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Davenports

5, 6 & 7 Charing Cross Underground Arcade,

 Strand, London, WC2N 4HZ

Tel: 020 7836 0408  Fax: 020 7379 8828

www.davenportsmagic.co.uk

By Dan and Dave who have been at the forefront

of their craft since they were only fourteen years

old.  They have helped mould a new genre of card

magic, a style visually rich and direct.  This 3 DVD

collection contains a vast array of magical effects

and everything else their minds have conjured up.

From beginner to professional, these DVD's contain

something for everyone.  Each effect is broken

down step by step for a seamless learning

experience.  The titles of each of the three DVD's,

which are boxed in a container folder, are Tricks, Flourishes, Everything Else.  Also

includes a 12 page explanatory booklet.  Price: £63 Post Paid U.K.

tricksandflourishesandeverythingelse
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SUMMER! It certainly feels like it at the
moment as the busy ‘Secrets’ office is blinded
by the sun through the window….

I know that for many of you summer means
EXAMS! I do wish you all the very best,
especially if you are taking the ‘big ones’. I
sometimes have emails from you apologising for
not coming to workshops due to revision – no
need to apologise! Studies are far more
important than magic and careers are the most
important thing of all. Magic is a great help for
earning money to support university or college
funding. Get some good qualifications and work
experience so that your magic can enhance your income rather than be the main con-
tribution. Can’t wait to hear your exam results – do email me and let me know when
they arrive!

Read about the Essential Magic Conference on page 7 in this issue. This is an amazing
and unique experience available to magicians across the world and you can all benefit
from it. For one member of YMC there is a unique opportunity too – see our news
pages for details.

For some great magic and an exciting weekend away be sure to book the IBM
convention weekend at a special price for YMC members. There is a full advertisement
on page 23. You will enjoy everything: a large gathering of dealers to buy from; some
great lecturers to learn from; and your very own one-hour YMC workshop with top
stars of magic to teach you in a hands-on environment.

Finally – very soon we will have a new and exciting YMC web site. Work has started on
this and we look forward to a launch later in the year. This will once again bring all our
members together, from across the world, to talk, discuss, share, argue and enjoy every-
thing to do with magic and its performance.

Watch this space for details – but meanwhile send me your news, views, articles and
puzzles. After all Secrets is YOUR magazine!

Published by The Young Magicians Club,
Centre for the Magic Arts,
12 Stephenson Way,
London, NW1 2HD,
England.
Tel: 020 7387 2222

Editor: Mandy Davis
Advertisement Manager: Clive Hyams

Designed and printed by PNC Print & Design
020 8953 6116 artwork@pnc-print.co.uk

© Apil 2010, The Young Magicians Club.
All Rights Reserved.

Opinions expressed may not always
reflect those of the Editorial team,
The Young Magicians Club team or
The Magic Circle Council.

• The Young Magicians Club Team:

President: Jack Delvin

Chairman: Mandy Davis

Secretary: Clive Hyams

Treasurer: Stephen Kennard

‘Secrets’ Editor: Mandy Davis

Workshop Deputy: Kevin Doig

Workshop Team: Steve Dela
Katherine Rhodes
Belinda Stewart

All competitions, articles and letters
should be sent to the address above or
e-mailed to: mandy@TheMagicCircle.co.uk
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HALF TERM THEATRE FOR
THEWHOLE FAMILY

The Fool
Presented by The Barons Court Jester

A fun and colourful magic show for the whole
family in London 's intimate and atmospheric

theatre of magic and illusion.
Presented by Sam X.

Performances:
Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at 3.00pm,
Thursday 3rd June 2010 at 3.00pm
Friday 4th June 2010 at 3.00pm

Barons Court Theatre of Magic,
'The Curtains Up' Public House,

28A Comeragh Road,
London,
W14 9HR.

Two minutes walk from either Barons Court
or West Kensington Tube Stations

Tickets: Adults £12.00
Children and Concessions £10.00

Family Tickets £8.00 each
(Running time 1 hour and 15 minutes)

Box Office 020 8932 4747

Or book online at

www.falseimpressions.co.uk

WE HAVE A SUPER PRIZE FOR YOU,
COURTESY OF JAMES FREEDMAN!

James is offering you a free registration for The
Essential Magic Conference, the first on-line magic
convention, which means you can watch the
entire weekend plus receive a free set of DVDs of
the whole thing!

Just email or write to Secrets and tell us why
you should be the winner! James will choose
the best one. He does, however, reserve the right
NOT to award the prize if there aren’t enough of
you entering – so get writing now!

