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Happy 2010!!
First issue of the year and I want to start by 
introducing you to our new YMC ‘friend’ Those of 
you who were at J-Day will recognise our mascot 
given to us on stage that morning by Keith Churcher, 
the originator of Home Counties Junior Days. Those 
were the forerunner of our J-Days and Richard, as he 
is now called, was their mascot back then. Now he is 
ours and will make an appearance each J-Day.

Speaking of J-Day – the DVD is ready!

Check out how to get your copy now – details on page 5. It’s a great way of enjoying the 
experience if you weren’t there in person - or to relive it if you were. 

Talking of conventions - Blackpool is looming, just a few short weeks away and I hope to see 
many of you there. There is still time to book if you haven’t done so already. Be sure to come and 
say hello if you find me.. I’ll no doubt spend much of my time sitting in the central coffee area 
chatting to everyone!

The Bristol Day of Magic will be celebrating their 50th anniversary this year and that is going 
to be a super event, with a YMC workshop, so be sure to check on-lne at:
http://www.bristoldayofmagic.co.uk

If you are thinking of going to the US this summer then have a look, on page 4, at the SYM 
Weekend of Wonder. Sounds perfect for a budding magician and there are events for the 
whole family!

There will also be the International Brotherhood of Magicians’ Convention in Eastbourne in
September with a one-hour YMC workshop on the Saturday -  and don’t forget J-Day in
October!

With many other excellent magic conventions and special days throughout the country you 
have a chance to watch and enjoy some of the great names so be sure to take the opportunity 
to do so.

See you there!
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We are in the news! Well – not exactly news but 
Magicseen,	 	 the	UK’s	 top	magic	magazine	 apart	
from Secrets of course, is doing a feature on the 
Young Magicians Club in its March issue. 

This	 full	 colour	bi-monthly	 independent	magazine	
is packed with great personality interviews and 
news, has specialist articles on all aspects to do with 
magic, including full instructions of magic for you to 
perform and a range of in depth product reviews. 

You can buy single issues in either hard copy £6.00 
or as a download at £3.50. Try it in March to read 
all about YMC from its earliest days.

You can also save money by getting a subscription 
from Magicseen Publications - 1 year (6 issues) post 
paid: £25.00 UK,  £37.00 Europe,  £46.00 Elsewhere
2 years (12 issues @ discounted prices): £45.00 UK,  
£69.00 Europe,  £87.00 Worldwide

For more details see the ad on page 21 or visit 
their website - www.magicseen.co.uk. 

FAME
FOR YMC!

WEEKEND OF 
WONDER 2010

The Society of Young Magicians is set for an-
other July convention following their previously 
successful one in 2008. This year the SYM will be 
gathering on the West Coast  of the United States 
- in Ontario, California from July 23-25 . 

Young magicians, aged seven to seventeen, may 
participate in a concentrated fun and learning 
experience with professional mentors. There will  
be shows, gifts, workshops, demonstrations, 
lectures and exciting social events, some of them 
for the whole family.   Jann Goodsell and her 
committee have decided upon the Doubletree 
Hotel which is only five miles from the airport.

Excitement is already being generated among 
Southern California magicians although young 
people are welcome from anywhere in the world. 
Reasonable pricing has been established for 
parents and siblings so that the whole family can 
enjoy this unique magical event.

Registration information and details 
will be posted at the SYM web site 
(http://www.magicsym.com) as they 
become available. 
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YMC WORKSHOP DATES 2010
 
 16th January 13th February 20th March
 17th April 22nd May 26th June
 17th July 18th September 24th October
 13th November  (Sunday J-Day)

 Workshop fee £5.00.  As always workshops will run from 11am - 4pm and will be held at The Magic Circle HQ
 (address on page three).  Please be sure to bring packed lunch (drinks and crisps will be provided free), a deck of cards,  
 notebook and a pen as minimum requirements for the day.  Please note: you must register in advance each time.
 Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk 

J-DAY DVD – IT’S READY!
It’s ready for you now! I’m delighted to announce that Bob Hamilton has advised me that you can now 
buy the J-Day DVD. He’s surpassed himself this year – ITS A TWO DISC SET!

