.co.uk
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Cover Picture:

appy Christmas!
S e a s o n ’ s
Greetings! I can’t
believe another
year has gone
already! This issue completes
exactly ten years that I have been
Editor of Secrets. I don’t know
where the time went! Some of you
were barely born!
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There’s so much for me to report this
issue. When I was contacted by Objective
Productions to suggest a YMC member
to take part in the new TV series starring
Katherine Mills, the age and type of person
they described instantly made me think of
workshop regular James Llewellyn. You can read his account of the
day in the coming pages. It sounds like it was fun!
As I write this my mind is still buzzing with J-Day 2014 and, thankfully,
all the planning came together very successfully. I loved the bluff
when I said Troy could not be with us but, thanks to Marvin’s Magic,
he walked onto the stage. What a great moment! A full report is
in this issue but I do want to focus for a moment on Luis de Matos
who was our Celebrity Guest this year. It has taken three years of
negotiating dates with this busy star to finally get him to J-Day but
all I can say is – it was worth the wait!
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The South Tyneside
International Magic
Festival

T

he South Tyneside
International Magic
Festival Convention,
renowned as one of the
friendliest of its kind, will
return for three days of
lectures, dealers, close up
Michael F
sessions and Gala shows.
inney
The 2015 line-up will feature thirteen
performers from around the world, including
multi award-winners Michael Finney and
mentalist Satori.

Luis gave so much excellent advice in his presentation that
I just wish it was all written in a book. One thing that stood out
for me (probably because it supports what I have said to a lot of
you over the years) is the suggestion that all of us should watch
other performers – and not just magicians. Watching how standup comics work, how singers and bands handle their audiences,
the pure theatre of plays and musicals is all useful knowledge for
stage magicians. And for close-up workers, you should not only
watch other magicians but watch how other professionals exhibit
their special talents, including your science teachers at school
demonstrating experiments or television cooks showing their
techniques. Think about how they command your attention. Both
stage and close-up performers can learn so much from watching
actors – how they stand, how they move, how they speak, how they
make contact. Watch as much live entertainment as possible and
soak up all the knowledge that you can gain.

They’ll be joined by mind readers Atlas and
Looch and Luke Jermay, card experts John Carey
and Gordon Bruce, family magicians Russ Brown
and Dave Andrews, theatrical performer Kieron
Lefever and illusionists The Great Nardini, High
Jinx and Diamond and Jade.

It was my huge pleasure to award Callum McClure YMC Member of
the Year for 2014. A great workshop mentor, Callum is always there
when a need arises and willing to do anything. He is also great with
all the younger members who he helps and guides. Thanks Callum,
you’ve been brilliant!

Former Magic Circle Stage Magician of the Year,
John Archer, will also make an appearance and
is working alongside organisers, South Tyneside
Council, to help make this year’s event the best
yet.

And finally, my congratulations to Mandy on ten years of editing
Secrets. I know you all look forward to receiving this magazine six
times a year. When she told me about this anniversary, it made
me realise how long I have been on the YMC Team as I started
when Pete McCahon, Mandy’s predecessor, was still editing the
magazine. I love working with you all at workshops and hearing
from many of you that I do not even get to meet. Please do keep
in contact.

Tickets for the convention, which runs from
Friday March 13 to Sunday March 15, are available
now priced at £65 per person.
For more information, or to book, call 0191
4247986 or email events@southtyneside.gov.
uk. Further details can also be found at www.
southtynesidemagic.com

Kevin Doig Chairman
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YMC WORKSHOP DATES 2015
Saturday 24th January 2015 * Saturday 14th February 2015
Saturday 7th March 2015 *

Saturday 11th April 2015

Saturday 20th June 2015 *

Saturday 16th May 2015

Saturday 18th July 2015

Saturday 19th September 2015 J-Day auditions * Sunday 25th October 2015 J-Day
Saturday 28th November 2015 *
NB All dates with * are Ali Bongo show dates.
For members only. Workshop fee £8.00 paid on the day. Workshops will run from 11am - 4pm and will be held at
The Magic Circle HQ (address on page three). Be sure to bring packed lunch (drinks will be provided free), a deck
of cards, notebook and a pen as minimum requirements for the day. Please note: you must register in advance
each time and receive confirmation. Email: kevin.doig@tesco.net

YOUNG MAGICIAN OF THE YEAR 2015 – IS THAT YOU?

