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First of all a huge thank you to all of you who sent
cards, gifts and emails in celebration of my wedding
to Rob. I was amazed to hear that some of you
actually watched it on line as it happened too. It was
a fabulous day with an unexpected magic verse or
two during the ceremony and some brilliant close up
magic from Fay Presto and Phil Perry. I am being
badgered by a few YMC members to show the DVD
during a future workshop – but I’m worried that
doing that would be rather self-indulgent. It’s up to
you though – let me know if you would like to see
it…
We have so much packed into this month’s magazine: Joshua Miller has now left us after
being a member of YMC and attending all the workshops from the very first one! You can
read about his time with us and the opportunities that opened up for him because of it.
Megan Knowles-Bacon had a wonderful time in Canada at magic camp – her story is also in
these pages. Of course my time in Kentucky is covered too! It was amazing, being a guest
of the President of the Society of American Magicians, Bruce Kalver, who you met at J-Day
last year, and hanging out at a convention with Shawn Farquhar, Joshua Jay and many other
great names in magic.
Speaking of J-Day don’t forget to book your ticket – you can’t get in unless you book in
advance! It’s going to be a super day and I can now reveal that the gala show will also
include award winning comedy magicians Mark Shortland and John Archer, the whole thing
to be compered by Richard Pinner. All three will be competing in The Magic Circle’s Stage
Magician of the Year so we wish them well for that.
So, with all your favourite regular items too, this is a very full issue of ‘Secrets’ – have fun!

STOP PRESS: Congratulations to Ali Bongo who was elected President of The
Magic Circle - and is now our YMC President too!
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Below: James Milner performing for Robert Plant

Above: BEN HART YMOTY 07 AND STEVE DELA YMOTY 05

As you are probably aware The Magic Circle holds it's YOUNG
MAGICIAN OF THE YEAR competition every two years and
applications for entry are invited from all young magicians
between the age of 14 and 18 as of 1st January 2009.
Recent winners have included Paul Dabek, Steve Dela and Ben Hart
while earlier ones included YMC’s very first member, Dominic Wood.
There is an application form available in pdf format which includes
the competition rules. If you are interested in taking part, or just
want to find out what is involved, please email me and I will forward
it to you. Even if you aren’t going to compete, the competition is a
great show and you are welcome to buy tickets for the heats which
are being held at The Magic Circle Headquarters on 19th April with
the final there on 12th July. Tickets will be available from The Magic
Circle in the usual way.

MAGIC AND BOOKS FOR SALE

JAMES MILNER
ROCKS!

YMC member James Milner was invited to perform some close
up magic at the 60th Birthday party of International Rock star
Robert Plant. ‘I was working with my dad earlier in the year, did
a show at Kinver and Robert was there. He got up and sang with
a band called Fairport Convention. Afterwards he invited me to
entertain at his party”.

As many of you know our founder, Richard Stupple, passed away.
His wife Mary has contacted me to say that she is now selling
Richard’s magic books and tricks.

WELSH-SPEAKER?

Richard was a celebrated children’s entertainer and the props reflect
that, covering items such as dove pans, change bags, silks and some
unused Practical Magic items too. The books are much more
random and cover stage and close up, from thimble work to
advanced card magic, from biography to illustrated history.

If you are a young magician who can speak Welsh contact me
NOW! BBC Wales are desperately looking for you – they are
putting together something about Houdini for Halloween and
can’t wait to meet you!

If you are interested in seeing the lists please email me and I can
forward them to you. Please mark your email ‘books’, ‘props’ or
‘both’.

Emaill me on my usual address; mandy@TheMagicCircle.co.uk as
soon as possible and let me know so I can give you their contact
details.

Workshop Dates 2008
OCTOBER 19 (Sunday J-Day)
NOVEMBER 15
Workshop fee £5.00

As always workshops will run from 11am - 4pm and will be held at The Magic Circle HQ (address on page three). Please be sure to
bring a packed lunch (drinks and crisps will be provided free), a deck of cards, notebook and a pen as minimum requirements for the
day. Please register in advance each time - Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk
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DON’T FORGET YOUR
TICKET FOR J-DAY!
We have a really splendid one day convention for you – don’t
miss it!
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You must book in advance, no turning up on the day! See the
ad below for details before it’s sold out!
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Most of you probably aren’t bovvered – but quite a few
parents, who didn’t get to watch the wedding on line, have
asked to see a photo of the day so here we are, the very first
bride and groom at The Magic Circle.
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THE OFFICIAL PICTURE!

