
Volume 18  Number 6
December 2011

WERE
YOU

THERE?
J-DAY2011

d dddd

d d

d

Plus:

 40th International 
Magic Convention





volume 18, number 6 • 3

I am very glad to be back at my 
computer and able to dash off a few words 
to you once again. I know the grapevine 
worked fast, before I had been in hospital 
for twelve hours I had messages of support 
from YMC members - how did they know? All  
your calls, emails and other messages were 
so very welcome during the dark days of my 
illness - thank you so much. I treasured every 
word and now I am home again, feeling better 
than I have for some time!

I can’t believe the year is coming to an end - 
it’s flown by! So many things happened, so 
many changes too. You are set for an epic 2012 
with Kevin to lead the team; following his 
huge success, bringing Dynamo to J-Day, he has many more innovative ideas and 
you can be sure that everything is going to be bigger and better than ever!

Before we know it we will be meeting up at the Blackpool convention in February. This 
60th convention will be a weekend of wonder with names that you really don’t want to 
miss! From Friday 17th to Sunday 19th there will be Gala shows featuring magic from 
around the world as well as lectures and performances from stars such as Ed Alonzo, 
Charlie Frye and Michael Weber. This is not to be missed! Be sure to register soon at: 
www.blackpoolmagic.com/registration.html

For those of you who don’t know, FISM is the equivalent of the Magic Olympics and 
takes place every three years, each time in a different country. It has been, of recent 
years, in places as far flung as Stockholm, Amsterdam and Beijing. Having Blackpool 
as a venue means that it is on our doorsteps and we must make a huge effort to 
attend - after all the rest of the world will be there and it costs them a lot more in travel 
expenses! This July event runs over six days and there will be many many competitions 
as well as lectures and shows. All the names you would ever hope to meet will be there 
– plus all the competitors hoping to win the glittering prizes. Be sure to visit the website 
for more details: http://fism.org/web/

All it remains is for me to wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a magical 2012. 
See you next year!
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Season’s Greetings Everyone!
It is a pleasure to write my first Chairman’s 
message to you in ‘Secrets’ and what a great time 
Christmas is to do that - one of my favourite times of 
the year. For me, the highlight of my magic year has 
been filling the awesome shoes vacated by Mandy in 
becoming your Chairman. Thank goodness she does not 
often wear high-heeled stilettos as I have rather dodgy 
ankles (although I have worn stilettos – as an ugly sister 
in the pantomime Cinderella, I hasten to add!)

I have enjoyed my first few months as your Chairman and 
I feel sure that I will continue to do so in the months 
ahead. Those of you whom I have met at workshops or 
J-Day have proven, almost universally, to be really, really 
fantastic people. Maybe those of you who have not been 
able to make our workshops before will find a way to do 
so next year - they really are exceptional!

Since I have taken the reins we have had some 
superb workshops and I am grateful to the numerous 
professional magicians who have freely given their time 
for you. But, the cream on the top of the milk for me was 
J-Day which I am sure will be covered elsewhere this issue. 
One of those people who so willingly said “yes” when 
asked was the brilliant Dynamo. How thrilled I was that 
I was able to get him there - and what a great presence 
he was.

Kate has consistently been hugely supportive to me as 
I have journeyed along my first months, as has Mandy 
quietly in the background, and I could not possibly have 
managed without the support of our superb Secretary 
Clive and Treasurer Stephen. On behalf of the YMC team 
I wish you the very happiest of the Christmas season.

Kevin Doig
Chairman

Magician/comedian Joe Pasquale tops the bill 
for this year’s panto spectacular at the Theatre
Royal, Nottingham.

Joe, is taking on the traditional role of Mud-
dles, the hapless, dopey yet lovable sidekick for 
this year’s production of the classic pantomime, 
Sleeping Beauty.

“Muddles, Buttons and all of these characters are 
basically the same role and it’s a great one - it’s 
your job to make the audience laugh.

“My character is the guy who is always unlucky in 
love but he is the one everyone gets behind and 
cheers for,” said Joe.

Audiences can expect to be wowed by this year’s 
hi-tech show featuring 3D effects.

The shows run at various times from 10th
December to 15th January. Tickets priced from 
£13 are available by ringing 0115 989 5555. 