FULL INFO ON PAGE 7 OF THIS ISSUE

THE ESSENTIAL
MAGIC CONFERENCE

James
Freedman



YMCWORKSHOP DATES 2010
16th January 13th February 20th March
17th April 22nd May 26th June
17th July 18th September 24th October
13th November (Sunday J-Day)

Workshop fee £5.00. As always workshops will run from 11am - 4pm and will be held at The Magic Circle HQ
(address on page three). Please be sure to bring packed lunch (drinks will be provided free), a deck of cards,
notebook and a pen as minimum requirements for the day. Please note: you must register in advance each time.
Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk

J-DAY IS COMING!
Don’t forget that Sunday 24th
October is this year’s J-Day! We
have some exciting people lined
up to come and give lectures and
appear in our gala show.

We have just heard that Francis
Menotti from USA will be our
overseas star! Google him!

Just as important are the finals of our
annual competitions, both close up and stage. We
are looking for entertaining magical acts of eight
to ten minutes maximum for either or both
categories. Auditions will take place on Saturday
18th September and from these we will choose six

of each for the finals. So email
me for the competition rules
and get working on your act.

It’s important to concentrate
on knowing your patter well,
knowing where your props
are when you need them –
and what you are going to
do with them when you are

finished. Clothing gives an important
impression too alongside eye contact and a good,
strong clear speaking voice. Of course you need to
know the tricks you are doing very well indeed so
that you can make the ‘moves’ without thinking
whilst your mind works on the entertainment side
and most of the above mentoned aspects.

You have the whole summer to work on this – so
I look forward to a very busy day of auditons in
September!

HHOOCCUUSS  PPOOCCUUSS
The magnificent and amazing Paul Kieve, master
illusionist, magic consultant to the Harry Potter
films, and personal magic tutor to Daniel Radcliffe,
is here to perform a thrilling show based on his
book ‘Hocus Pocus’. Paul will perform incredible
tricks and illusions to baffle your mind and overload
your senses as he takes you on a tour of the
greatest magicians from the past.

Paul Kieve has performed this show around the
world and is a Gold Star Member of the Inner
Magic Circle – he has written the music for this
show too!

Tickets are £8.00/7.00 and are available from Polka
Theatre, Wimbledon on 020 8543 4888.

The shows take place Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th June
at 11 a.m and 2.30 p.m. or Saturday 5th June at

2.00 p.m and 5.00 p.m.
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A card trick with a surprising ending...

EFFECT:

A prediction inside an envelope is placed in full
view. 

The performer displays a deck of cards (backs
only) to the audience. He asks a spectator to
point to any card in the deck. When this card
is reversed it is (for example) Seven of Clubs.
When the prediction envelope is opened the
contents reveal the chosen card. The audience
don’t seem to be impressed  as they think all
the cards are the same.

When the remainder of the deck is reversed
and ribbon spread on the table top, they are
all the same – except that there are back
designs on both sides of every card.
Everything can be examined.

APPARATUS:

A deck of double backed cards: Easy to find
and inexpensive to buy. Perhaps you already
own one? 

A regular card: Any suit and value will do but
must have the same back design as the deck.
(For now we will use the Seven of Clubs).

A prediction slip: This states that the chosen
card will be the Seven of Clubs and is sealed in
an envelope.

SET-UP:

Square up the deck and place the Seven of
Clubs on top with its face downwards. Place
the deck in its case.

WORKING AND
PRESENTATION:

First display the prediction envelope and place it in
full view.

Remove the deck from the case and fan the backs
towards the audience. Make sure you don’t’ flash the
reverse sides of the cards. Approach a spectator and
ask for a card to be pointed to as you fan them out.
Whichever card is pointed to, remove it and
immediately rest it on top of the deck.

The only move you have to do is a double lift –
taking the top two cards as one. To the audience this
simply appears that you are reversing the chosen
card. Slide this card off. The top of the deck remains
looking the same, thanks to all the cards being
double-backers.

Ask a spectator to open the envelope and read out
the contents, revealing the name of the chosen card.

Wait for the groans
(or someone point-
ing out that all the
cards are all the
same). Agree with
them and reverse

the deck. Now ribbon spread it over the table for all
to see that, whilst they are all the same, both sides
of the deck have back designs. You can leave the
deck plus the chosen card there for people to
handle. To repeat the trick with another group just
change the regular card and the prediction.

Did you know that although most young (and old)
magicians use the term ‘deck’ in their patter, the
average member of the public here in the UK knows
cards as ‘packs’?

Published in Hugard’s Magic Monthly (US magazine)
May 1945 – Hugard says ‘Deck, as applied to cards,
is really old English which has been discarded by the
English themselves in favour of ‘pack’. Shakespeare
wrote ‘The King was slyly fingered from the deck’.
So the term goes that far back!