The greatest competition of all – for magicians between the ages
eighteen – will be taking place early next year! Those who intend of fourteen and
already rehearsing and getting their acts into shape – but there isto compete are
still time to do
that!
The closing date for entries will be 8th January 2015. Competitors
will
present a stage act no less than 8 minutes and no longer than 12be required to
minutes.
The heats, on Sunday 15th February, as well as the final on Sunda
y 29th March,
will be held at The Magic Circle.The final will consist of the best entran
eliminating rounds.There will be a competition entry fee of £25, whichts from the
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a
W
n
will not be
a
ti
Sebas
returnable.
All finalists will receive an engraved Magic Circle plaque. The Winne
r will receiv
Trophy and the title of “The Magic Circle Young Magician of the Year e the Derrick Speight
2015”
He or she will, on reaching the age of eighteen years, receive full
Memb
entrance fee and first four years’ subscription. In addition the Winne ership of The Magic Circle, with
r will receive the Irving Schneider
Travelling Scholarship to attend a magic course in the U.S.A.
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YOU TUBE- Jeff McBride
FRIEND OR FOE
Tips from a pro!

MAGIC & THE NEW MEDIA
Cyril Takyama, Marco Tempest, Criss Angel, David
Blaine, Derren Brown and so many other popular
magical entertainers have built major followings on
YouTube. If you plan a career in the art of magic, it is
essential you get friendly with the “ins and outs” of
this medium.

HOW DO YOU USE YOUTUBE?
The world of social media is expanding every day.
One of the quickest ways to expose yourself to the
world is to post clips on YouTube. Just because you
post a clip doesn’t necessarily mean people will
watch it. You must take time to promote your clips
in other areas of social media in hopes that they will
gain a larger audience. The objective of this short
essay on YouTube is to encourage you to ask lots of
questions. Many of your questions can be answered
if you use Google. There are many websites devoted
to tips and tricks for reaching larger audiences on
YouTube. Be sure to take time and explore these
various websites; some of the experts have great
information for you. Having videos on YouTube
will boost your search engine ranking, especially
when they are embedded on the home page of your
website.
Here is a website to start your exploration.
http://www.postplanner.com/become-youtubeexpert-13-brilliant-tutorials/

THE GOOD STUFF
YouTube is a great research tool. If you are working
on a magic effect you can see many performers

showing their particular routines. There is, however,
a danger here of falling in love with the script, moves
or routine of another performer. It might be very
tempting to copy exactly what you were watching
on YouTube. I’ve seen many performers make this
mistake - and they end up getting into arguments
over taking somebody else’s routine.
Some YouTube experts make millions, yes millions,
with their YouTube channels. Here is an article on
ten YouTube millionaires. Many of them are gamers
who are helping other gamers. Could one of you
reading this get inspired to help others? That seems
to be a way to success!
http://www.therichest.com/rich-list/world/10richest-self-made-youtube-millionaires/
Yes, YouTube is here to stay and it is helping many
magicians find new audiences. Yet there are a few
things to consider… it is NOT “all good!”

THE BAD STUFF
Exposure! The tutorials we see that expose other
people’s secrets are just wrong!
Exposure! Lay audiences can cruise the internet
and just see magic effect after magic illusion
revealed. This is a sad result of the easy access to
these videos. Lots of folks are exposing magic just
to get views on their websites.
Exposure! Yes, YouTube can be an amazing time
waster. Today, many people spend most of their
waking hours online. I caution you not to spend
too much time on the Internet and urge you to
spend more time practising your magic. The path to
greatness is in the rehearsal studio, not necessarily
in front of the computer screen. Often we start
out with noble intentions of watching a classic
magic clip, or keeping current on the popular magic
specials, but a few minutes later we’re watching car
crashes, skateboarders, then watching a tutorial on
how to talk to a giraffe! Okay, now everyone turn
off your computer and get back in front of the mirr time to practice!
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t o be co nt i n u ed

youtube logo courtesy of youtube (GOOGLE INC.)

T

oday there is a lot of
controversy
about
YouTube. Does it help or
hurt magicians? Working with YouTube is a double
edged sword for sure! Yet, to compete in today’s
economy, it is necessary to embrace this new
medium… but be very cautious because there are
dangers lurking on this pass.

ONE DAY IN THE LIFE OF...
THE INTERNATIONAL MAGIC CONVENTION!
by Sam Richards

Photos by Mandy Davis

Y

MC member Sam Richards was lucky enough
to visit, and take part in, the last day of the
International Magic Convention. We saw him
chosen as a volunteer by several magicians and their
reaction on asking him to shuffle packs of cards was
– total amazement as Sam gave a professional touch
to his riffles and his complicated cuts! Here is his
story of the day:

accepted the award and then we watched a video
about what Dynamo had achieved - but few people
knew that the day was about to take a large turn! As
the video progressed, Dynamo (in the video) started
to talk - not about anything related to himself but
about David. That is when Dynamo revealed the
big secret! The award was not actually to Dynamo!
Everyone had played a trick on David. The David
Berglas Award went to.... David Berglas himself for
all the legendary things he has achieved and for
inspiring us all! For this, he got a very large, very loud
standing ovation.