Kevin’s
Korner Kevin Doig 

with Dynamo

Joe Pasquale
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YMC WORKSHOP DATES 2011
 28th January 2012 (YMC Auction) 19th May 2012 21st October 2012 (J-Day)

 11th February 2012 16th June 2012 10th November 2012
 10th March 2012 21st July 2012
 21st April 2012 15th September 2012 (J-Day Competition heats)

For members only.  Workshop fee £5.00 paid on the day.  Workshops will run from 11am - 4pm and will be held at 
The Magic Circle HQ (address on page three).  Be sure to bring packed lunch (drinks will be provided free), a deck 
of cards, notebook and a pen as minimum requirements for the day. Please note: you must register in advance 
each time.  Email: kevin.doig@tesco.net

*

*

*

*
*

*

*Ali Bongo Saturday Show Dates

A brand new, star-studded family spectacular with 
amazing illusions, sparkling costumes, scintillating 
live band and a star cast featuring ex YMC’s Michael 
Jordan, direct from his breathtaking appearances for 
The Magic Circle, the International Brotherhood of 
Magicians and at DisneyLand Paris.

Don’t miss this fantastic pantomime at the Brook 
Theatre, Soham, Cambs.  Please check website for up 
to date times.

Adult £12.50
Concessions £8.50
Family Ticket £38

Telephone: 01353 721 748

www.brookentertainment.co.uk

BLACKPOOL 
2012 LOOMS!
I can’t believe it’s almost the end of the year – and 
you know that 2012 will kick off with the Blackpool 
Convention in February! It’s the 60th one so there 
are some very special Gala Shows planned this time, 
in fact there is a gala show every day of the week-
end!

On Friday Derek Lever promises us a show that will 
highlight the Best of Asian Magic. On Saturday night 
we will enjoy the Best of the USA - and on Sunday, 
of course, the focus is on Europe! With acts such 
as Aaron Crowe, Terry Herbert, Amethyst, Christian 
Farla, Michael Weber - and Axel Hecklau who has 
invented the newest and most startling Torn and 
Restored Newspaper effect!

If you are a junior magician the cost for the 
weekend convention, 17th to 19th February,  is only 
£55.00! You really should be there! Registrations 
are available from the website at:

www.blackpoolmagic.com/registration.html

Or contact Arthur Casson at 44 Bryan Road, 
Blackpool, Lancs, FY3 9BE
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INTERNATIONAL 201240th Convention
I was only able to get to the Convention on Sunday evening but here are my photo memories of the David Berglas 
International Award 2011 and the Gala Show...

Eugene Burger reads Secrets
watched by Larry Hass

Derren Brown

Derren Brown
receives the
BMS Berglas
Trophy
from
David Berglas

David Berglas

Al Carthy
(France)

Derren is shown the face of the
Berglas International Award Winner

Simmons	&	Simmons
Tom Stone
(Sweden)

Derren answers questions
from the audience

Simmons	&	Simmons Tom Stone with voluunteers Noel Britten
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40th Convention
David Williamson David Williamson

and young assistant
David Williamson

Eugene Burger
and Max Maven

Alana
(Germany)

Alana
(Germany)

Jerome Helfenstein
(France)

Les Chapeaux Blancs
(France)

Les Chapeaux Blancs
(France)

Les Chapeaux Blancs
(France)

Hun Lee
(Korea)

Hun Lee
(Korea)



This card effect is based on a 
very old one and, by giving it a  
‘Countdown’ theme, it has come 
alive again.

EFFECT
From a shuffled deck a spectator freely selects a card 
and shows it around. The card is put back into the 
deck which is shuffled again. The performer asks the 
spectator to name any number 
from one to fifty-two.  The magician 
then mentions that this is going to 
be a ‘countdown’ experiment and 
counts down to the number named 
by the spectator. The card is meant 
to be the chosen card  but sadly it’s 
not!

“I am so sorry,’ says the magician. 
‘I did say it was a countdown and 
so I should have counted down, 
18...17…16… and then stopped 
at that position. After all it would 
still be the eighteenth card from the 
top of the deck. Let’s do that now!’ and the magician 
gives the cards another shuffle.

In dealing the cards, one at a time, off the top of 
the deck, the performer asks those watching to join in 
the countdown. The card which lands at number one is 
revealed to be the chosen one!

APPARATUS
A regular deck of cards without Jokers.

There is no preparation - you can do this trick with a 
borrowed deck if you prefer.

WORKING AND
PRESENTATION
Hand out the deck to be shuffled by a member of the 
audience. Now fan the cards and have one selected and 
shown to those watching. Holding the deck, squared 
up on the left palm of your hand, the right hand fingers 
and thumb make a cut approximately in central position. 
You ask the spectator to return the card there and 
the upper pile is placed on top. However the little 
finger is secretly inserted above the chosen card whilst 
the upper portion is being placed on top. With the 
chosen card under your control, it is an easy matter to 

‘false shuffle’ the deck. The top section of the 
deck is removed and shuffled in front of the 
others which brings the chosen card to the top 
position. Further false shuffles back and forth, will 
also retain the chosen card at top position.