DVD 1 - Close-Up & Stage Competitions and presentations
DVD 2 - Chris Capehart Lecture plus Brian Sibley’s ‘Audience with Max Somerset’

The cost for the double DVD is only £12.00 including postage – a real bargain!
Cheques payable to The Magic Video Company please and sent, along with your name and address, 
to:

The Magic Video Company
17 The Moat
Puckeridge

Herts SG11 1SJ

This is a must-have if you intend to enter our competitions in the future!

So send your money today – you won’t be disappointed!

Some of the many J-Day 2009 highlights - pictured below!
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CARD CONUNDRUM

DIAMOND   JIM

BRAIN TEASER:

Using two Aces, two Kings, two Queens and 
two Jacks one must lay out the cards so that:

Each Ace borders a King.
Each King borders a Queen.
Each Queen borders a Jack.
No Queen borders an Ace.
No two cards alike border one another.

Finally, the eight cards are positioned as in 
Fig. 1.

You should clarify that bordering in this 
case	means	vertically	and	horizontally,	but	
not diagonally.  What stumps most people 
is that they when they hear the rules they 
assume that both Kings border Aces, both 
Queens border Kings and both Jacks bor-
der Queens, when you can see by looking 
at the solution in (Fig. 2) that they do not.

SECRET:
See (Fig. 2) on page 19.

Fig. 1

Any of the cards used for this puzzle would make a great poker hand.  I remember playing 
poker once with a gypsy and we used tarot cards. I got a full house and four people died!

Diamond Jim is coming to Blackpool – and he’s given us a taster from his new 
book ‘BAMBOOZLERS - The Book of Bankable Bar Betchas, Brain Bogglers, 
Belly Busters & Bewitchery: Volume 2

The book is sold exclusively by Diamond Jim and retails for $20.00 but you will be 
able to buy directly from him at Blackpool for £10.00.

If you can’t get there, then buy the book at www.diamond-jim.com/originals

PUZZLE ONE
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NUMERICAL NIM

DOUBLE PUZZLE SPECIAL FEATURE

BET: 
Take turns with someone writing a number between one and ten on a piece of paper.  Keep a 
running total of the numbers and declare that the winner is the first one to reach one hundred or 
more.  You will always win!

In Volume One of Bamboozlers I teach a little game called NIM with a pile of matches where whoever takes 
the last match wins.  This version, done with just a pen and paper, is similar in principle.

SECRET:
Remember the following set of key numbers and you will always win this bet.

12 – 23 – 34 – 45 – 56 – 67 – 78 – 89
Notice that each second digit in the above list of numbers is one larger than the previous one so the 
sequence is easy to retain.  Each number is also eleven more than the preceding number.  

Once you begin playing the game you’ll want to eventually add a number that makes the tally equal one 
of these key numbers.  Once the total equals one of the key numbers, allow your opponent to write down 
another number and then simply add your own number that makes theirs equal eleven.  Doing this will allow 
you to keep hitting each number in the evolving sequence until you are able to add the last number giving 
you the winning total of one hundred.  Basically, when you hit the number eighty-nine you are home free!  

It sounds more complicated then it is.  I try not to start the “eleven sequence” until the total is over 
sixty, because I think it makes the method more difficult to discover.

In the figure below you’ll notice that your competitor begins the game by writing the number nine.  I have 
illustrated your numbers in gray.  Just add any digit you like between one and ten for now.  Notice that 
when the game total equals fifty-nine that you add eight, to begin the “eleven sequence”, making the new 
total sixty-seven (which is one of the key numbers).  From here on out simply add the equivalent of eleven to 
whatever they write down and ultimately you will win

After winning bet say, “I’ll let you take half the credit for that, because you can’t have 
a winner without having a loser.”

PUZZLE TWO
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Welcome to this series of articles about 
Stacked Decks, in which I shall cover 
several aspects of this branch of card 
magic. Lets start with how a Stacked 
Deck works.

In principle, a trick where the four Aces were secretly 
placed on top of the deck before the trick starts 
would class as a Stacked Deck.  However, within 
this series, we shall be using the term Stacked Deck 
to refer to an entire pack that has been set in some 
known sequence.

Why would you want to use a Stacked Deck?

Stacked Decks allow an entire range of magic to be 
performed, from the very simple, as we shall shortly 
see, to the very subtle and powerful.  They can 
sometimes be a substitute for sleight of hand, but 
they can also complement sleight of hand to create 
even stronger magic.