Above: Mandy Davis & Rob Cox - The first couple to marry at the Magic Circle HQ!

All the way from France we have imported Boris Wild to start
us off with a super lecture. This will be followed by the finals
of our close up competition with our stage finals after lunch.
Then, after time to visit the dealers, you will be treated to ‘An
Audience with… Roy Davenport’ hosted by Brian Sibley, a rare
treat indeed. After some more time to spend money there will
be the presentation of awards, not forgetting the Member of
the Year Trophy, and a stunning gala show which includes both
Boris and Roy with added comedy from Mark Shortland and
John Archer, all held together by compere for the evening
Richard Pinner.

Interviewed by Brian Sibley MMC
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The FINALS of our annual
Close-up and Stage COMPETITIONS
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An award-winning GALA SHOW featuring:
nd
BORIS WILD, ROY DAVENPORT, MARK SHORTLAND and more!
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Tickets available from AUGUST 11TH: Members of YMC £12.00
Non-members (10 years – under 18) £15.00
Adult tickets (issued only under special circumstances after 1st October) £25.00
All tickets are available with cheque and s.a.e. from
YMC J-Day, 12 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD
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SORCERERS SAFARI –
MEGAN’S STORY
“You’ll want to go back next year” is what Josh Miller said
when I asked what magic camp was like - so I had no idea
what to expect.

In the evening, after dinner, everyone went to Pinetages
Theatre for introductions. Each cabin had to get up on stage
and introduce themselves in an interesting way. All the girls
in my cabin hit a cheesy magician’s pose as their names
were called out! Other cabin performances included a giant
human-egg bag routine and giving magician Wayne
Houchen a hilarious, freaky serenade with an accordion!
Below: Magic Mike - one of the camp organizers

After months of anticipation, Friday 22nd August finally
arrived and Josh and I landed in Pearson airport, Toronto,
Canada. We were met by our fantastic host family whose
son, Scott, was also coming to camp. They made us feel
really welcome and gave us a tour of Toronto to get our
adventure off to a great start.
After spending one night with the family, and sampling
delicious Canadian pancakes and maple syrup for the first
time, we boarded the bus which would take us to Camp
White Pine, Haliburton, Ontario. It was a long journey but
seemed shorter as I got to know some of the campers.
Everyone cheered as we arrived at camp and I knew I was in
for a very exciting week. As we were sorted into cabins I met
all the girls I would be sharing with, the girls in the younger
Below: Megan and friends in their cabin

After a wonderful first day camp just got better and
better!!!
Every morning, after breakfast, the entire camp would have
an exercise session, then go to card class. My tutor was Al
Grose who made classes very funny! Although I don’t
usually do card tricks I found card class very enjoyable and
learnt some new tricks.
After card class the whole camp took part in a field activity.
These were very active games, including ‘Capture the Flag’,
‘Crocket’ (baseball played with a football) and ‘Survival’.
These games were great fun although I had never played
them before so didn’t really know what to do.
After lunch we went to another lesson, this time one of our
electives. I had chosen Multiplying Balls, Stage Workshop,
Card Flourishes, Theatre Tech, Linking Rings and Marketing.
cabin, and our councillor Amy. I was surprised to find that so
many girls had come to camp although there were still many
more boys.
We had lunch then went to our cabins to unpack. We stayed
in large, log cabins with bunk beds. As there were not many
girls in my cabin, we had two beds each!

The Multiplying Balls workshop was fun - although I spent
a lot of time chasing the balls as my hands were too small
to hold them all!
The Stage Workshop was also very interesting; we worked
on projecting our voices and learnt about the importance of
warming them up before a performance.
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www.scorcerers-safari.com
Mike@Magic-Mike.com
By Megan Knowles-Bacon
I found the Card Flourishes class quite difficult but still really
enjoyable. I particularly liked the fact that Jason Dean taught
us flourishes with purpose rather than ones for simply showing off.
The Theatre Tech workshop taught me a lot of information
on lights, sound, safety and working backstage. I found the
lesson very interesting, as this area of theatre is almost
totally new to me, and it has made me want to further my
knowledge of it.
I found the Linking Rings class rather easy as I have
performed these many times. However I loved teaching the
rest of the group the ‘throw link’ and helping others who
were new to this classic effect.
The lesson on Marketing was given by Wayne Houchen. I
came away from this with so many great tips on how to sell
myself that I couldn’t wait to start putting them into
practice!
After our electives we got the chance to chill out. We could
swim in the huge, beautiful lake and also use the diving
board and water trampoline. The docks on the lake were a
great spot for sunbathing in the lovely Canadian sun! We
also played beach volley ball and shared tricks.
The next daily activity was Performance workshop. Here we
got the chance to perform and give constructive criticism.
We also got to have a go at using the lighting, spotlight and
sound equipment. During one of these workshops one of
the girls got me to take part in a ‘knock-knock’ joke, which
everyone found hilarious because of my accent! I also kept
many people amused throughout the week with my names
for everyday objects!