You explain that the chosen card can be revealed 
at any position in the deck and further state that a 
‘countdown’ will be used. The spectator is asked 
to name a number from one to fifty-two as that 
will be where the chosen card will be found.

The cards are dealt face down, one at a time, 
onto the table starting with number one and 
continuing until the chosen number is reached. 

During this procedure each dealt card is placed on top 
of the next so that the dealt pile will be in reverse order. 
When the final card is revealed it is not the selected one. 
This card is now placed on top of the dealt pile which is 
then placed back on top of the deck.

The deck is given a false shuffle, ensuring the pile on 
top is not disturbed, and you apologise for the incorrect 
way you had conducted the countdown; you explain 
that this time you will COUNT DOWN - reminding the
audience that the same number of cards will be counted as 
determined by the spectator’s original choice of number.

When you count down to number one, ask the 
spectator to name the chosen card and reverse the one 
in your hand which will be the correctly selected one.
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COUNTDOWN
By IAN ADAIR

H
Easy
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I am sure that most of you have heard of the Edinburgh  
Fringe - the annual festival where performers from 
all over the world descend on Scotland’s capital in a 
month long celebration of the arts. Alongside the scores 
of musicians, comedians and dance troupes, you will 
also find a few practitioners of the conjuring arts. 

On a rainy August day I found myself wandering along 
the Royal Mile and by complete chance I bumped into 
Edinburgh magician, Ian Kendall, who was busking. 
After watching his escapology routine, he directed me 
further down the Mile where I found the impeccably 
moustachioed	Morgan	&	West.	They	told	me	that	they	
had a show on that afternoon so naturally I had to go 
and see it.

Firstly, the theatre was small (only 80 seats) but this 
gave a real intimacy to the performance that was quite 
unique. The plot of the show was also intriguing – the 
time-travelling duo had to solve their own murders and 

stop the killer from striking. The effects themselves 
were not revolutionary and magicians would have seen 
it all before. However, the real magic was the humour 
and presentation applied to the effects - I think anyone 
with an interest in mentalism, or even magic in general, 
would learn a lot from watching them perform.

Well, they impressed this magician but did they win 
over the crowd? Of course! Almost every layman in the 
room walked away saying that they were the best 
magicians that they had ever seen. 

Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to see all the other 
wonderful magicians in Edinburgh - Ali Cook, Piff the 
Magic Dragon, Paul Daniels etc - but if you are near Ed-
inburgh in August next year I highly recommend you see 
at least one show for a master class in presentation.

Edinburgh Fringe By Jack Taperell
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As Mandy always said, “Make sure you book early for next year!” I can safely say that I’m glad I did just that! After 
last year’s excellent line-up, which included Derren Brown, it was going to be hard to top – Mandy’s sad departure 
as Chair earlier this year led to Kevin taken control of the YMC. A lot of pressure was now upon him but, rest as-
sured, with the prestidigitation of Eric Jones, YMC favourite Michael Vincent and Dynamo – he didn’t disappoint! 
First was a lecture from award-winning Eric Jones from America. He came across as a laid back guy who delivered a 
lecture on the Art of Close-Up Magic. it was like an informal gathering with your closest friend, who just happened 
to be an award winning magician, because  he insisted on us calling out any questions rather than raising our hands. 
Eric opened with a performance of the classic 3-Fly effect. Watching his impeccable performance made me think 
twice - was there deception involved? I still don’t know - even from the front row I saw nothing! He went over this 
and his card routines in great detail, helping us to workshop some of the moves as he went along.

After a short break it was time for the Close-Up competition, with MC Kate Rhodes. First up was Fletcher Ransberry 
who bounced on delivering an act consisting of magical rope knots, a very tiny deck, an amusing sponge ball rou-
tine and a large barrel of confidence. He was followed by Jack Taperell,  beginning with a pretty production of a 
deck of cards and proceeding to demonstrate his incredible ability for the invisible palm. The act concluded with a 
selected card appearing underneath an egg timer - The Sands of Time. Fast paced Roman Armstrong was up next, 

‘Piff The

Magic Dragon’

John van

der Put

James Wilson (left)
and Fletcher Ransberry.
Winners of Stage and
Close-Up.

David Weeks

Harry de Cruz
Member of the Year

Eric Jones (second left)
with YMC Members Michael Vincent

Words: Alex Sprackling
Pictures: Mandy Davis
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J-DAY
2011

Daniel Kramer

performs with

the help of

Callum

Harry de Cruz performs with help 

from Jack.