In each article within this series, I hope to cover 
one type of stack and a trick that uses it.  Where 
relevant, I shall also include references to sources for 
other related material.

To get the ball rolling, we’re going to start with one 
of the simplest full-deck stacks there is, which, for 
want of a better name, we shall call the Red / Black 
Stack.

To set up this stack, you merely take all 26 of the 
red cards, in any order, and place them on top of 
all 26 of the black cards, which may also be in any 
order.
You may be wondering what trick you could do 
with such a simple stack.

The Easiest Trick

Have somebody select a card from the top half of 
the face-down deck (which is guaranteed to be 
a red card), have a look at it, and then replace it 
within the lower half of the deck.  This will put their 
selected card within the 26 black cards, which 
makes finding it again as easy as it gets.

A n o t h e r 
Variation

Two spectators select cards – one from the top (red) 
half and one from the bottom (black) half.  Provided 
that they each replace their card in the opposite half 
of the deck to the half from which they chose it, you 
will be able to find both spectators’ cards as easily 
as you can find a single one.

STACKED DECKS
The Great Divide
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There is, of course, an obvious disadvantage to this 
stack, and that is that you cannot show the faces 
of the cards before the trick, as even the most 
unobservant spectator will notice the fact that all 
of the red cards are separate from all of the black 
cards.
Later in the series, when using a different stack, this 
disadvantage in this trick will be completely re-
moved.

In the meantime you could perform a convincing 
false shuffle.  After all, if you are seen to give the 
cards a good mix (!?) before the effect, people will 
be less likely to want to see the faces of the cards 
first.

False Shuffle

For a pack stacked using the Red / Black Stack, a 
very simple but effective false shuffle is called the 
Ireland Shuffle.  To perform this, hold the cards as 
you would for a standard overhand shuffle, and 
shuffle off small blocks of cards until you almost 
reach the mid-point of the deck.  At this point, run 
cards off singly, until you are some way past the 
middle of the pack.  Then, you can shuffle off the 
remaining cards in small blocks again until you reach 
the end of the pack.  You can repeat this as often as 

you like, but twice should be sufficient.  The reason 
that this false shuffle is particularly well suited to 
this type of stack is that the sequence of the cards 
in each half of the deck does not matter, provided 
that the 26 red cards are kept separate from the 26 
black cards.

That’s all for this time, but if you have any questions 
or comments about what I have covered, please feel 
free to send in a question to Secrets and I shall do 
my best to answer them.

For more tricks with this stack check out:

“Out Of This World” by Paul Curry

“Galaxy” from “The Art Of Astonishment, Volume 3”

by Paul Harris.

“Impromptu Out Of This World” by U F Grant.

“Netherword” from “Close Up Illusions” by Gary Ouellet.

“Out Of This Green World” by Lennart Green.

“Out Of This Hemisphere” by Daryl.

“Out Of This Universe” from “Close-Up Card Magic” by Harry 
Lorayne (which is my particular favourite).

“Prediction Out Of This World” from “The Commercial Magic 
Of J. C. Wagner” by Mike Maxwell.

“Second Time Around” from “Un-Worldly” by Roy Johnson.

A New Series By Mark S. Farrar AIMC



Written by Peter Duffie, with clear drawings by R. Paul Wilson.

Over 400 pages of unbelievable magic with cards and other items.

Over 60 extremely strong, commercial effects, with incredibly
clever and well thought out methods, PLUS a bonus chapter of
Dave’s ultra clean approach to some classic sleights and original
‘Dave Campbell’ moves.

Beautifully produced with a jacketed hard back cover and
laid out for easy reading and study.

Available from International Magic, London.

An outstanding book of original material

Long time friend and much respected magical col-
league of Peter Duffie, Roy Walton, Gordon Bruce,
Val le Val, Andrew Galloway, Jerry Sadowitz and
other such luminaries, the late Dave Campbell had
been kept a secret for far too long.

As a tribute to this wonderful magician and fine
man, this book (published by International Magic) is
a collection of his work.  It’s a real treasure that you
will enjoy reading and it’s full of material you will use.

The routines all demonstrate the uniquely creative
and clearly thought out approach Dave Campbell
brought to his magic.

The Dave Campbell LegacyThe Dave Campbell Legacy

Simply superb stuff!Simply superb stuff!