Above: Megan and Joshua visit Niagara Falls

Farquhar, Murray Hatfield, Greg Frewin, Eric Buss and Dick
Joiner. I performed my rings routine in the Thursday show
and the Friday show was purely for campers. I love that I
can now say that I have performed internationally!
One evening, after the show, we chilled out by the lake at
the BBQ beach party. We all had to dress up Hawaiian style!
Another evening we had an amazing lecture and
performance from Joshua Jay. On the last evening, after the
camper show, there was an awards ceremony where I was
presented with a plaque, for receiving my scholarship, of
which I am extremely proud. The week was then rounded
off with a dance.
I had an awesome week at camp, learning new skills,
meeting new friends and having fun. After camp,
our fantastic host family took Josh and me to the stunning
Niagara Falls and also to see Greg Frewin’s incredible show
in which he produces tigers.
All this would not have been possible without help from:
Magic Mike and Jen Segal (who run the camp), SAM
endowment fund, Ali Bongo for his reference and, of
course, Mandy Davis without whom I would never have got
there at all! Also thanks to Josh and Dawn Miller for all the
phone calls and info and last, but not least, my host family
- Sue, Dave, Scott and Kira - for all their kindness and generosity.

Above: Megan getting up close with her feline friend

So a massive THANK-YOU to all!
After dinner the whole camp went to Pinetages for an
amazing show. Performers included Michael Ammar, Shawn

And Josh was right – I definitely want to go back next year!
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By
Marc Oberon
★★

DRAW WHAT
YOU SEE!

Takes practice
rotating the book.

Here’s a great book test that utilises your
white board and pen to convince the
audience of the extraordinary power of the
paranormal.
This is a great variant on ‘Book Mark’ in
which you borrow a paperback from a
spectator. In this version you can either
provide a book of your own or use a
borrowed book to work the effect.
Borrowing a book from a spectator
intensifies the power of Draw What You See
as the book can be returned afterwards with
no tell-tales signs of tampering to reveal how
the mystery has been achieved.

The Effect
Using a paperback you flip through the pages
until a volunteer from the audience cries
“stop” in the time-honoured fashion.
Without glimpsing the book you ask the
volunteer to select a word from the top line
of the page she has chosen. As she thinks of
that word you ask another volunteer to
“draw what he can see” on a white board.
The first volunteer announces her chosen
word and the other shows his drawing to the
audience. The two match perfectly.

Props
A paperback book
A whiteboard
A dry marker pen

Working
For this working example I used a book
which had the word ‘heart’ near the top of
the page as it is an easy shape to force as an
image.
Prepare beforehand by writing the word
“heart” on the centre of your whiteboard.
Keep this side of it hidden from the audience.

Taking the paperback you openly flip through
the pages in what you say is an attempt to
get a feeling for the style and content of the
work.
During the process of examining the book you locate the page which has
the word “heart” at or
near the top of the
page.
Insert your first and
second fingers in the
section you want to
force – in the photo I’ve
used all four fingers to
demonstrate how easy
it is to hide the force.
Keeping the spine of the
paperback towards the
spectators, and angled
down, so that they cannot glimpse your move,
riffle through the pages
asking your volunteer
to call “stop”.
The illustration shows
where the spectator
tells you to stop –
normally there will be
a small block of
pages between this
point and the break
you are holding with
your fingers. As you