I walked into the 43rd international Magic convention
and immediately I felt very welcomed by my fellow
magicians. Everyone was treating me like they had
known me for years. The first event
of the day was Henry Evans’ brilliant
lecture that YMC were honoured
enough to have at J-Day. After this,
there was a small gap before the next
event which gave me enough time to
checkout the amazing dealers’ hall. It
was packed with a range of dealers
selling everything you could need for
your performances. When I finished
getting the magic I wanted, I headed
back towards the auditorium for
next part of the day - a mesmerising
close up show with Karl Hein, Jon
Armstrong, Henry Evans, Doc Eason,
Joe Barry and Bob Sheets. This was
presented by some of the funniest
people in magic - John Archer and his James Freedman, Dynamo, David Berglas, Andy Nyman, Noel Britten
co-host Mike Caveney. After this there
was a break for lunch - and then it was the inspiring The International Man of Mystery had been
Jim Steinmeyer who lectured for us. He showed us successfully fooled! David was gobsmacked!
simple magic, that we all knew, and changed it into This amazing event was followed by a jaw-dropping
easy yet very effective, powerful magic. Following interview with David by Andy Nyman.
this was another lecture, this time from the hilarious
Bob Sheets who taught us about bar magic and What a day! International, you’ve done it again!
threw in some extra comedy!
Then the part that was the Crown Jewel of the whole
day - The David Berglas Award! Everyone seemed
extra excited this year. The few who knew the
surprises that were about to come kept telling me
that it was a very special year. The award ceremony
started off with the legendary David Berglas telling
us that Dynamo had won the award and that he
would drop in soon. This was quite literal as, out
of the blue, someone fell from the ceiling, stood up
and, to everyone’s amazement, it was Dynamo! He

(Editor’s note: I think Sam went home after that
and had to miss the grand and superb Gala Show.
I attended several other events over the weekend
too. Doc Eason’s lecture and Jonathan Pendragon’s
show were amazing on Friday night as were the
Tom Mullica session and his Red Skelton show
on Saturday, which also starred the amazing Otis
Canelloni and Rod Laver. The close up magic in a real
bar worked well too! )
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Sam Richards with Bob Sheets
Tom Mullica as
Red Skelton

Henry Evans with YMC Members

Doc Eason

Jonathan Pendragon

Xavier Mortimer

Rod Laver

Jon Armstrong

Joe Barry

Karl Hein

Tom Mullica & Noel Brritten

Jim Steinmeyer
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Tina Lenert

Mike Caveney

Noel Britten

Jon Armstrong

John Archer

Allona

Doc Eason

Master Payne

Jonathan Pendragon

Xavier Mortimer

Karl Hein

Tom Mullica

Double Fantasy

Dynamo Receiving Award?

Mike Caveney

David Berglas Receiving Award!
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My day filming with

Katherine Mills

by James Llewellyn

mum’s face and the reaction of the camera crew.
I was a bit taken aback that sometimes we had
to repeat the same tricks again for the crew to
adjust their cameras. It was so different to live
stage magic, and it took a bit of getting used to,
but Katherine took it all in her stride.

James with Katherine

Mills

I’

ve grown
up loving
s h o w s
like “Help! My Supply Teacher is Magic”
so when I was asked to take part in the
filming of a new series “Mind Games” with
magician, and Member of The Magic Circle,
Katherine Mills I jumped at the chance. On
the morning of filming I was so nervous,
and I hadn’t slept a wink the night before,
but when we arrived we were met by one
of the producers, Steve, who soon put me
at ease. We had a coffee and then he took
us up to the filming location – the rooftop
terrace of a shopping centre overlooking St
Paul’s Cathedral. The moment I arrived I
saw all the cameras and sound equipment
and I couldn’t believe it was all for us!
Nerves started to get the better of me but
then I was told that my mum would be
filming with me too so that helped me get
through it (although I could see that she
was nervous also!).
Katherine was just amazing. She talked me
through the magic that we were going to
perform. She asked me if I’d brought along
my favourite teddy (a bit embarrassing but
my mum had brought along a teddy that
was bought for me even before I was born).
We then performed a trick where I guessed
under which box my mum had hidden my
teddy. As soon as I started performing
the tricks, I felt much more comfortable. I
enjoyed seeing the look of surprise on my