£35.00 plus p&p

From International Magic, London

“One of the most inventive
minds I  have ever
encountered..” Peter Duffie

“He knew how to construct tr icks
that were baff l ing,  enterta in ing
and d i rect .” Roy Walton

“Such is  the t reasure here in ,
you’l l be hard pushed to decide
which routines to leave OUT of
you r  r epe r to i r e . ”

Jerry Sadowitz

“Always directed at the lay
person. There isn’t a bad tr ick
amongst them.” Gordon Bruce

From International Magic (London) this is a stunning book of incredible
card and close up magic by Dave Campbell, one of Scotland’s best kept secrets.

International Magic, 89 Clerkenwell Road, London EC1R 5BX. United Kingdom
www.internationalmagic.com  /  Email: admin@internationalmagic.com

Tel: UK + (0) 207 405 7324  /  Fax: UK + (0) 207 831 2927
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The name of Ron MacMillan, one of this country’s leading magicians, lives on 
in the wonderful magic convention he created in London. Often known as 
Ron’s Day, for that is what it was in the beginning, this now spans a whole 
weekend and the 2009 event was a really magical time.

The shows were fantastic and the close up 
competition was a hard fought one.  
Rene Lavand is a legend and he not only 
performed a sell-out show on the last 
night but also gave a lecture/performance 
followed by another hour of interview. He 

was	simply	amazing	-	a	maestro	with	only	one	arm,	
performing miracles with a deck of cards.

As well as this David Berglas presented his prestigious International Award 
and this year it went to David Copperfield who received it via a live link. It 
was thrilling to hear him talking to us and particularly to find that there was 

a Question and Answer session held before the link was ended. Yes – I 
did ask him a question about advice to young magicians.  The answer: That 
they should learn every type of magic, not just close-up.

The Friday night comedy show was fun and I particularly enjoyed Chris 
Mitchell, showing us how much better it is to take a standard trick or two 
and give them a twist to make them your own. Otis Canelloni was the 
compere and the other performers also included Geoff Williams who 
lectured and was very busy as a dealer.

The Gala show, as always, was excit-
ing and varied. My personal favourite 
was Tina Lenert who opened the show 
from the auditorium before ascending to 

the stage as the Mrs. Mop character that is her well-known and fault-
less act. The other acts were also excellent in their own way and we 
experienced acrobatics, urban dance and contact juggling as well as 
comedy and magic!

All these, combined with enjoying the company of old friends and making 
new ones, meant that once again Martin and Georgie MacMillan, together 
with Noel Britten, had accomplished a superb weekend.

RON MACMILLAN’S 

Rene
Lavand

Noel
Britten

David
Berglas

Tina
Lenert



INTERNATIONAL
MAGIC

CONVENTION

volume 17, number 1 • 12

Matthew
Field

(Pictured)

Interviewed
Rene

Lavand

Otis
Canelloni

Rene
Lavand

George
Parker

Raymond
&

Mr
Timpkins

Revue

Chris
Mitchell

Yo
Kato

Brett
Sherwood

Matt
Hennam



INTERNATIONAL
MAGIC

CONVENTION

volume 17, number 1 • 13

Han
Seol
Hui

Noel
Britten

Armando
Lucero

One Motion
(Dance Troupe)

Heir of
Insanity

Leone
Nifosi

Geoff
Williams



There have been many versions of Tom Seller’s 
‘Just Chance’ effect marketed and published 
over the years. Here’s yet another – one which 
is not only easy to make up but is very easy to 
perform.

EFFECT:
Resting on the performer’s table are three tumblers, 
each covered with a cloth. The performer explains 
that inside one tumbler, and only one, is a five pound 
note. He further announces that he intends to stage 
a game with the chance for a spectator to win it. 
Two spectators then choose one of the covered 
tumblers.  When the cloths are removed their 
tumblers are found to be empty. When the magi-
cian one, the last one, is uncovered the five pound 
note is there for him to keep.

APPARATUS:
Three clear tumblers:
plastic ones are best for transporting.

Three dark coloured cloths:
12” silks in purple or blue would look good.

Three five pound notes:
don’t worry none will be paid out!

A sewing needle and some thin black thread.

SET UP:
The cloths are faked with each five pound note 
being crumpled into a ball. These are then attached 
to each cloth, first by sewing a length of thread onto 
the corners so it reaches halfway down when held 
diagonally. The needle is forced through the centre 
of each note and a couple of knots are tied, secur-
ing it into position. So all three cloths are the same.