James Wilson
Winner of Stage.

Alex
Radford

An audiance captivated
by Dynamo

Dynamo

Oliver
Graham-Smith

Fletcher Ransberry
Winner of Close-Up
with Jack Delvin

Harry de Cruz

2nd in Close-Up

with Jack Delvin

opening with an I-Deck routine, which resulted in a selected song being displayed  on his shirt the whole time, and a sponge ball 
routine with a highly entertaining Angry Birds’ patter. Oliver Graham-Smith succeeded him with a time themed act which included 
the production of the four Kings, an anti-gravity coin and an elegant Triumph routine. He was followed by the quirky Daniel 
Kramer with an act involving his signature gags, great acting, a shopping list prediction and - a toilet roll! Harry De Cruz closed 
the competition. He came suited for the occasion, presenting a professional appearance, as he performed a restaurant themed 
act involving Card in Orange and Coins through Table which concluded with an empty bottle penetrating the table - and the coins 
found inside the bottle.

After lunch, and the arrival of Dynamo, it was the Stage Competition. With Kevin acting as the compere, this flowed smoothly. `It 
was opened by Captain James Wilson with his unique pirate themed act involving sword swallowing, Torn and Restored Treasure 
Map, a Zombie skull and a production of treasure. Alex Radford was next and delivered a sophisticated act involving his trusty 
assistant Mr Flibble the bear. David Hardman delivered a dynamic act with a Colour Changing Fan, Linking Rings and a Zombie 
Bee. The competition was closed with a very original performance from Joe Strickland who played the role of a teleshopping host 
for the Magic Broadcasting Network. Joe’s smooth showmanship ensured this act would be well received by the audience. The 
stage competition was immediately followed with a lecture from the incomparable Michael Vincent and was certainly one of the 
highlights of the day. He spoke in great detail of his journey since he started magic when he was a young lad. One thing that 
touched me was the signed photograph, he showed on screen, of Dai Vernon which he had been luckily enough to receive; it 
simply read “To Michael, Best of luck, Dai Vernon.” This really showed us how lucky we were to be learning from Michael Vincent 
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J-DAY
2011

Roman

Armstrong

Nick Lee

Dynamo
performs

Dynamo receives
his membership  of
The Magic Circle
from PRO Darren Tossell

David
Hardman

Jake Taperell and Jack Vogler

Joe
Strickland

Jack Taperell
3rd in Close-Up
with
Jack Delvin
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the production of the four Kings, an anti-gravity coin and an elegant Triumph routine. He was followed by the quirky Daniel 
Kramer with an act involving his signature gags, great acting, a shopping list prediction and - a toilet roll! Harry De Cruz closed 
the competition. He came suited for the occasion, presenting a professional appearance, as he performed a restaurant themed 
act involving Card in Orange and Coins through Table which concluded with an empty bottle penetrating the table - and the coins 
found inside the bottle.

After lunch, and the arrival of Dynamo, it was the Stage Competition. With Kevin acting as the compere, this flowed smoothly. `It 
was opened by Captain James Wilson with his unique pirate themed act involving sword swallowing, Torn and Restored Treasure 
Map, a Zombie skull and a production of treasure. Alex Radford was next and delivered a sophisticated act involving his trusty 
assistant Mr Flibble the bear. David Hardman delivered a dynamic act with a Colour Changing Fan, Linking Rings and a Zombie 
Bee. The competition was closed with a very original performance from Joe Strickland who played the role of a teleshopping host 
for the Magic Broadcasting Network. Joe’s smooth showmanship ensured this act would be well received by the audience. The 
stage competition was immediately followed with a lecture from the incomparable Michael Vincent and was certainly one of the 
highlights of the day. He spoke in great detail of his journey since he started magic when he was a young lad. One thing that 
touched me was the signed photograph, he showed on screen, of Dai Vernon which he had been luckily enough to receive; it 
simply read “To Michael, Best of luck, Dai Vernon.” This really showed us how lucky we were to be learning from Michael Vincent 
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- a charming man, over forty years of experience, who had learned from one of the greatest and most influential 
conjurers; and who was passing on some of the excellent advice he had received. If I could have only taken away just 
one thing from that discussion, it would be the quote: “When love and skill work together, expect a masterpiece.”