After performing the trick with the teddy and
the box we then took the trick to a whole new
level. With the help of Katherine, and the large
crew, we carried out a similar trick but on a
much larger scale - this time my mum hid the
teddy again - but not just under one of three
boxes. Katherine gave my mum the freedom
to hide the teddy ANYWHERE IN LONDON!
Later on, when we all set off to find the teddy,
there was a whole entourage - me, my mum,
Katherine and the whole crew following
behind. It was really difficult to try to pretend
that the cameras weren’t there, to just act
naturally and concentrate on the magic. I
was worrying so much that the trick would go
wrong and I would be letting so many people down.
I was totally exhausted at the end of the day. I learned such a
lot about TV magic and I certainly have a lot more respect now
for TV magicians. It made me realise that I prefer the thrill of a
live audience and the immediate effect of the magic - although it
was quite nice having the chance to retake a scene if you slipped
up on the patter, something that you can’t easily do on stage!
To anyone who gets a chance like this, I would say grab the
opportunity and don’t let nerves get in the way because,
afterwards, you’ll be so glad you did it; you learn loads and
have a lot of fun at the same time! I’m so grateful to Kevin Doig
for giving me this chance to try out TV magic and work with
Katherine Mills.

Filming “Mind Games”
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J-DAY !
Photos by Mark Hesketh-Jennings

This year’s J-Day was truly amazing! In previous times we have had guest stars
from France’s Boris Wild to Derren Brown and Dynamo but... hey, there were
THREE magical heroes this time!

W

Henry Evans with YMC Members

ith the competition finals, some super dealers and star events, everyone was looking
forward to a wonderful time – and they were not disappointed. From the start this proved
to be a day filled with fun, learning, friends and magic!

We started with a lecture from Henry Evans. He is a FISM
champion from Argentina and well known; but possibly not to
junior magicians before that day. They soon learned to respect,
admire and enjoy his work though - cards and coins are his
specialities. His dealer stand was busy most of the day too - a
true testament to his ability to share his magic knowledge.
The Close Up Competition final, sponsored by Mark Leveridge
Magic, was a real contest! Six top performers, all members
of YMC, fought for the top prize. Callum McClure was first
to perform, using cards and coins to great effect. His was
probably the most technical of all the acts.
Tom Elderfield opened with a colour changing chewing gum
packet as well as colour changing card box and cards. The
corner of a torn, signed card was then vanished to reappear
in one of the chewing gum blisters along with the gum in the
packet. He ended with a random phone call to get a chosen Luis De Matos
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card named – only to find its name on the
gum wrapper too. He won the main trophy
with this fun magic and his lovely relaxed
style.
Stephen Friend first printed the cardboard
box and a blank deck appeared inside. The
cards became printed back and front ready
for his performance with selected cards, plus
Kings and Aces, which all ended with an Ace
Assembly. Coupled with his amiable style, this
gained Stephen 3rd place in the competition.
Romil Depala’s pleasing personality shone
through his act which revolved around a trick
with a mini plunger that was used to pick up
batches of cards to specific numbers in the
pile. This continued with a spectator using
the plunger to cut directly to a chosen card.
The act ended with the chosen card in Romil’s
wallet.
Samuel Hinch also performed with cards,
another slick routine with a very nice Oil and
Water effect, using Kings and Aces, which
continued to confound us in his hands. He
ended with all the cards in new deck order
and was placed second.
The final act was Nathaniel Allen who had a
card signed and placed in a Tic Tac box – from
where it vanished. Cards came and went, all
with great enthusiasm.
As I said at the beginning, the standard was
very high and I was just glad I was not a judge
this year!
After lunch, and visits to the dealers, another
fierce competition: this time for the Alakazam
‘Home Counties’ Stage trophy. Joe Oyelade
is always a presence on stage, very laid back
and smiling. He got everyone in the audience
clapping along to his music while he produced
a small yellow ball from a flash, using
this to manipulate and multiply
over and over. He then
used a patter section
to detect the password
of a spectator’s mobile
phone – one hopes it
wasn’t the true one! I’m
dubious about passwords
being freely given out. The
act ended with Needles
from Mouth, a trick I don’t like
watching; but everything was
n
Wolle
done extremely competently in
Amos
Joe’s hands and he was awarded
third place.