Arrange the tumblers in a row or, better still, have 
them displayed on a small tray which can be lifted 
away from the table surface during the routine. 

Postion the napkins over the tumblers so the 
crumpled notes are inside and out of sight. Make 
sure the entire tumbler surface is covered.

WORKING AND 
PRESENTATION:
Explain that this is a game of chance in which you 
will prove that the magician always wins! 

Two spectators are chosen to participate. Both 
freely select their tumblers. In removing their nap-
kins the corners which have the sewn thread length 
attached are lifted upright and away by you, the 
magician.  The concealed note is also drawn away 
with the cloth which is now casually cast aside. Both 
tumblers are lifted up and shown to be empty – this 
can be done by the spectators who are invited to 
turn them upside down to prove nothing is suspect. 

Whichever tumbler is left for the magician, the 
covering cloth is simply draped from the front to the 
back so the note is seen resting inside. It can eas-
ily be removed, the fingers and thumb of the right 
hand first entering the tumbler and pushing down 
on the note. The cloth is now pulled up and away 
using the left hand, allowing the tiny knot to break 
through the centre of the note. Remove the crum-
pled note and unravel it, stating once again that the 
magician always wins!

NOTE: If using coloured cloths why  not have each 
a different colour so that the spectators can sim-
ply shout out the colour they want, rather than just 
pointing to a tumbler?

JUST ONE MORE CHANCE
By Ian Adair
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Age: 16.

Current Home? Maidstone, Kent.

Joined The Young Magicians Club? I honestly 
can’t remember, but not too long ago, maybe 
sometime during 2008.

Hobbies apart from Magic? Playing guitar,
stand-up and sketch comedy, film  making.

Favourite magic book? Modern Coin Magic by J.B. 
Bobo. 

Favourite Non-Magic Book? The Hitch Hiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy, all five  original books and the 
new sixth book by Eoin Colfer.

Favourite Film? Avatar, Sleepwalking and anything 
by Pixar.

Favourite Magicians?	Penn	&	Teller,	Derren	Brown,	
James	Randi,	Marc	Lemezma.

What Kind Of Magic Do You Enjoy The Most? 
Stage Illusions and close-up coin magic all with a 
healthy dose of comedy. 

Tam McDonald

What do you like most about Secrets? The ads. 
No!	I	mean	the	whole	magazine	because	it’s	that	
awesome. 

Favourite magic DVD? Street Magic from
Ellusionist.

Strongest non-magical performing influences? 
Bill Bailey, Adam Hills, Marcus Brigstocke, Tim Vine.

Strongest magical influences?	Penn	&	Teller,	The	
Amazing	Jonathan,	Jay	Sankey.

What is your favourite magic on TV? All the
Derren Brown shows and specials, The Unpleasant 
World	of	Penn	&	Teller.

Which magician would you most like to be and 
why? Tommy Cooper because he can make me 
laugh without doing anything necessarily funny!

If you had your own TV chat show and could 
interview any three people - real or fictitious, 
dead or alive - who would they be? James Randi, 
Peter Griffin, Flight of the Conchords.

Top tip for getting into magic? Learn a simple, 
but	amazing,	trick	and	try	it	out	on	some	friends	or 
relatives. Feels right? Then learn more and more, 
and become a rich and famous magician. And why 
not give your old friend Tam some financial sup-
port?

Some people I would like to thank in magic for 
either their help or encouragement? My fam-
ily (financial help and general encouragement), 
my friends (for being so wonderfully gullible!), me 
(yeah) and the internet (you can learn anything on 
that, I highly recommend it!).
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This DVD contains performances and explanations for seven illusion effects which are easy to 
construct and inexpensive as well.  These include the appearance of a mini-motorcycle, the 
magician ‘passing through’ an assistant (behind a covering cloth), the vanish of an assistant 

from a platform (after he or she’s been covered by a cloth), 
and a shadow box illusion.  These are constructed from 
cardboard or foam core, and some use black art or a séance 
cloth.  

Each effect is dealt with in detail, with the effect itself, 
the method, set up, construction tips, performance 
tips and other tips.  Much of the time Andrew directly 
addresses the camera while seated in a chair.  It is a one-
camera, very basic shoot.  A nice addition is the use of 
animated graphics to illustrate some of the methods.