After another quick visit to the dealers came the much anticipated An Audience with Dynamo. He came across as an 
awesome guy as he discussed his TV show’s success and revealed a few plans for the future. After being awarded 
his Magic Circle Membership card live on stage, he went on to say that another series is definitely on the cards and 
that he would love to do a live touring show. Making it in magic wasn’t an easy task – after being hospitalized, and 
diagnosed with Chrones Disease, he spent a while reflecting on his life and asking himself: ‘How will I be remem-
bered - the bullied kid at school?’ He used his magic to get backstage at parties, gigs and events so he could see the 
stars in the flesh; and, in fact, it was actually at a performance to a few stars in a hotel one night, where one of the 
spectators called him, “Dynamo Kid!” - and the name was born! Before he left us he demonstrated his astonishing 
sleight of hand by performing a multiple card selection routine with a dozen cards! And he made sure that everyone 
who wanted one got an autograph or photo with him during the time he was at J-Day.

The awards were up next, presented by President of The Magic Circle, and of YMC, Jack Delvin. The Mark Leveridge 
Close Up Trophy went to Fletcher Ransberry, with Harry De Cruz in second place, and Jack Taperell in third.  The 
Home Counties Stage Trophy went to James Wilson, runner up was  Joe Strickland who was also awarded the Peter 
McCahon Prize for Originality whilst Fletcher won the Kaymar Komedy Kup. YMC Member of the Year was won by 
Harry De Cruz.

The Gala Show immediately followed, compered uniquely by David Weeks who created anagrams out of the acts’ 
names. With flawless prestidigitation from Eric Jones, a hilarious routine from Piff the Magic Dragon, a spell-binding 
act from Elemental and an unforgettable performance  of the Vernon Cups and Balls from  Michael Vincent this 
was the ultimate way to end a wonderful day! And I leave you with this: make sure you book early for next year! 

J-DAY 2011

Elemental Eric Jones
with helper Michael Vincent

performs
Linking

Rings

David WeeksMichael Vincent
‘Piff The Magic Dragon’
helped by
Alex
Sprackling
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Age: 14

Current Home: The Isle of Sheppey in Kent

Joined the Young Magicians Club: November 2010

Hobbies apart from Magic? With a few of my friends I 
play table tennis now and then, and I’m a winger in the 
school rugby team. I used to play Rugby for a local team 
but don’t want to get my hands injured now.

Favourite magic book? Couldn’t choose between 
the new Tarbell book set out as in the original weekly 
lessons, or the Dai Vernon Book of Magic. Both are very 
very good.

Favourite magic DVD? Ponta the Smith’s ‘Sick’.

Favourite non-magic book? Peter Collet’s ‘The Book 
of Tells’.

Favourite Film? The Book of Eli.

Favourite magicians? Derren Brown, Richard Bellars 
and Michael Vincent.

What Kind of magic do you enjoy the most? A kind 
of cross between close-up and street is what I typically 
perform. Although when I am a bit older I will throw 
Mentalism into the mix as well, I don’t yet because I 
don’t think I can perform it convincingly at my age. But 
I do like mentalism a lot.

What do you like most about Secrets? The reviews.

Strongest non-magical performing influences? Even 
though he is a mentalist, I enjoy most of the TV and 
plays Andy Nyman does. ‘Ghost Stories’, for example, 
was excellent.

Strongest magical influences? Derren Brown because 
I enjoy his shows the most and Dai Vernon because I 
read a lot of his work.

What is your favourite magic on TV? Penn and Teller: 
Fool Us.

Which magician would you most like to be like and 
why? Well it is important to be yourself but I’d say
Derren Brown for his performance skills and incredible 
rapport with the audience.

If you had your own TV chat show and could 
interview any three people - real or fictitious, dead 
or alive, who would they be? Dai Vernon , David 
Devant and Harlan Tarbell.

Top tip for getting into magic? I could write quite 
a lot here but I’ll just say the classic magic books are 
classic for a reason. You should definitely try to study 
them.

Some people I would like to thank in magic for their 
help or encouragement? My Mum, Dad, my friends 
Adam Longley and Jack Taperell: the YMC team and 
Martin and Liz who run International Magic shop.

Simon Grounsell



volume 18, number 6 • 16

Ink   by Mickael Chatelain
n Reviewed by Matthew Field

Maybe if your computer has been broken for the 
past several months you haven’t heard about 
Ink. The ‘Paul Harris Presents’ production is all 
over the Internet. What happens is that you 
draw something with a dry-erase marker on the 
cellophane covering of a Bicycle (or Mando-
lin back) card box, say a prediction of a card. 
A card is selected and lost in the pack and 
you show your prediction. Whoops! It’s wrong! But, hey, you’re a 
magician, so you kind of stare at the writing and it visibly morphs to show the correct 

card. The spectator can erase the writing on the box.