card box. His patter was slick
as he seemingly
removed the silver
coating, in ribbon
form, from a CD
and then showed
the clear CD to
prove he had done
so. He also took a
DVD cover and was
able to change, both
it and the disc, to a
title selected by an
Doig
Kevin
audience member.
Dean Leavy brought a
giant wand out of a small
paper bag and then had us
laughing, with lots of one
and two line gags, whilst
also removing coloured
silks and boxes of flowers.
He cleverly used the same
silks again, stuffing them in a
glass tube and blowing them
out to show they were now
linked together. He ended with
a card trick and some great
sight gags too. Dean gained
second place in the event.
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Oliver Paice offered Escapology
and danger in two tricks. He had
his hands tied for an escape and
some wonderful comedy moments
with two spectators. He ended with
his dangerous trick - a borrowed
credit card was cut to pieces and
finally found in his own wallet - after
he realised the card he had destroyed
was his own!
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David Hardman burst onto the stage
and produced a large wand from a mini
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Dean Leavy

Paice

Oscar Leonard had the only traditional
silent act in the competiton this year.
He used a Chinese theme, with
music and costume, to perform a
Flame to Rose, Linking Rings, yellow
ball manipulations, vanishes and
productions; card manipulations
and a Snowstorm in China - ending
with the appearance of a cane.
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The final act was Amos
Wollen who was the youngest
competitor by far – being only
just ten years old! He did a
hilarious routine with cups
and balls, all referenced to
chickens and eggs, ending
with real eggs appearing as
the final loads – and inviting
members of the audience
on stage so he could give
them each a Chocolate
Crème Egg!

man

Hard

David

This was another good
competition, hosted by
Kevin, and the audience
really appreciated it all.
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The next highlight
of the day was An
Audience with Luis
De
Matos
from
Portugal
–
not
one
International
Star this year, but
two! Luis is the
youngest ever to
have won The
Magic
Circle’s
prestigious
Devant award
for
services
to
magic
(International)
and has also
been knighted
by
his
own
Portuguese
Government. This

was a fascinating hour and I am holding back
the details of it till next issue of Secrets – it
deserves some space of its own!
Wayne Fox lectured next, a good working
lecture full of ideas and tricks, including a nice
single coin routine with lots of flourishes and
a fascinating concept on the well known Frog
Prince trick by Michael Close. Then there was
a decent break for final dealer visits, and the
buying of more sandwiches and chocolate
from the club room before everyone flocked
back into the theatre for the Awards
Presentations and a huge surprise!
As you have already read, the Mark Leveridge
Close Up prizes and the Alakazam ‘Home
Counties’ stage awards were presented but
there were also some other awards. Callum
McClure won the Wayne Fox ‘Technical
Ability’ trophy and, also, the Mike Clarke
Member of the Year trophy. David Hardman
not only got first place for his stage act but
walked off with the Kaymar Comedy Kup
and the Peter McCahon Originality award,
presented by Roy Marsh.
And then.... Marvin Berglas presented his
own, new award, Marvin’s Rising Star, which
went to a past member of YMC - Troy! There
was such excitement when Troy walked onto
the stage to receive it – the third of the great
names of the day!
Immediately following this was the Gala show
which I was proud and honoured to compere.
Justin Monehen performed his ‘act as known’
using the freaky ideas he had created for
Marvin’s Magic as well as other similarly
unusual effects.
Henry Evans was amazing, with cards and
coins, receiving a spontaneous standing
ovation at the end – unheard of from YMC
members!
Award-winning Oliver Tabor astounded
with his other act which included bubbles
turning into solid balls and the production of
a single dove; and, finally, The Magic Circle
Stage Magician of the Year, Richard Pinner
performed his own award-winning act to
close what had been a very exciting and starfilled magical day!
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COME-TOGETHER
CARDS H
by Ian Adair
Easy

EFFECT:
Two regular decks, one with a blue back
design, the other red, are examined and
shuffled by two members of the audience.
The performer asks one of the spectators
which deck they would prefer, the red or
the blue backed one. Whichever deck is
selected the performer retains the other. The
spectator is asked to look at the top card of
shuffled deck, whilst the performer does the
same with the other one. Both reveal the face
value of their cards by voice alone and both
cards are replaced back on top of the decks.
The performer now rests the deck on top of
the spectator’s and emphasises that both
looked-at cards are well apart from each
other. With a snaps of fingers, the card on
top of the deck has magically travelled down
to be with the spectator’s card..
When both decks ( together) are ribbon
spread along the table surface, both cards
are seen to have come together in central
position. Both are removed so their backs
can be shown as different coloured ones.