ALL THE SAME CARDS

IAN ADAIR



ESSENTIAL MAGIC
CONFERENCE 2010

The Essential Magic Conference is the world’s first web
conference for magicians. It will take place on the 15th, 16th
and 17th of July 2010. The entire conference will be broadcast via the internet. It
features lectures and demonstrations by some of the most important thinkers in magic. You
can watch the lectures live from your computer. Or you can view the
lectures on-demand immediately following their broadcast. There are
even opportunities for you to interact with and question the
conference speakers. As an additional bonus, every subscriber receives
a set of DVDs containing every lecture. 

The EMC is organised by Luis de Matos, Marco Tempest and
David Britland. It is a not-for-profit venture designed to bring together
magicians of all kinds, via the internet, to learn, share and collaborate.
The conference is being held at Studio 33, a purpose build magic
facility in Ansiao, Portugal. The facility was created by Luis de Matos
as a Magic headquarters. But you will watch the conference from the
comfort of your own home. 

Registering for the conference entitles you to several things:
• Access to the lectures as they are broadcast live on the internet.
• Access to the lectures as video on-demand immediately following the broadcast.
• A complete set of DVDs mailed to you and containing video of all the lectures

and bonus materials generated by the conference.
• Ability to participate in the conference by creating your own Member Page on the EMC website.
• Ability to join in Question and Answer sessions and online interviews with our speakers.

What is a Member Page?
This will be your own personal space on our EMC website. You can post your own magic
profile here. You can talk about yourself, your interest in magic, your experiences, your
creations. These pages will be used to generate topics for online discussions.  Your
membership expires one year after the conference i.e. July 1st, 2011.

The DVDs will be mailed to you and all lectures are broadcast in
English or, if necessary, translated into English. It is anticipated that the
lectures will be live in the afternoons and evenings in Europe. All the
Speakers will be at Studio 33 in Portugal but this is not a Skype
conference. All the lectures will be shot on a multi-camera set up and
delivered to you in high-quality video live and on-demand. 

The cost of registering for the conference is EUR €55 (US $75.00).
You can subscribe via the website. One registration covers one
computer but you are encouraged to invite your friends to watch the
conference with you.

Find all the details at:

www.essentialmagicconference.com

Apollo Robbins

Cyril Takayama

Guy Hollingworth

Lennart Green

Paul Kieve

Stan Allen

Barry & Stuart

Marco Tempest

Helder Guimaraes

Luis de matos

Richard McDougall
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In this third article, we shall move on to a
Stacked Deck which is usually called the Eight
Kings and which is very similar to the Si
Stebbins stack that we covered last time.

The Eight Kings stack also has two sequences
running through it:

Firstly, the suits are in Clubs, Hearts, Spades and Di-
amonds order, as they were for the Si Stebbins stack.
(This is the CHaSeD sequence, which we came across
last time.)

Secondly, the values are in 8, King, 3, 10, 2, 7, 9, 5,
Queen, 4, Ace, 6, Jack order.

Why are they in this order?

The Eight Kings stack is based on the following two
- line “ditty” (or mnemonic, if you prefer):

Eight Kings Threaten To Save
Ninety-Five Ladies For One Sick Knave

Converting this into the values of cards, we get:

Eight King Three Ten (i.e. threaten) Two Seven.  Nine
Five Queen (i.e. Ladies) Four Ace (i.e. One) Six Jack  

The stack starts with the Eight of Clubs as the top
card of the deck. The next card is the next suit in se-
quence (i.e. Hearts) and the next value in sequence
(i.e. King), giving the King of Hearts. The third card
is therefore the next suit in sequence (i.e. Spades)
and the next value (i.e. Three), giving the Three of
Spades.

This is repeated throughout the entire deck, which
should result in the following sequence if everything
goes according to plan:

8C, KH, 3S, 10D, 2C, 7H, 9S, 5D, QC, 4H, AS, 6D, JC,
8H, KS, 3D, 10C, 2H, 7S, 9D, 5C, QH, 4S, AD, 6C,
JH, 8S, KD, 3C, 10H, 2S, 7D, 9C, 5H, QS, 4D, AC,
6H, JS, 8D, KC, 3H, 10S, 2D, 7C, 9H, 5S, QD, 4C,
AH, 6S, JD.

If the final (face) card is the Jack of Diamonds, then
it is probable that the deck is stacked correctly.
You will also notice that if you calculate which card
should follow the Jack of Diamonds, you will find
that it will be the Eight of Clubs, which happens to
be the top card of the deck.

Thus, the Eight Kings stack is “cyclic”, just like
the Si Stebbins stack that we covered last time.

If you now ribbon spread the deck face up on the
table, you will notice that the stack is far less obvious
than was the case with the Red / Black Stack.

STACKED DECKSEight Kings
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However, and just like the Si Stebbins stack, the
regular pattern of both the suits and the values will
not bear scrutiny for very long.

So, what can you do with the Eight Kings stack?