This looks like some kind of real-world, strange animation. It is a brilliant idea which uses hidden motion to animate 
a drawing. Despite some claims to the contrary reset is not instant: and some practice (of what to draw and how 
to set everything up and activate it) will be necessary.

The video is one of those wordless productions with written text over well-shot video. The Hindu Shuffle Force, 
Trevor Lewis Force and Riffle Force are all taught - in case it wasn’t clear, there’s a force involved. Also shown is how 
to repair the gimmick if it breaks.  This is an eye-popper and first-class all the way.

H H
Some practice

d
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ddd
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DVD plus gimmicks.

£29.99	plus	£3	p&p	fromwww.magictricks.co.uk

Value for money?

Amaze your friends?

Worth the practice?

9/10
9/10

9/10

Personal FX  by Wayne Dobson
n Reviewed by Matthew Field

I am a big fan of Wayne Dobson. His effects tend to be clear and magical and the current 
offering, from Mark Mason’s JB Magic, is no exception.

The magician takes out a business card case and removes three of his cards which he 
lays out, in a line, on the table. A spectator puts his 
mobile phone on one and his keys on another - free choices. The magician 
replaces the third card in the case (wallet), which is placed on the table in a line 
with the two cards, now with objects on them.

The magician (that’s  you) shows that the card under the phone has “Phone” 
written on the back, the card under the keys says “Keys” on the back, and the 
card in the wallet says “Wallet”.

It is usually as clean as that. Sometimes, you might have to do one small move. 
But the effect is about as direct as it gets, the prop is small, there’s spectator 
participation, it’s clever and simple to do. Search ‘Personal FX’ on YouTube to 
see it demoed.

“Special” leather business 

card holder, printed cards, 10 

min.	DVD.	£19	plus	p&p	from	

www.WayneDobson.com

Value for money?

Amaze your friends?

Worth the practice?

8/10

8/10

9/10

H H
Some practice
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things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense) - or put on your wish list!
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Puncture 2.0
by Alex Linian

 n Reviewed by Matthew Field

This is a great looking pen through quarter (or Euro) 
effect, extremely visual and not very difficult to 
perform. The gimmicked coin you receive (usually a 
quarter in the US or Euro on this side of the pond) 
is a variant of the David Roth Karate Coin, in other 
words there’s no mechanics involved in the coin 
itself, there’s just a hole.

The pen provided is also ungimmicked, although it 
has a special property used in the effect. The DVD 
is nicely shot with on-screen instructions in your choice of English or 

Spanish - Mr. Linian does not speak. There are several variations of the effect, some with a signed coin 
and some restorations, along with practice tips. Some bonus effects include Pen Thru Body, Banknote, Magazine, Necktie and 
something where the pen penetrates a deck of cards, finds a signed selection, which turns out to be the only card with a hole 
in it.

None of these are really worth it. The main effect, though, is a real eye-popper and the package is very reasonably priced.

DVD with gimmicks. £24 plus £3 p&p	from	www.magictricks.co.uk

Value for money?

Amaze your friends?

Worth the practice?

8/10
8/10

8/10

iContact  by Chris Congreave
 n Reviewed by Matthew Field

Here is a very clever, almost self-working effect that uses a 
special deck.

A spectator choses a card as you dribble the deck and 
another spectator merely thinks of a card. (There’s a tiny 
bit of equivoque here.) The magician finds the first card, 
and shows the name is also written on the card box! 
Further, when the card is turned over, the second spectator’s 
freely-named card is seen written on the back.

You’ll spend about a half an hour in a one-time preparation of the cards. The DVD 
is very well produced, as is always the case from Russ Stevens. There’s a bonus, on 
which iTouched is based, ‘Touched’ by Gary Jones. Richard Bellars is the on-camera 

performer showing the trick to spectators in a pub setting.

The drawbacks are that the trick can’t be repeated for the same audience, the deck can’t be used for anything else, and it can 
not be examined.This is good, easy-to-do magic for non-finger-flingers.

H H
Some practice

H H
Some practice

DVD plus special Bicycle deck. 

£19.99	plus	p&p	from	www.

RSVPmagic.com

Value for money?

Amaze your friends?

Worth the practice?

8/10

8/10

8/10
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EUGENE BURGER

As a beginner in magic, it is sometimes educational 
to experiment with performing some of our 
close-up magic silently - not necessarily an entire 
show but a single routine. You may need to frame 
this silent routine with a few words to set it up. 
Why, for instance, if you’ve been chattering 
incessantly throughout the show have you suddenly 
decided to become silent?