TRICK

WORKING AND
PRESENTATION:
Display both decks and bring the audience’s
attention to the fact that both have different
coloured back designs.
Have both decks examined and shuffled by two
members of the audience. When retrieving the
decks, secretly glimpse at the bottom cards and
remember them. Place both decks face down
on the table. Ask one of the spectators which
deck they would like to use. Let us assume it is
the blue-backed one. This means that you must
remember the bottom card of the red-backed
deck. You ask the spectator to glimpse at the
face of the top card of his/her shuffled deck,
requesting it to be replaced. You do the same
with the top card of your deck, ( no need to
remember this card) and then replace it.
You now places your deck on top of the
spectator’s deck, stating that both looked-at
cards are quite a distance apart.
You ask the spectator to name the chosen card.
You also reveal the name of your looked-at card
(the card which was on the bottom of the deck).

APPARATUS:

Snap your fingers and reverse the
decks, ribbon spreading them
along the table surface.
Both cards now become
visible, having magically
come together right in
the centre of both decks.
Both cards are removed
and reversed, showing the
different coloured backs.

Two regular decks - one blue
backed, one red backed.

SET-UP:

Both decks can be examined
and handled by anyone who
so wishes.

There is no set up.

Note: This is the perfect trick which doesn’t hinder the performer using the same deck(s) for further effects.
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Diamond Jim Tyler
ABOUT FACE
BET: Prop up a $10.00 bill (a £10.00 note will work just the same) against a salt-shaker sitting on a
table so that the portrait faces outward. Everyone can see that the profile faces to the left or west
(Fig. 1). Bet that you can make the profile look the opposite direction without touching the bill.
SECRET: Fill a clear glass with water and place it about four inches in front
of the bill. Now when your audience looks through the glass all can see the
portrait is looking the opposite direction (Fig. 2). The image may be distorted for
some depending on their angle when looking at this optical illusion. If they see
a blurred or double-image, then have them close one of their eyes to witness the
mirror reflection of the bill through the glass of water.
You can also start with the bill flush against the glass
so all can see that the profile still
faces the same direction. Then
slowly pull the bill back and have
them look at the portrait through
the glass so they can see the
exact moment the head turns the
opposite direction.
As a follow-up I’ll ask them “Which
President is on the $10.00 bill?”,
as I cover up his name printed
below his portrait. If they guess
Alexander Hamilton, then they are
surprisingly incorrect, because it is a
trick question.

Fig. 1.

Hamilton was a founding father
and the Secretary of the Treasury
but was never President.
It is best to borrow the bill
when performing a money
trick like this. I always
borrow money from a
pessimist, because
they don’t expect
it back.

Fig. 2.

Extract from - Bamboozlers - The Book of Bankable Bar Betchas, Brain Bogglers, Belly Busters & Bewitchery: Volume Three by
Diamond Jim Tyler. The foreword of the book is by Mac King. Available from: www.djtyler.com
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MEMBER PROFILE:

Thomas Aliwell
read and learn.
Strongest non-magical
performing influences?
Ed Sheeran for his cool unassuming stage presence
and his skill at working the
crowd; and Metallica for their
showmanship.
Strongest magical influences?
Stuart at the House of Magic,
Stourbridge, who I often visit
after school.

Age? 12.
Current Home?
Stourbridge, West Midlands
Joined The Young
Magicians Club?
June 2014.
Hobbies apart from Magic?
Scootering, film making,
music, X-Box, trampolining,
climbing and skiing.
Favourite magic book?
202 Methods Of Forcing
By Annemann because it
teaches new methods of
forcing that others don’t
know.
Favourite magic DVD?
Don’t Watch Magic DVDs.
Favourite Non-Magic
Book?
The “Spooks” Series
Of Books, by Joseph

Delaney, because they
are imaginative and full of
fantasy and magic.

What is your favourite magic
on TV?
Big, unexpected illusions and
street magic.

Favourite Film?
“Now You See Me”
because of the amazing
magical setups and
illusions.

Which magician would you
most like to be and why?
Dynamo, because it would be
amazing to shock people like
he does.

Favourite Magicians?
Troy for street magic,
Mismag, on YouTube, for
card trick tutorials. The
Masked Magician on
YouTube because of the
secrets he reveals.

If you had your own TV chat
show and could interview any
three people - real or fictitious,
dead or alive - who would
they be?
Harry Houdini, Harry Potter,
the Dali Lama.

What Kind Of Magic Do
You Enjoy The Most?
Card because, with a pack
of cards in my pocket, I
can practise and perform
at anytime.