Ask her to select a
word – using your
usual highly developed verbal skills to
ensure she picks the
word you intend.
Ask your volunteer to
picture that word in
her mind and to hold
it there.
Select a second volunteer from the audience.
Ask him to picture a giant blank screen –
then pause. The pause is intended to generate a little unease for the volunteer making
him slightly more compliant.
Give him the pen and show him the whiteboard. Pointing to the word “heart” and,
using these precise words, ask him to “just
draw what you see right here”.
From the audience’s point of view you are
simply asking him to make a drawing on the
board. But your volunteer will interpret the
instruction as being to draw an image of the
word he sees on the whiteboard.
As you hand the board to him use your
thumb to wipe the word “heart” away.
He will then draw a heart shape on the
board. I have chosen this image as my
example because it is simple to draw and
universally understood.
Finally, ask your first volunteer to reveal the
word she selected from the paperback and
ask your second one to turn the whiteboard
around to reveal that the word and image fit.
With A Borrowed Paperback

turn the book towards
the spectator, release
this block so that on
the completion of the
turn you are showing
them the force pages.
Use your forefinger to
force the pages apart
at the forced section
simultaneously whilst
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You can work the same effect with a borrowed book. As you pretend to examine it
flick through the pages to find one that contains the name of an object that a volunteer
could draw easily in the first line.
Write the word on your whiteboard while apparently deep in thought. Then shake your
head and say “no, let’s try something different” and using a tissue or a cloth pretend to
wipe the word away.
You are then ready to pick up the effect from
the start.

Alex Proud
What do you like most about
Secrets? The puzzles, and competitions, and
reading about the new magic tricks.
Favourite magic DVD? Oz Pearlman’s “Born To
Perform Card Magic” and Jay Noblezada “In The
Beginning There Were Coins”.
Strongest non-magical per forming
influences? My teachers.
Strongest magical performing influences? My
Dad; Mark Lee and Phil Peters at Merlins magic
shop in Wakefield.
What is your favourite magic on TV? Max
Magic and Secret World of Magic.
Age? Eleven.
Current home? Penistone, South Yorkshire.

Which magician would you most like to be
and why? I like Peter Firman because he’s really
funny.

Joined YMC? March 2008.
Hobbies apart from magic? Golf, walking my
dog, swimming, cycling.
Favourite magic book? “How To Do Magic
Tricks” by Nicholas Einhorn.
Favourite non-magic book? “Sebastian Darke
Prince of Fools” by Philip Caveney.

If you had your own TV chat show and could
interview any three people – real or fictitious, dead or alive – who would they be?
Harry Houdini, Homer Simpson and Tiger
Woods.
Top tip for getting into magic? Start off with
simple tricks and practise really hard. Perform as
often as you can and enjoy it. Join a local magic
club if there is one.

Favourite film? The Simpsons Movie.
Favourite magicians? Pete Firman.
What kind of magic do you enjoy the most?
Stage and Close Up, coins, cards, Linking Rings,
Cups and Balls, and rope magic.

Some people I would like to thank in magic
for either their help or encouragement? My
Dad for getting me interested in magic. Mark
Lee and Phil Peters at Merlins Magic Academy in
Wakefield for encouraging me and spending
time teaching me tricks and performing.
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International Magic - London
proudly present a stunning new lecture DVD featuring

Darwin Ortiz
Recorded at the MacMillan Magic Convention

London 2007

Author of many books such as ‘Strong Magic’ and ‘Designing Miracles’,
respected as one of the World’s foremost authorities on card magic and
an expert performerand teacher, Darwin Ortiz needs no introduction.
Here you’ll witness miracles, learn magic and be hugely entertained!
With clear, detailled explanations, this 70 minute lecture is the perfect
way to acquaint yourself with a true master, in a rare live lecture
appearance in the UK. This is Darwin Ortiz... A modern day Hofzinser,

at his very best!
Includes magic not published in his books and many
principles from his latest work ‘Designing Miracles’
Hard Target
A sandwich routine like no other, featuring a devastating
new concept by Simon Aronson

Beyond Collecting
A stunning brand new version of The Collectors plot
Passing Through
Marlo’s Push Through Failure taken to another level of perfection
Principles from Designing Miracles
The Critical Interval, Ascanio’s In Transit Theory, The NO WAY
Moment, plus important aspects of Attention Control
Test Your Luck
A proposition bet that could earn you a fortune

£25.00
plus p&p

All this and so much more... you’ll watch this again and again
Not just entertaining and engaging, this is in essence a mini course that with
study and attention to detail will elevate your knowledge, understanding and
skills in card magic as a craft and so your own reputation. Too good to miss!