Most beginning close-up magicians - in fact, I 
would be tempted to say, most magicians - talk 
a great deal, probably too much. They don’t yet 
know when to stop talking. Perhaps they haven’t 
even raised the question in their own minds. Some 
don’t yet understand the value - indeed, the deep 
and beautifully profound power - of simple silence.

Silence during a performance makes many 
beginners nervous to the core.  For some, silence in 
their performances is terrifying - as if silence itself 
were a Black Hole into which we might fall and 
then disappear.  If they aren’t talking - or if their 
audience isn’t overtly responding by laughing or 
applauding - they begin to worry that their show 
is falling apart.  Then they sometimes push harder 
and talk more and faster.

Sometimes their talk is marked by hideous little 
verbalisms that they repeat and repeat and repeat 
until the audience’s collective skin begins to crawl.

Allow me to ask you some questions. When you 
experience a speaking performance of Magic on 
television, or live at your local magic club meeting, 
what are you experiencing? It’s a fascinating 
question. Are you, for instance, experiencing the 
trick? Are you simply watching what is happening 
to the cards or the coins? Are you focused on the 
“what” of what is happening?  Is your experience 
of a card trick, for example, grounded in the fact 
that your attention is focused primarily on the 
magician’s various props and their wonderful 
magical adventures?

Or are you focused on the ‘how’ of the magic 
performance? Are you most interested in figuring 
out how these marvels of magic are secretly 
accomplished? Are you looking, in short, to 
discover the methods? When you watch a card 
trick are you perhaps experiencing little more than 
a series of Passes, Double Lifts,  False Counts and 
other sleight-of-hand maneuvres?

Don’t misunderstand me. For magicians, these are 
perfectly wonderful things to be experiencing dur-
ing a magical performance. The “what” and the 
“how” of magic are deeply fascinating to all magi-
cians. We watch other magicians and, as 
magicians, we ask ourselves what did they do and 
how did they secretly do it?

Yet, perhaps, some of our audiences want to 
experience more.

When we watch a speaking performance of magic 
we need to ask ourselves how the performer’s 
actions, both overt and secret, are meshing with 
the  words that are being used. Are the performer’s 
words - and the way these words are being 
delivered - making the effect more magical or less 
magical in the audience’s eyes? Are the words, and 
their delivery, contributing positively to the magical 
proceedings or are they detracting from it - and, 
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Hideous Verbilisms
thereby, lessening audience impact?

Watching a magic performance, with great 
attention to the words being used, can be most 
educational for us. We very often begin to hear the 
same little phrases repeated to the point of real 
irritation. 

In the course of a year I have the opportunity to 
watch quite a bit of magic in several countries of 
the world and I often come home to Chicago with 
the following family of unhappy phrases ringing in 
my ears. I hear them in the United States but also 
in England and other English speaking countries. 
I have no doubt that similar expressions exist in 
French, Italian, Spanish - I 
think you get the picture: 

“What I want you to do is 
pick a card.” 

“Do me a favour and pick 
a card.”

“What I’m going to do is 
try to find your card.”

“What I want you to do is 
hold out your hand.”

“What I’m going to do is wave my hand over the 
deck.”

... and on and on and...on.

In other words, rather than say, “Pick a card,” we 
add: “what I want you to do is...” Rather than 
mysteriously wave my hand over the deck, I say: 
“What I’m going to do is wave my hand.”

What a strange little phrase: “What I want you to 
do is...”

My friend, Jeff McBride, calls it “verbal lint”: words 
we use while we are thinking of something else to 
say.

This phrase usually pops up when we are giving 
directions to an audience member. But do we really 
need always to tell someone what we want them 
to do in advance of simply asking them to do it? 
Obviously not.

Then why do we do it? Remember those little 
nervous fears about silence?

Granted, using these little phrases - unnecessary 
preambles to our sentences - is not always bad. 
I use them sometimes myself.  But frankly, when 
phrases like this begin to be used over and over 
again, in hideous repetition, the effect really is 

grotesque. It betrays a 
performer with little 
control, who doesn’t 
know what he or she is 
saying and, consequently, 
doing in the big sense 
of that word. It screams 
‘amateurism’ in the very 
worst sense of that word.
 
We need to listen to the 
words other performers 
use. Even more 
important, we need to 
listen to our own words. 

The best way to do this, should you be confused, 
is to record your rehearsal sessions and then, with 
great honesty and attention, listen - listen to what 
you are really saying.

 And I must listen too. And when I listen, will I hear 
myself repeating the phrase: “What I want you to 
do is...”? Am I saying this too often, too much? 
And I realize that in every performance, every 
show, I must be ever vigilant and awake.

Eugene Burger
eugene@magicbeard.com
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ADD YOUR OWN TOPPINGS BY SENDING IN YOUR PUZZLES!