Most of these illusions require an as-
sistant, and that’s good, because these play large.  
Black Art effects will always be a bit iffy, unless one has control of 
ambient lighting, but there are a couple of things here which I think are practical and 
ultimately worth the reasonable price of the DVD.

Illusion EFX - Andrew Mayne
z  Reviewed by Matt Field

63 min. DVD. £20.00 plus 

£2.50	p&p	from	www.

mikedanatas 

magicstudio.co.uk

7/10
Value for money?

Amaze	your	friends?
9/10

Worth the practice? 9/10

Paul Gertner is the award-winning US magician who is well 
known for his trade show work.  His trick, “Unshuffled”, is 
a classic and he has been marketing other material over the 
past few years.  

Ask a magician to force a card (or even to palm one) and 
you sometimes get that look of fear I get when I stand 
on a ladder!  Study of this DVD will go a long way in 
alleviating that fear.  Paul teaches the Classic Force (still 
the best), the Dribble and Riffle Forces, the Mental Fan 
Force and venerable Hindu Shuffle Force.  And he teaches 
four effects: his Opener, a multiple Force/Location effect; 
That’s a Coincidence, in which four spectators choose 
the four Aces; Screamer, a Harry Lorayne effect in which 
the card chosen has the spectators name on it; and The 
Library Card in which the deck is sprung at the pages of 

a book as the spectator flips through them, and the card found 
at a chosen page is the selection.

For a beginner wanting to improve his card skills, or the intermediate-level card en-
thusiast, this is an excellent, and reasonably-priced, choice.

Private Lessons in Card Forcing Technique -
by Paul Gertner          z  Reviewed by Matt Field 

8/10
Value for money?

60 min. DVD.  $25 (about £15)	plus	p&p	via	PayPal,	exclusively from The Paul Gertner Group, PaulGertnerMagic.com.

HHH
Takes practice

Amaze	your	friends?
8/10

Worth the practice? 9/10

HH
Some practice
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There is a cased deck of cards in front of the spectator. He names any number, no force. He 
takes the cards out of the case, counts the cards face down to his selected number, and sets 

this card to one side. He deals the remaining cards face down 
to check it really is a full deck of 52. His selected card matches 
your prediction. If the deck is now spread face up, it can be 
seen that there are no duplicates of the selected card. There 
is only one prediction and it can be set in stone because you 
know exactly which card the spectator will end up with. 

The big compromise is that it involves a heavily gaffed deck, 
albeit one that the spectator handles for most, or possibly 
all, of the trick. It’s essentially a ‘one trick deck’, so if you 
want to perform other card stuff you’ll need a deck switch, 
which is fine. The other, smaller compromise is that some-
times the spectator sets aside the card at his number, and 
sometimes it’s the next card. 

The explanatory DVD is absolutely first class and explains 
everything you need to know. This could well be a fea-
ture item of test conditions mind magic in any show. The 
secret is very clever and well-hidden, the gaffed deck does what it 

needs to do very well, and the explanation is clear and well-presented.

Intuition - By Hondo  z  Reviewed by Matt Field

8/10 Amaze	your	friends?

7/10Value for money?

Gimmicked deck plus 
instructional DVD. £22.99 

post free from 
www.magicbox.uk.com

The effect is that two decks of Bicycle cards are shown, one red 
and one blue.  The spectator is shown the blue deck and names 
one of the cards he sees as they are spread.  He then counts 
through the red deck to find the card and there are only 51 
cards - his is missing.  The card he chose is shown to be the only 
one with a red back, in the blue deck, and all the other cards 
are shown to have blank faces.

The theme is hypnosis and, if you can sell that, the trick is 
excellent.  The only move required is a Half Pass (it 
is taught on the DVD) and the move is performed 
under strong misdirection.  If carrying two decks is 
problematic, Peter Nardi has a one-deck version as well.

Everything is well-explained and the trick is a real mystery, good value for the 
money.

Thoughtless - by Peter Nardi
z  Reviewed by Matt Field

Two gaffed Bicycle decks 

and 14 min. DVD.  £19.99  

plus	£2.50	p	&	p	from	

Alakazam	Magic,	www.

alakazam.co.uk	or	www.

alakazam-usa.com.