Top tip for getting into magic?
Just give it a go and practice,
practice, practice.

What do you like most
about Secrets?
All of the tricks you can
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Some people I would like to
thank in magic for either their
help or encouragement?
My Dad and Stuart from the
House of Magic in Stourbridge
where I live.

REVIEWS
things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense) - or put on your wish list!

Blind Square by Bizau Cristian

HH
Requires Practice

n Reviewed by Marc Kerstein

25 min download. £6.10 from your favourite dealer supplied by Murphy’s Magic
In this twenty-five minute download Bizau teaches two card
controls, two transpositions and several other uses of his “Blind
Square” principle. The appearance of the control to the top is
as follows: a selected card is replaced into the deck but left
protruding by around a third of its length. The deck is tilted
upwards, to show the face of the card one last, time and the
deck is tilted back down. The protruding card is pushed fully
into the deck and the control is complete — the selected card
is miraculously now on the top of the deck. The control to the bottom is similar but a fairly
innocent looking spread of the cards is required as the deck is brought back down.
Bizau’s teaching is clear, and straightforward, and he makes every move easy to follow using an over-theshoulder camera angle. The described effects, and transpositions that use one or both of the sleights,
are great; but I prefer the idea of using the moves purely as a clean way to control selections.
After a few days practising, the move certainly appears satisfyingly fooling. Whilst the sleight takes
a little practice to learn, and is a little angle sensitive, I can see myself using Blind Square in the right
situation for an efficient, and apparently fair, top control.

Pop Fly

HH

by Bizau Cristian

n Reviewed by Matthew Field

Requires Practice

30 min download £6.10 from your favourite dealer supplied by Murphy’s Magic
Here, Bizau spends over thirty minutes explaining an impromptu
way to cause one, or several, cards to shoot out from a deck
dribbled onto a table. Pop Fly is a useful flourish allowing you to
reveal one card, produce several cards (perhaps a Four of a Kind)
- or can even be used as a fast, visual way to attain a double from
the centre of the deck.
As with Bizau’s Blind Square download, the teaching in Pop Fly
is easy to understand and heavily benefits from the over-the-shoulder camera angle. Bizau
spends a good amount of time explaining specific finger positions and carefully describes the pressure
needed by each to perform the move. There definitely feels like there’s a knack to the move and practice
is required; however it didn’t take me long to begin consistently getting cards to ‘pop’ out of the deck.
Out of the several uses taught, I particularly like “The Pop” which causes a card to pivot 180 degrees
around a corner of the deck as it pops out - which could be used as a great way to reveal a selected card.
The four of a kind production is also very visual and is worth the price of this download alone.
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Gödel

by Alexander Hansford

HHH
Advanced

n Reviewed by Marc Kerstein
45 min download £7.40 from www.dananddave.com

In this basic sandwich effect, two cards are freely selected and returned to the deck. Two black Jacks
are removed from the pack and are held spread at the fingertips. The Jacks are waved over the pack and
the first selection visually appears between the pair. To conclude the effect the selection, and Jacks, are
waved over the deck again which causes the first selected card to suddenly change to second selection.
The download is nearly an hour in length and covers the move in great detail and at a reasonable pace.
Alex spends plenty of time explaining finger positions and grips for the sleight, as well as going over
subtleties to help ensure all looks as fair as possible. Alex, once a member of YMC, admits that the
move requires a fair bit of practice to perfect - but it’s clearly worth
the
effort.
After spending some time watching the download, I believe that
Gödel is much more than simply another colour change. Gödel is
a stunning sleight that I would recommend to any magician with a
strong interest in un-gimmicked, visual card magic.

Hashtag

by Alexander Hansford

n Reviewed by Matthew Field

HHH
Advanced

18 min download £3.70 from your favourite dealer supplied by Murphy’s Magic

The effect: a Four of a Kind is removed from the deck. Another card is freely selected from the deck and
the Four of a Kind are placed in a pile on the table. The magician waves over the selection in his hand
causing it to miraculously change into the Four of a Kind. Another wave then causes the four cards to
turn back into the selection; and the Four of a Kind are shown to remain in the face- down pile on the
table.
This transposition effect is taught well by Alex via two camera angles. Knowledge of some palms, grips
and moves are helpful, but are not required, as Alex shows and explains each over the video. I found the
narrow depth of field, and refocusing of the close up camera, somewhat useful over the download as my
attention and focus were directed to the relevant parts of the move with minimal background distraction.
A useful point about this effect is that no duplicates are
required: Hashtag is performable with a single, regular deck
and uses only satisfying sleight of hand. Due to some anglesensitive moves and palming required by the effect it would be
difficult to perform surrounded; however adjusting your or the
spectators’ position would help.
Hashtag is a clean, entertaining trick that can be performed at any time,
anywhere, and with any cards; and I feel would be perfect for any eager card magician looking for a new
miracle to add to their repertoire.
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TRICK

Although this effect uses a deck of cards, it has a
rather unusual theme.