For Full details visit: www.internationalmagic.com

International Magic,
89 Clerkenwell Road, London EC1R 5BX. UK

E: admin@internationalmagic.com
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7405 7324 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7831 2927
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Penn & Chris Priest
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CHEEKY BUT
CLEVER
CARD FORCE
By
IAN ADAIR

SET UP
Whichever card you wish to force
onto a spectator, have this one on
top of the deck.

WORKING AND
PRESENTATION
Pick up the deck and false shuffle
it. This can be done either by using
a riffle shuffle or an overhand one
– just make sure the top card
remains there.
Approach a spectator by fanning
the deck, backs uppermost. Ask
the spectator to freely select any
card, stating that this will be called
a locator card. The deck is squared
up with backs uppermost, the
named card being placed face uppermost on top of the deck.

There are many times when we
have to force a card. We can often
use a mechanical deck, or a regular
one, depending on skills we have.
Certainly the Classic Fan Force
beats them all but is one which we
must practise well if we have the
nerve to do so.
The force I am about to describe is
a very old one which I used when I
was a boy magician. I’ve added a
little extra to it which results in an
actual effect.

you would have to risk but your
recap patter could be ‘You selected
your own locator card. This was
lost in the deck which was cut time
and time again. You even shuffled
the deck’.

‘I will now cut the cards over and
over again’ you say and cuts are
made, each section being placed
below each other. When the deck
is spread, backs uppermost, along
the table surface, the locator card
is instantly recognised – the only
one which has its face uppermost.
Point to the card underneath this
card which is your forced one.
After the repeated cuts I have
found it possible to hand out the
deck to the spectator saying
‘Please give them a quick shuffle’.
Emphasise the work quick since we
don’t wish the spectator to shuffle
the deck continuously. I have
always found the two cards never
become separated. It’s something
volume 13, number 5 • 14

PERFECT PAIR
Here is an actual trick using the
force:
Select a pair of cards eg. the two
red sevens, and place one of these
on top of the deck. Let us assume
it’s the Seven of Diamonds. The
other should be amongst the
remaining cards.

WORKING
Fan the faces of the deck to the
audience, making sure you don’t
reveal the top card.
State that you require a locator
card which will find others.
Remove the Seven of Hearts.
Square up the deck and place this
card, face up, on top – making
sure the backs of the cards are
uppermost. Now operate the deck
as previously described as if to
force a card.
When the deck is finally spread
along the table surface, the card
next to it forms what you call ‘A
Perfect Pair’.

reviews

things that you might want to beg,
borrow or steal (in a magical sense)

Color Blind
★★

Matthew Johnson

Takes practice

❚ Reviewed by Matthew Field

The Colour Changing Deck is a respected trick in
card magic. Matthew Johnson has taken the trick
and added a colour changing card box as the logical ending to the effect.
A card is selected face up from a red deck which
is taken from a red card box. The deck is now
shown to be blue-backed with the selection
now the only red card. The spectator's card
then changes to blue-backed and the card box
also changes to blue.

50 minute D
VD
case and sta , gaffed card
card. £21.9 ndard gaffed
9 plus £2.60
p&p
from
dudethatsco
olmagic.com
Value for mo
ney?

7/10

8/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the pra
ctice?

8/10

You receive a specially printed card box and a blue-red double backer. The moves
are easy, requiring only a Double Lift and Hindu Shuffle, and the video is very well
photographed. Everything is well explained and the trick is perfect for the novice.

★

Freaky Body Illusions
Marvin's Magic

Easy to do

❚ Reviewed by Matthew Field

I wish I were a kid again! That way I could get Freaky Body Illusions and gross-out
all my friends.
This is an amazing magic kit – the best I've ever seen – containing seven pieces of
magic apparatus and a DVD and booklet containing instructions for these plus a
bunch more (including Stretching Your Thumb
and Finger Through Ear). The seven main
tricks are extraordinary, including the Kevin
VD and
James Living Hand in which you reach into a
Apparatus, D
ooklet in
b
n
o
box and pull out what appears to be a disti
c
ru
st
in
9 from
.9
4
2
embodied hand and arm, complete with
£
x
o
b
a huge
op
sh
y
gory end where it was wrenched off.
to
te
ri
u
your favo
Then the hand begins to move! You also
get a Head Twister (assemble yourself), a
Spirit Hand gimmick for a trick in which
0
1
/
0
y?
1
ne
Value for mo
you hold a box in both hands and a living hand emerges, the basic gimmick for the
self-levitation using a waist-high cloth, a Stretching Ear, and Brain Flossing, in which
s?
d
n
ie
fr
Amaze your
you appear to pull a string back and forth through your head.
0
1
/
10