Well, mainly, you can do most tricks with the Eight
Kings stack that you can with the Si Stebbins stack,
and the following effect would work with either of
these two stacks:

The pack is arranged in the Eight Kings stack (or the
Si Stebbins, or any other system in which the
sequence runs in four cycles of thirteen values).

False shuffle the pack and ask a spectator to make
several complete cuts and then invite him to take the
top card, look at it, put it face down on the table
and deal thirteen cards on top of it. The remainder
of the pack is put aside.

Tell him to pick up the fourteen cards, shuffle them
thoroughly and then hand the packet to you.

To find his card, you simply look over the faces and
find a pair of cards of the same value. There will only
be one pair in the fourteen cards, and one of this
pair will be his card. Suppose that the pair is the King
of Clubs and King of Hearts, and the arrangement of
the suits in the stacked pack is the standard ChaSeD
sequence. The spectator’s card will therefore be the

one that occurs first in the suit order, which in this
case would be the King of Clubs.

Having found the card, you merely need to reveal it
in whatever magical manner you choose.

If you would like to find more ideas on how to use
the Eight Kings stack, then the “Encyclopaedia Of
Card Tricks” by Jean Hugard, mentioned in my last
article, has a chapter devoted to “Mysteries Of A
Prearranged Ordinary Pack Of Cards”, including
some using this particular stack.

That’s all for this issue, but if you have any questions
or comments about what I have covered, please feel
free to send in a question to The Young Magicians’
Club and I shall do my best to answer them.
Next time, we shall move on to a totally different
type of stack.

In the meantime, have a think about these two ques-
tions: using any of the three stacks covered so far
(i.e. the Red/Black, Si Stebbins or Eight Kings), could
you easily know (or calculate) where a particular card
was located in the deck, or what card occupied a
particular position?

Next issue’s stack will begin to address these
questions.

PART 3     By Mark S. Farrar AIMC



£25.00
plus p&p

International Magic - London
The JC Wagner Lecture DVD

For full details visit www.internationalmagic.com

International magic, 89 Clerkenwell Road, London EC1R 5BX. UK
E: admin@internationalmagic.com / T: +44 (0)20 7405 7324 / F: +44 (0)20 7831 2927

Plus other lecture DVD’s from our convention
over the last 2 decades. Don’t forget our
superb Magic Convention held at the end of
November each year in London, featuring
the International Close Up Competition
and spectacular Gala Show

Recorded live at the MacMillan Magic Convention

A live lecture from legendary close-up bar magician, J.C. Wagner.
On this dvd you will learn some of JC’s fantastic card magic, such as:

Stand Up Triumph

The Lie Detector

Assembly With a Difference

Factory Misprints

Royal Detectives

The ideal walkaround version of this classic effect, which fools magicians and
laymen alike.  After a card is freely chosen and replaced, the deck is mixed face
up and face down.  With a click of the fingers, the cards are all shown to be
facing the same way except one - the selected card!  What’s more, just before
the climax the cards are clearly shown to be face up / face down!. No gaffs,
totally impromptu and no table.  Perfect!

Here is J.C. Wagner’s highly entertaining version of 
the classic Martin Gardner effect.  Absolutely superb stuff!

A slow motion Ace assembly that will fool the most knowledgeable magician. 
This routine features a full explanation of a most valuable move;  The Gamblers Cop.

A packet printing effect that many magicians are hailing as the best of its genre.  Four cards
are cleanly shown to be blank and one at a time, faces and backs appear on each card. 
The magician next performs an ultra clean version of Dr. Daley’s Last Trick, in which two of the
cards transpose with the others!  Finally, all the faces and backs melt away, leaving four blank 
cards once again.  A beautifully magical routine.

A highly visual, dynamic routine where a card disappears from between two red Kings, only to
re-appear in the centre of the deck, trapped between the other two kings!  What is really special
is that J.C. Wagner explains three principles that every card magician will want to learn and use; 
The Vernon Transfer, The Larry Jennings’ Flop Move and Paul Harris’s Count Subtlety.

PLUS A FULL PERFORMANCE OF JC’s SPONGE RABBITS ROUTINE AND A PERFORMANCE AND
EXPLANATION OF HIS CLASSIC CARD UNDER GLASS ROUTINE AS WELL AS A MINI LECTURE ON
OUTS AND ESTIMATIONS,  EXPLAINED FULLY IN REGARD TO JC’s THINK OF A CARD EFFECT 
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The Bristol Day of Magic celebrated its 50th Anniversary with a European
flavour. However the whole event kicked off with a party in a café/bar
which was a super hangout – if only they hadnʼt taken up to two hours to

deliver food orders to tables! At least, thanks to the Bristol Magic
Societyʼs Mandy Farrell, there were playing card adorned cupcakes to
stave off the hunger pangs…..