8/10
Value for money?

Amaze	your	friends?
8/10

Worth the practice? 8/10

Worth the practice? 8/10

things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense) - or put on your wish list!

HH
Some practice

HH
Some practice



CHRIS PHILPOTT AT 
BHS
For one day each year, over the last 
three years, YMC member Chris Philpott 
from the Isle of Wight has been promot-
ing magic sales at British Home Store in 
Newport on the Isle of Wight.

Starting in 2006 Chris has provided a magic day 
at BHS every Christmas to promote magic sales in 
store. It all started when Chris thought that magic 
had to have a future so, when he saw magic sets for 
sale in BHS a few years ago, he thought Bingo! Now, 
a mere three years later, it has become an island 
tradition over the Christmas period for Chris to 
perform and promote Close Up magic in the store.

Chris said: “Some people find new magicians a threat 
but you have to remember that most young people, 
who get a box of tricks for the first time, throw away 
the instructions and lose the small pieces. They don’t 
get anywhere with magic – I know as I was like that 
at five years old. But the odd one or two will take the 
time and effort to learn the tricks and, after years 
of practice, become the great magicians who we 
admire today.

We magicians need to keep looking for new 
magicians because without new ones the art will 
die.  So that’s why I went in for promoting magic.”

The magic Chris performs isn’t just for selling the 
magic sets and promotion for himself: he also 
entertains the shoppers who come in out of the 
freezing	cold.	Chris	started	the	magic	day	at	BHS	
this year with some promotional material followed 
by	many	of	his	signature	tricks	which	include	“Cut	& 
Restored Rope”, “Cough Cough”, also known as 
“Card in Mouth”, and the ever wonderful “WOW”. 
For the grand ending Chris just had to use one piece 
from his Illusion Show. He and his full time assistant 
Miss Flea (better know as Emily) performed “Spike 
Thru Tongue”. with a twist of stage blood and a 
difficult scream from Emily! And the shoppers 
enjoyed themselves….

Christmas card - 25p
Wrapping paper - £1
Christmas pudding - £3.50…

Magic for shoppers - priceless!
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Chris and Emily 
(aka Miss Flea) 
perform for the 
BHS Christmas 
shoppers.
(Left)

Chris and The BHS 

Store in Newport.
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This 
year, at 

J-Day, I was lucky enough to win second 
place in the close up competition and was awarded 
with a trophy. This trophy had a little statue on it 
of a man called Isaac Fawkes, standing in front of 
a table that was littered with cards and coins. I was 
looking at my trophy when I realised that, although 
I’d heard the name before, I didn’t know anything 
about this man. What follows is what I found out.

In the 18th Century, close up magic was mainly 
performed in the streets or marketplaces of cit-
ies, with magicians having to both try and draw in 
passers-by while keeping the audience entertained. 
This was how almost every close up magician 
performed until a man called Isaac Fawkes began 
performing in a tent he had set up. This meant that 
people had to pay at the door, so they couldn’t 
just watch and leave without paying, and it also 
allowed him to create a sense of wonder and 
mystery and an environment where the audience 
could be drawn in without being distracted by the 
surrounding people. 

The brilliant thing was that his tricks weren’t any 
different from other performers at the time but, 
because of his different presentation. he became 
world	famous,	amazing	for	someone	at	that	time	
- especially a performer.  He did tricks with coins 
and cards, in fact he even used to perform the Card 
on Ceiling trick - in his tent but one of the tricks he 
was most famous for was the egg bag. He used to 
astound audiences by making eggs vanish and 
reappear and is credited with pulling hundreds of 
eggs out of one bag. Tricks like these, which meant 
that he could perform to bigger audiences than his 
tent could accommodate, forced him to begin hiring 
out taverns for his shows.

In these new venues he knew he’d have to make his 
shows longer and more entertaining for the bigger 
crowds, so he started bringing in other performers 
to pad out the time and, therefore, giving birth to 
the variety show. He was especially fond of people 
he called ‘posture makers’ which you and I know as 
contortionists. He also showcased mechanical 
devices, called Automata, made by the famous 
clockmaker Christopher Pinchbeck.

Although his shows were popular, and he got to 
perform indoors rather than facing the weather 
outside, he wasn’t happy because the venues were 
fairly dirty and the people he was performing for 
were often drunk and abusive and weren’t the 
crowds that he wanted.
 