ctice?
Worth the pra

10/10

The DVD explains things, mostly without words, and is very well produced. The box it
comes in is big enough to store the Head Twister after it's assembled – a thoughtful
touch. Search under the title of the set on YouTube for demonstrations. I can't
recommend it highly enough.
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Joshua Miller - YMC & ME
stage and I am always myself. Things go wrong
but, hey, that’s how you learn - just carry on and
don’t worry. People are always there to help and
give advice to you. Always listen to what people
have to say because however good you become,
remember even the best magicians in the world
are still learning.
PERFORMING AND PROPS

Now that Joshua Miller’s time at The Young
Magicians Club has come to an end he
wanted to share some of his memories and
experiences with the younger and newer
members.
This was how it all began:
My mum works at an after school club and in
2002, during the holiday, they had a theme of
magic - making paper wands and hats etc. We all
had a chance to perform in a little show. When it
was my turn to have a go, one of the dads, Ian
Thomson, came to pick up his daughters and he
said I should join the Young Magicians Club of
which he was once the Chairman. This was something I had never heard of before. Ian got me the
application form and I sent it off…
My first time at the Headquarters was J-Day 2002.
It was truly amazing to see the then young
magicians, like Steve Dela, Jonathan Shotton and
Paul Dabek, performing on stage with cards,
appearing and disappearing candles and canes
and Linking Rings. I just wanted to know how it
was all done and I wanted to do it too!
That J-Day, Stephen Mulhern compered the gala
show and I met and talked to him. What a day!
First actually going inside The Magic Circle
Headquarters, watching magic I couldn’t
understand, then learning a bit from the lectures
and seeing magic things on sale which I had never
seen before - it was so much to take in one day!
So I went back for more; well, to the workshop
the next month and the next month and the next
and I continued going every month for the next
six years.
I have learned so much and met so many people
at the workshops over that time: Dynamic FX led
by James Freedman, Loki, Martin Cox, David and
Dania, Paul Daniels and Debbie McGee, David
Berglas, Fay Presto and Andy Dallas of the Society
of American Magicians.
COMPETITIONS
I found I wanted to get on stage and perform
some magic just like I had seen at J-Day! I have
never been the best magician in competitions but
I am happy, confident and love performing on

During my first year at YMC I started buying
second hand props and things from MagicWeek
and Ebay. I wanted to do children’s parties and, of
course, stage magic. Once I had some magic I just
needed somewhere to perform so I started doing
children’s shows for friend’s children (for free) and
then stage magic at school. Soon people were
giving me money for the parties so I started to
charge and every time I did a show, I bought more
magic!
I have now been doing children’s shows for six
years and could have as many as three on one
weekend. The money I earn now goes in a
separate bank account and is only spent on magic.
I am a member of Equity and have insurance with
them in case anything ever goes wrong. But I
never do shows on YMC days as you can always
do shows - but you never know what you will miss
at a workshop.
There was once a workshop called Magic Idol,
similar to Pop
Idol. Fifty of us
entered and I
was on second.
I used a dove
pan and made
a birthday cake
with real eggs,
flour, milk and
toothpaste!
With an added
bit of magic I
Above: Joshua at his favourite magic shop
produced
a
birthday cake and I used lots of jokes. At the end
I was awarded the Entertainment Prize and £25
by Fay Presto for most entertaining performance
of the day.
One year after watching my first J-Day I was
performing magic on stage at J-Day with some of
the people who were performing the year before.
It was amazing! I didn’t come anywhere but I was
doing what I wanted to do - be on stage!
OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND
At the beginning of December 2003 I had a phone
call from Mandy Davis saying that Scott Penrose
was looking for a young magician for a new TV
show called “Max Magic”. Scott had seen me and
thought I would be good for it. I had to go to
London to audition. Some of the things I did were
Silk to Rose, Disappearing Candle and pulling an