Etienne Pradier gave a super lecture the
next morning and the dealer hall was an
extended one this year with a main floor

and a balcony level too. The close up per-
formers were all excellent too – Michael

Vincent provided a presentation for a Matrix
effect by using postcards of Stonehenge, some

pebbles and suitable patter about that famous local landmark.
David Stone was funny, outrageous and magically amazing with
coins appearing and disappearing, Card in Mobile Phone and so many
other innovative ideas. Etienne, on the other hand, didnʼt appear to

complete a single trick but had us in fits of laughter with his
magician-only gags and spoofs on well known
tricks. Those who hadnʼt seen his lecture were surprised

that he didnʼt perform any magic - but those who had already knew that
he had proved himself to be a fine technician.

During the first close up session we held a YMC workshop for an
hour. We were so lucky to have the brilliant Rafael from Belgium, one

of the main stars of the Convention, come to talk to everyone and
demonstrate a colour change. He stayed for the entire hour and

added all sorts of advice, ideas and help. Katherine Rhodes, who some
of you know from our workshops, taught a very effective card trick

named ʻUntouchedʼ which we both use when working – and I explained an
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impromptu version of ̒ Knife or Pen through Noteʼ. Everyone had a great
time and, as weʼd all been issued with second ̒ sittingʼ tickets for the close

up show, no one attending the workshop missed out on anything.

The Geoffrey Durham lecture was, as always, a truly professional and
illuminating delve into the remarkable mind of a great performer
who knows himself and plays to his strengths. It is always

wonderful to hear him talk and the audience were most
appreciative.

Ian Keableʼs one man show was also a delight, his broken watch routine
getting lots of laughter and applause.  Then a well earned rest for the

convention goers, and a leisurely supper hour or two, before the Gala Show which
was rated to be one of the best in all the years in Weston Super Mare, the conventionʼs venue.

The Tiffany Dancers gave a lively start to both halves of the programme and Tony
Stevens was a perfect host for the event, witty, amiable and entertaining. 

Rafael performed twice in the show; his dove act is truly innovative. His
arrival on stage in a pedal car showed him as a lovable geek in over-
large checked suit and spectacles. There was a lot of comedy as
doves appeared at unlikely moments and his finale with a rising dove
cage gave a super surprise ending.

Graham P Jolley was ascerbic and witty as he charged through some
very strong mental effects with outrageous humour which only he can
get away with; once again he proved to be one of the two magicians,
in this country, who make mind magic both funny and entertaining.

To close the first half, Pilou, from France, performed his Grand Prix award-winning
FISM act inspired by Les Miserables. Jaunty music accompanied manipulations of
a very high quality, using cards of  various sizes – and fruit!

After the interval Roy Davenport displayed his inspirational skills with his great
grandfatherʼs act which included cards, thimbles and his constantly colour

changing waistcoat. 

John Kimmons gave us some hilarious antics with his ventriloquism
skills, ably displayed through his mischievious puppet as well as

with two volunteers from the audience.

And finally Rafael returned to display his celebrated award-winning
Vampire act which was full of the excellent products of his imagina-

tion. He rose from his coffin to present a dress to a girl who appeared
to have nothing but a head and no body at all until she rose from a

cabinet fully clothed. A skeleton walked across the stage pushing a drinks
trolley and Rafael then plunged his arm straight through his butlerʼs body

to take a drink from a tray. The act was completed when the girl sat on a settee
and her torso was severed from her legs – as seen in the photo above!

This convention is one of the best – and well worth a visit if you have never attended anything like It
before. All the best performances, dealers and lectures are run at a leisurely pace throughout the day
and you will always have a great time. So diarise it for next year  - and see you there!

Followed on from page 11
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Age: 12.

Current Home? Cambridge

Joined The Young Magicians Club? Sometime last
year.

Hobbies apart from Magic? Filmmaking, acting
and writing.

Favourite magic book? Joshua Jay the complete
course. I learned loads from it.

Favourite Non-Magic Book? Harry Potter books
are great.

Favourite Film? That is impossible -I love so many:
Sweeney Todd, You Don’t Mess with the Zohan,
Clash of the Titans,  Avatar. The list is endless!

Favourite Magicians? Again I like so many: Paul
Daniels (I love his version of chop cup), Tommy
Cooper, Penn and Teller, Max Somerset. Anyone
funny. I also love magicians like Richard Ross because
of his amazing pocket watch routine and Lance
Burton for his immaculate dove act. 

WILLIAM
BEARCROFT

What Kind Of Magic Do You Enjoy The Most?
Anything with comedy, close up or stage!

What do you like most about Secrets? It is all
great!

Favourite magic DVD? Jay Sankeys XL. It is an
amazing effect.

Strongest non-magical performing influences?
John Cleese, Rowan Atkinson and Tim Burton.

Strongest magical influences? Paul Daniels, John
Archer, Tommy Cooper. They are hilarious.