Dennis Patten’s Puzzle Solution
Secrets Aug ‘11

Solutions

COMPETITION

Whats in a name?

1.

2.

STRANGE VIEWS

How did you do?
Did you sketch this
‘Strange’ shape?

LUCKY CUTS

Here’s how its done!
Two straight lines to make six 
pieces!  How did you do?

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

d

Below you see cartoons representing two magic effects. 
If you know the answers send them to me via email 
at mandy@TheMagicCircle.co.uk before 31st December 
2011. First one out of the hat wins a super prize!



ARROW
ANTICS

By IAN ADAIR

A card penetration effect which is easy to 
make and easy to do.

EFFECT:
From a deck of cards the performer removes a 
court card, showing it on both sides. A spectator is 
requested to rub their fingers over the face of the 
card, particularly around the central position. Also 
displayed is a small piece of cardboard which has a bold 
arrow printed on its face.

Dramatically the arrow-card is pushed right through the 
centre of the court card.

A spectator is asked to rub his fingers over the surface of 
the card once again to prove this must be ‘impossible’.

APPARATUS:
A specially made card.

This consists of two iden-
tical court cards. Before 
gluing them together, 
a slot is cut across the 
centre of one, whilst an-
other slot is cut along 
the black line which 
surrounds the design 
(see illustration) of 
the other. Using paste, or glue, this is applied to the 
areas as illustrated - around the inside edges as well as a 
solid area which takes up half the size of the card. Once 
glued, a secret pocket results, with access into it through 
the slot opening.

A small arrow card. This is made of stiff cardboard and 
has a bold arrow design on its face (the arrow could be 
on both sides, if wished). This piece of card should be no 
wider than the width of the pocket opening.

SET-UP:
Have the special card somewhere within a deck of 
regular cards (matching backs). The arrow card 
should be inside your pocket, wallet, purse or 
close-up case.

WORKING &
PRESENTATION:
Fan the deck and remove the special card; then state 
that you intend demonstrating an experiment which 
deals with matter through matter.

Hold the court card face up between your fingers 
and thumb, pressing down on the pocket area. Ask 
someone to rub their fingers over the face of the card, 
and in particular, around the central area. This being 
done, the card is shown on both sides (the slot at the 

rear won’t show!).

Hold the special card with 
back towards the audience. 
Take the small arrow card 
in your right hand and start 
pushing it through the open 
pocket area. The audience 
will immediately see it ‘pen-
etrate’ through the actual 
card(s). Once the card is 

pushed in, the left hand assists in pulling it out in a swift 
manner. The court card is immediately reversed so its 
face is seen. A member of the audience is asked to rub 
their fingers over the face of the card once again.

NOTE:

If wished, a duplicate un-faked court card could be 
inside your pocket/case, so that, when the special card 
is momentarily ditched, it (the regular card) can be 
brought out and casually thrown onto the table surface.
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ATTENTION:  
All Card Workers 

 Buy a box of 12 packs 
for only £20 and 

  receive two bonuses....  
Bonus One: FREE P&P to UK Mainland.  
Bonus Two: Buy up to 2 packs of Bicycle Fakes for 
only £5 a pack. Normal price £8 per pack.  
Choose From: Double Faces, Double Backs, Blank 
Faces, Blank Back, Double Blank or One Way Decks.  
You choose your back colour Red or Blue.  
Special Mixed Fake Pack £6.  

Call: Freephone 0800 - 01 88 118  
Or 01737-353573 (best from a mobile)  

or E.Mail: kevin@tssl.co.uk  
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THE CARD  
COLLECTION 

 
All the latest decks of  Playing Cards in 

one place! 
We stock over 2000 decks of  cards in 

various brands and sizes.  
See all the decks on our new website 

www.cards4magic.co.uk 
 

THE LARGEST RANGE IN THE UK 
 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm 

 
The Card Collection 

 87, Ellingham Way Industrial Estate 
Ashford, Kent TN23 6JZ 

 
E-mail: clive@cards4magic.co.uk 

Tel : 01233 647878 
Fax: 01233 646487 



LittleShopOfMagic.co.uk

If you could really do Magic - This is what it would look like 

“Richard Pinner’s handling of Ring F lash has taken this effect to the next level, Excellent.”
Wayne Dobson

“”I was totally bamboozled. That ring thing is killer”
Robbie Coltrane

F loat a borrowed ring from your hand to theirs.
Vanish a borrowed ring and make it appear
in a f lash of f ire on a sterling silver chain.

Scan the code to see the demo

LittleShopofMagic.co.uk