EFFECT:
The performer places a deck, which has a wide
rubber band around its centre, onto the table.
‘Unfortunately I’ve lost the card case. That’s the
reason for the elastic band. It helps to keep the
deck together.’ A business card (or any piece of
card) is placed onto the table, it being in full view
throughout.
Basically, the cards are shown to be different,
then riffled through, a spectator crying out ‘Stop’”
at any point. The stopped-at card is removed and
shown to everyone, including the performer. Both
spectator and performer write their signatures
onto the surface of this card. Moments later, the
performer’s signature vanishes from the surface of
the card. When the business card is reversed, the
performer’s signature is seen written across the
surface and underneath is the written name of the
selected card.

APPARATUS:
A regular deck of cards.
A short card: (slightly trim the top edge of one of
the cards).
A wide elastic band that fits snugly around
the centre of the deck.
A permanent marker pen.
A ‘half’ card: (use a joker or score
card).

SET-UP:
Have the cards well mixed and
decide which card will be the
chosen one (to be forced) eg:
Eight of Diamonds. Place the
short card somewhere in the
middle of the deck with the ‘force’
card underneath it. Now place the
deck face down onto a table surface.
Attach the wide elastic band around the
central area of the deck. Slip the half card, back
design uppermost, under the elastic band. The band
will secure it there, the audience not being aware of
its existence. On the blank side of your business
card (or a plain piece of card) place your signature,
and underneath it, write the name of the card which
you intend forcing eg: Eight of Diamonds.

SIGNATURE TRICK
HH

Requires Practice

by Ian Adair

WORKING AND
PRESENTATION:
Place the banded deck on the table and explain why
the elastic band surrounds it. Place the business card,
writing side downwards, onto the table. There’s no
need to mention anything about it at this stage.
The left hand fingers and thumb grip around the centre
of the deck (faces downwards) whilst the right hand
thumb riffles through the edges, allowing spectators to
see that all the cards differ. Continue to riffle, this time
ask a spectator to shout out “Stop” as you do so. You
will find that when your thumb reaches the position
of the short card, it will automatically jump to the card
beneath it (the forced one - Eight of Diamonds). “This
is your selected card,” you say, “which I am going to
place on top of the deck.” The deck is tilted backwards
as this card is slid onto the top, then down behind the
elastic band, until flush at the base. The top area of this
card can be peeled back, so to prove it really is at the
top position.
Remove the marker pen from your pocket and hand
it to the spectator. State that you would like the card
signed towards the top area of this top card (above the
band). Now state that you will sign the card. This you
do towards the bottom area (on the surface of the half
card).
In removing the top card, the left hand casually overlaps
the bottom half of the deck. The top card is
slowly removed, at the same time being
reversed, so the Eight of Diamonds side
is showing towards the audience. “We
both signed this card, your selected
card. Isn’t it strange - my signature
has vanished into thin air!” you
say as the card is reversed
for all to see back. Make sure
the designs of the rest of the
deck (in particular the half card
containing your signature) are
not on view. Discard the deck. Ask
a spectator to reverse the business
card. “Remember, this card has been
in full view throughout, even before I
began this trick”.
Spectators will see your signature and the
written name of the chosen card beneath it.
Note: Later, the discarded deck can be removed from the pocket, the
half card being slid off and left behind. This means that you have a
regular deck to use for further card tricks.
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COMPETITION
w to win a
Can you solve the puzzle belo
is send in
great prize? All you have to do
usual email
your correct solution to the
t one out
address before 31st December. Firs
of the hat wins!

FOUR SCHOOLS

Four children from four different families attend
four different schools. Each school is a different
colour and gives its students notebooks that are
the colour of the school. Can you lead each
student to his or her school without letting
anyone path cross another.

Dennis Patten’s Puzzle Solution
Secrets October ‘14

Solutions

Oc tober 2014

1. Linked or Unlink
The green loop

OF ORDER 4
MAGIC COLOUR SQUARE so
that each color appears only once in
Can you distribute the colured tiles
every row, column and diagonal?

2.

Congratulations to Joe Gough
who correctly answered the
October competition question.
Well done!
Your prize is on its way.
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