What is your favourite magic on TV? Derren
Brown is great. I have recently been watching this
program where he investigates a medium who
“claims” he can speak to the dead. 

Which magician would you most like to be and
why? Tommy Cooper because he is so funny!

If you had your own TV chat show and could
interview any three people - real or fictitious,
dead or alive - who would they be? Tommy
Cooper, John Cleese and Paul Daniels.

Top tip for getting into magic? Start with one or
two good tricks and a book or DVD and practise
practise practise.

Some people I would like to thank in magic for
either their help or encouragement? My family,
especially my Dad, for taking me to workshops every
month and helping with the presentation of my
magic.



Richard Kaufman, author, illustrator and publisher of
many magic books, as well as Genii magazine, has
written a magic book for beginners and it is excellent
in many ways.  There are more than sixty tricks clearly
described with colour photos.

The tricks include familiar items like Coin in Dinner
Roll and Straw & String, and less commonly taught
classics like the Blister Trick, Bob Read's 
Smiling/Frowning Queen, and Wayne Dobson's
Colour Changing Deck.  Then there are some
that brought tears to my eyes because they are
so good.  These include Chicago Opener,  
Matrix and fifty-one Faces North.

There are also historical notes and posters, about famous magicians of the past.
There is extensive crediting, an introduction by David Copperfield and a list of resources
for those who want to take things further.

This is a great book for any young magician.

Knack Magic Tricks
By Richard Kaufman              � Reviewed by Matthew Field

9/10

244 page sof
tcover book,

8 x 8.5 ins, fu
ll colour

throughout, p
hoto -

illustrated, wi
th index.

£11.93 plus p
&p from

www.Amazo
n.co.uk. Also

available (non
-discounted

price) at book
sellers.

Value for mon
ey?

Worth the pra
ctice?

Amaze your fr
iends?

9/10

9/10

Angelo Carbone is so clever that it makes me want to cry.  He
demonstrated Hover to me and some other magicians some
time ago, and now it is available at a reasonable price.

The gimmick, which is virtually invisible, allows you to show
a deck of cards, remove them from the box, place the deck
on top of the box, and then move the box diagonally away
from the deck, which remains suspended on (apparently)
just the teensiest corner of the box.  A card (or your finger)
is waved under the suspended deck to show there's noth-
ing there.  The box is moved back under the deck, and
everything can then be examined.

This is very spooky.  You can watch a video of Angelo
performing the trick on YouTube – do a search for 'hover
carbone'.  This is excellent in every way and I think you'll
enjoy performing it.

Hover
by Angelo Carbone � Reviewed by Matthew Field

8/10
Value for money?

Worth the practice?

Amaze your friends?

Gimmick and instructionbooklet. £17 including UKshipping via PayPal toamcmagic@hotmail.com.  

�
Easy to perform

9/10

8/10

� to ���
Various skill levels
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About twenty years ago a New York magic dealer
showed me a miracle. A deck was spread face up on
the table to show it ordinary, then I was given an en-
velope.  The deck was re-spread face down and I
touched a card.  I pulled the card out of the spread and
it was (say) the Three of Clubs. I opened the envelope
and there was a card inside -  yes, the Three of Clubs.

I bought the deck, which was $50(£35).  It was a
great trick, although it can not be repeated for the
same audience.

But – imagine the impact of saving this for an
important  occasion and then wowing the audience.
There are many other effective presentations you'll
think of, including a Card at Any Number effect you
can do with the deck.

This is still a great trick.

Mastermind - By Chris Kenworthy
� Reviewed by Matthew Field

8/10 Amaze your friends?

6/10Value for money?

Heavily gaffed deck of
cards and instructions.

£23.99 from
Alakazam Magic,

www.alakazam.co.uk.

Young Andrew Mayne turns out a ton of DVDs containing
illusions that are for the DIY magician on a low budget. 
Sometimes they're good, sometimes ...

In this one Andrew has three cardboard wardrobe boxes, two
next to one another and one more stacked on top.  He goes
behind them and, from within, opens doors on the front of
the two stacked atop one another showing his legs in the
lower box and torso in the one on top. Then, seemingly
pushing himself with his arms, the top half moves over to
the second box on the ground, which has an open front.
So you see legs in one box, and Andrew's torso moved
over, Zig-Zag fashion, on the right. He uses his arms to
apparently lift his torso off the floor of the box so you can see beneath
it. He moves his top back over the legs, the doors are closed, and he steps out from behind.

Now maybe I've seen too much magic from behind the scenes, but this just didn't fool me
one bit.  What my eyes saw was exactly what was going on – there was no illusion. Go to
www.AndrewMayne.com to see a video.  If you like it, the DVD explains it all.

In Half - by Andrew Mayne
� Reviewed by Matthew Field

6/10

Instructional 
DVD.