Eventually, his show left the seedy world of the 
tavern and he began performing in halls and 
theatres. It was this move that made him even more 
famous and turned him into one of the superstars of 
the day. He became so wealthy that when he died in 
1731, at the age of fifty-six, he left his son £10,000 
(about £820,000 in today’s money).

Although he died nearly three hundred years ago, 
we can still learn something from Isaac Fawkes. 
He wasn’t afraid to be different and, in doing so, 
helped move the art of magic forward to shape it 
into what it is today.

By Joe Strickland
HOMING IN ON HISTORY

ISAAC FAWKES
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ADD YOUR OWN TOPPING BY SENDING IN YOUR PUZZLES!

Dennis Patten’s
Puzzle Solution

Secrets
December ‘09

Diamond Jim
Page 14

Fig 2

Solution

PRIZE COMPETITION
JACK VOGLER’S ANGRAMS
Thanks to YMC Member Jack Vogler for his 
anagrams to tease you this time! First two cor-
rect entries, received by February 28th, will win 
a	prize!

1. vddia fiecolpdrep
2. acenl outbrn
3. ayrrb nad utrsat
4. lia ogbon
5. rerdne wobrn
6. niidrac
7. ceropo mytom
8. lpau dianels
9. moanyd
10. riu rellge
11. inhoudi
12. enre dvalan
13. deribcm fejf
14. xam envma
15. nixon vidad
16. frideiegs dan yor
17. nnorev iad
18. hungc ginl oso
19. nepn dan lerrte
20. hotr vidad

The winner of the
December competition is:

Joe Daunt 

Answers to December’s Puzzle - 01. Magic Wand, 02. Slush Powder, 03. 
Thumb Tip, 04. Silk Hankerchief, 05. Change Bag, 06. Appearing Cane, 07. 
Sharpie Pen, 08. Deck of Cards, 09. Egg bag, 10. Dove bag, 11. Magicians 
Rope, 12. Flash Paper, 13. Sponge Balls, 14. Linking Rings, 15. Close up Mat, 
16. Rabbit, 17. Coins, 18. Table

SOLUTIONS

PUZZLE PIZZA
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The UK’s brightest, full colour, independent, bi-monthly magazine 
Miss it and you miss a lot! 

1yr (6 issue) sub: 
£25.00 (UK) 

2yrs (12 issues) sub: 
£45.00 (UK) 

Instant downloads: 
£3.50 per issue 
Available from 

www.magicseen.co.uk 
13A Lyndhurst Rd, Exeter EX2 4PA 

The Kaymar Magic Company
Quality Affordable Magic

10% Discount to Young Magician 
Club Members

The New Kaymar Catalogue
is now available Only £3-00 

(includes £3-00 discount voucher off future purchases)

Visit our Web site www.kaymarmagic.com
or visit our magic studio at :

The Kaymar Magic Company Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road,

Nuneaton, Warwickshire. CV10 7DN
02476 353904

J-DAY 
2009
DVD

The cost for the double DVD is only £12.00 
including postage – a real bargain!

Cheques, payable to The Magic Video Company 
please and sent, along with your name and 
address to:

The Magic Video Company
17 The Moat
Puckeridge

Herts SG11 1SJ



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Available from 1st Feb 2010 
 
 

www.markleveridge.co.uk  

 

THE CARD  
COLLECTION 

The largest selection of playing cards in the UK, 
maybe the world!!! 

We stock USPCC Bicycle and their range of decks,  
Including, Tigers, Ghost, Arcane, Smoke &  

Mirrors, Karnival ,  
ALL THE LATEST DECKS 

 
We also stock many other Magical items, Magnets, 
Silks, Flash products, Sponge Balls, Packet Tricks, 

DVD’s, Thumb Tips and Much Much More !! 
 

Visit our website,  
www.cards4magic.co.uk  

Or come and visit our showrooms at 
87 Ellingham Way Ind’ Estate 

Ashford Kent TN23 6JZ 
 

Tel:01233 647878 
Fax: 01233 646487 

E-mail:clive@cards4magic.co.uk    
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VISIT THE MACIC CAVE

EVERYDAY
 

IN

COVENT GARDEN

10% DISCOUNT
WITH THIS AD OR GO

ONLINE AT

www.magiccave.co.uk
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