£19.99 

plus £2.20 p&
p

available from

Dude thats co
ol magic,

www.dudeth
atscoolmagic

.

co.uk

Value for mon
ey?

Worth the pra
ctice?

Amaze your fr
iends?

6/10

6/10

Worth the practice? 8/10

things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense) - or put on your wish list!

��
Some practice

�
Easy
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I thought my young friends
from Secrets Magazine
might enjoy some more 
exclusive content from my
new book - 

BAMBOOZLERS - The Book of Bankable Bar Betchas,
Brain Bogglers, Belly Busters & Bewitchery: VOLUME
TWO

The book will only be available to buy from 
www.diamond-jim.com/originals It will not be
available from any other magic shop nor will you find it 
elsewhere online.

STICKY PENCIL
TRICK:  The magician rubs an ordinary pencil against
his open palm and,   when he stops the pencil amazingly
stays suspended or appears to be stuck to his hand.

SECRET:  Press the pencil firmly into your palm and
begin to rub it vigorously back and forth (Fig. 1).  In
doing so it causes friction and the heat creates a 
chemical reaction between the moisture in your skin
and the paint on the pencil.  Eventually the pencil will 

become sticky and it will remain stuck
to your hand for a short while.

Typically I’ll open my left hand palm up
and use the right hand’s fingers to rub
the pencil rapidly against my left hand’s
palm.  Once the pencil is stuck I’ll hold

my left hand’s open palm and pencil 
perpendicular to the floor (Fig. 2 ).  I’ll then place my
right hand about eight inches underneath the pencil
ready to catch it should it fall.  Another trick I’ve learned
is to time the action of twitching the muscles in my left
hand’s palm and the snapping of my right hand’s 
       fingers, so that as I snap my fingers the pencil falls from
my left hand into my right hand.

Before and after the trick you can allow people to 
examine the pencil and your hands to see that there is
nothing sticky on them.

CITRUS CARNY
TRICK: The magician holds a lemon up to his head and 
predicts how many sections are inside the fruit.  Once
it is cut open by the spectator the magician is
always correct.

SECRET: Before presenting this little miracle, slyly 
remove the small piece of stem that connects the fruit
to the tree (Fig. 3).  Count the tiny white dots under
this brown nub and this number will tell you how many 
sections the fruit is divided into.

DIAMOND JIM

Fig. 3

Fig. 1

Fig. 2
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EFFECT:
A spectator removes five cards from a deck, these
being individually inserted into small brown
envelopes, which are sealed. The spectator mixes
these well and hands them to the performer one by
one. The performer manages to name each card,
including one which is contained inside an envelope
which another spectator holds.

APPARATUS:

Five small brown pay-type envelopes
These hold a playing card perfectly.

A deck of cards This could be a
borrowed deck as this would enhance the
presentation.

PREPARATION:

Four of the envelopes are faked. Each has a small cut
out section towards the bottom right hand corner.
To cut these, insert a piece of card inside the
envelope; then, using a sharp craft knife, cut away
the portion required. Each cut out section should just
be large enough to display the indices of a card
through it.

SET-UP:

Have the five envelopes nearby, overlapping each
other with the genuine one on top. This means that
none of the cut-out sections will be on view.

WORKING AND PRESENTATION:

Explain to your audience that you are about to
present an experiment using five cards which will be
selected by a member of the audience. The cards
have to be removed with faces down and it is best
that the spectator doesn’t know of their suits and
values.

Explaining what is about to happen, the performer
fans the set of five envelopes and can, if wished,
move them from left hand to right, providing the

thumb covers the cut-out sections each time. The fan
of envelopes is reversed and placed on the table, 
cut-out sections face downwards. The genuine
envelopes is lifted up in the left hand, whilst the right
removes one of the five cards from the table and
slides it inside. In doing this the card is bent up 
silightly so the performer can quickly and casually
glimpse at it, remembering its suit and value. The 

envelope is sealed. The performer
states that he has sealed the first of
the five selected cards inside the first
envelope as a demonstration. He holds
each faked enveople (cut-out section
downwards) whilst the spectator slides
the card inside. This is done with all the
envelopes and cards, then all five are

gathered together and handed to the spectator who
is asked to mix them up. The performer shows the
method of mixing so that the spectator won’t turn
the envelopes over but will simply do as shown.

Once mixed, the envelopes are fanned. Glancing at
these, the performer can immediately locate the
genuine envelope; he already knows the name of
that card. He removes this envelope and hands it to
another member of the audience for safe keeping. 

One by one each envelope is brought towards the
forehead and, as this is being done, the performer
quickly glances at the cut-out section which reveals
the corner of the card. For each one the performer
states that it is red/black, low/high in value, before
announcing its actual value and suit. 

As each card is divined  its envelope is opened to
reveal the contents. Since these envelopes are cheap
to replace they can be torn into pieces to destroy the
evidence.

The performer pretends to forget the spectator who
is holding the last envelope throughout. Standing
well away from the spectator the performer names
the final card and asks for it to be removed and
displayed. The fact that the spectator is handling one
of the envelopes gives the impression that they are
all the same – but we know different!

FIVE CARD STUNNER!
IAN ADAIR
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ADD YOUR OWN TOPPING BY SENDING IN YOUR PUZZLES!

Dennis Patten’s
Puzzle Solution

Secrets -
April ‘10

SOLUTIONS

PUZZLE PIZZA

IMPOSSIBLE DOMINO BRIDGE
ALPHABET TEASER

The Key to constructing the bridge is to set
up two dominoes as temporary supports,
as shown above.  When enough dominoes
have been placed to give the structure its
overall stability, the supports can be
removed and placed on top.

The red letters are the capital letters in the
alphabet that have only verticle symmetry.
The blue letters are the capital letters that
have only horizontal symmetry.

Competition
Time

1+3+7 = 150
By adding one line to the above equation can
you prove the result correct?

A super prize awaits the first member to
contact Mandy with the correct answer
by email.  Be quick though - you do not
want to miss out!!! 

In this classic puzzle, the four red pieces can
be placed together to form a perfect capital
T.  Can you visualize how they fit together?
Copy and cut out the pieces to experiment
with different possibilities
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 LLeeaarrnn tthhee iinnssiiddee ssttoorryy ooff iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall ssuuppeerrssttaarr DDaavviidd CCooppppeerrffiieelldd  
AA MMaaggiicc LLiiffee by BBeennooiitt GGrreenniieerr tells the personal story of David Copperfield’s rise to be-
come the most recognised magician on the planet. Read behind-the-scenes info about some 
of his greatest illusions and learn what it takes to be No.1. Price: ££2200..0000 ++ ££22 PP&&PP ((UUKK ddeelliivveerryy)) 

Available from: wwwwww..mmaaggiiccsseeeenn..ccoo..uukk  

 
 

 

 

 
www.marvinsmagic.com 

For legendary magic job opportunities   
and work experience in store send  

applications to: Demonstration Manager 

Markyate, Herts AL3 8JL 



wwwwww..mmaarrkklleevveerriiddggee..ccoo..uukk  
 

Mark Leveridge Magic, 13A Lyndhurst Rd, Exeter EX2 4PA 
Tel: 01392 252000 E-mail: magic@markleveridge.co.uk 

*Online and Telephone Orders - P&P charged on a weight based scale. Mail Orders 
paid by cheque/PO, please add 20% of order value. A credit note will be issued for 

overpayments compared to weight based prices of £1.00 or more . CD Lecture Books 
and TricKlip CDs ordered on their own sent post free. 

TTaakkee yyoouurr ppiicckk ffrroomm aa lliinnee uupp ooff 
nneeaarrllyy 5500 MMaarrkk LLeevveerriiddggee rroouuttiinneess 

ffeeaattuurriinngg cclloossee uupp aanndd ssttaanndd uupp 
mmaaggiicc bbyy ggeettttiinngg oonnee oorr mmoorree ooff oouurr 

TTrriiccKKlliippss 
 

TTrriiccKKlliippss are video files supplied to you on a CD featuring 
professionally filmed performance and explanation footage 
of some of Mark’s best magic. 
 
Go to Mark’s website and you can watch video trailers of 
any of the routines you are interested in, and if you like 
them, you can order one or several for just ££55 ppeerr rroouuttiinnee. 
 
We will burn the footage of your choices in Windows Me-
dia Player format on to a CD and mail it to you POST 
FREE.  
 
There’s magic all of sorts included in the TricKlip selec-
tion, so go now and have a look and see what new magic 
you will soon be doing in your shows. 

 

THE CARD  
COLLECTION 

The largest selection of playing cards in the UK, 
maybe the world!!! 

We stock USPCC Bicycle and their range of decks,  
Including, Tigers, Ghost, Arcane, Smoke &  

Mirrors, Karnival ,  
ALL THE LATEST DECKS 

 
We also stock many other Magical items, Magnets, 
Silks, Flash products, Sponge Balls, Packet Tricks, 

 
 

Visit our website,  
www.cards4magic.co.uk  

Or come and visit our showrooms at 
 

Ashford Kent TN23 6JZ 
 

Tel:01233 647878 
Fax: 01233 646487 

E-mail:clive@cards4magic.co.uk    
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The Kaymar Magic Company
Quality Affordable Magic

10% Discount to Young Magician
Club Members

The New Kaymar Catalogue
is now available Only £3-00

(includes £3-00 discount voucher off future purchases)

Visit our Website www.kaymarmagic.com
or visit our magic studio at :

The Kaymar Magic Company Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road,

Nuneaton, Warwickshire. CV10 7DN
02476 353904
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