eight foot wand from a top hat. They said they
would let me know in a few weeks as they had
other people to see but I had a phone call the
very next day offering me the part. So I had to
go back to London for two days’ filming. at
The Wyndhams Theatre in Charing Cross Road.
Max Somerset was the star of the show and I
did one trick a week on the six week series.
Then in April 2004 I was invited to be part of
“YMC Entertains at The Magic Circle”. which
is a show for the members of The Magic Circle
to watch, put on by the Young Magician Club.
It only happens every two years and I was really lucky to be part of it again this year.
June 2005 was also a great month for me as a
member of YMC because I had two weeks’
work experience at Hamleys Toy Store working
for Marvin Berglas, demonstrating his Marvin’s
Magic range. I had to travel from Cambridge
on the train every day on my own but I learnt
so much there and will never forget my time
at Hamley’s; I am so grateful to Marvin for
allowing me to be part of his team.
Roy Marsh, the Chairman of YMC before
Mandy, wanted three members to perform at
Gilwell Park for the Beavers and Cubs and to
stay for the weekend. So Steve Dela, Michael
Jordan and I were chosen. We each performed
seven shows over the weekend, performing to
8,000 people. We had a stage built just for us
with big TV screens on either side. Roy came
down on the Saturday to help us - we had
great fun but it was hard work. The shows
were every hour and each act was twenty
minutes so we had ten minutes to change the
props on stage and get ready for the next
show.
Also that year I was part of a children’s TV
show on ITV called “Tricky TV” with Stephen
Mulhern. Again this happened through being
a member of YMC. There were eight of us
chosen from the club and we each did a trick
each week on the show. We stayed in a hotel
overnight, then filmed it at Chatham
Dockyards. I did Rose Petal to real egg, then
cracked the egg in a big brandy glass.
In a 2006 issue of “Secrets” magazine there
was a piece that asked for someone to
perform at Blackpool Tower Circus. That was a
great day too as I watch the circus there every
year anyway and love Moki, the clown, so to
meet him, Below: Joshua at Blackpool Tower Circus
and
go
backstage
a n d
perform
my magic
there, was
another
d r e a m
come true.

TO BE CONTINUED...
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The UK’s brightest, full colour, independent, bi-monthly magazine
Miss it and you miss a lot!

1yr (6 issue) sub:
£22.50 (UK)
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13A Lyndhurst Rd, Exeter EX2 4PA

SUPER SNEAKY

Instant downloads:
£3.25 per issue
Available from
www.magicseen.co.uk

T he Kaymar Magic Company
Quality A ffordable Magic

The Thought Thief
A fantastic mind magic development by Jack Delvin
A me mbe r of y our au dience sim ply thi nk s of a
desig n f ro m a ca rd bea ring ove r 70 de sign s. If
they li ke the y can even thi nk up a de sig n o f t heir
own.
SUPE R SNE A KY de liver s the tho ught of desi gn
right int o yo ur han d in a matter of seco nd s.
JA CK D ELVI N use d SUP ER SNEAK Y to close hi s
min d magic act recentl y at the famou s Sa vage
Club in Lond on’ s We st En d – it bro ught the
hou se do wn!
Like all our magic it is si mp licity itsel f to use,
and is fool pro of in operati on. If yo u wan t to
totally a maze you r audience at t he fini sh o f yo ur
sho w get, Su per S neaky to wor k a miracle f or
you.
SUPE R SN E A KY co mes a bs olutely c om plete wit h
full in struct ion s fo r onl y £12. 50. P & P free t o
Secret s reader s.

Jack’s Magic Shop
18 L odge C lo se Or pingt on Ke nt
BR6 0 QQ
Please make che que s payab le to Jac k Delvi n
ww w.Jac kDelvi n.co.uk /s hop

10% Discount to Young Magician
Club Members
The New K aym ar Cat alogue
is now available Only £3-00

(includes £3-00 discount voucher off future purchases)

Visit our Web site www.kaymarmagic.com
or visit our magic studio at :

The Kaymar Magic Company Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road,
Nuneaton, Warwickshire. CV10 7DN
02476 353904
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Mystery Prize to be won. Send your answers for
Aliʼs puzzle above to Mandy by 30th October.

Last Months Solutions: Triangles - There are twenty-seven triangles!! In
general, the number of triangles of different sizes in a triangular grid
follows the sequence 1, 5, 13, 27, 48, 78, 118 etc.
Missing Number - Each number is the sum of its neighbors immediately
above, to the left and upper left diagonal. Following this rule, the missing
number is 63!
Competition Winners - Congratulations to: Winner of Maurice Fogel book
Mathew Barker. Winners of pair of tickets to the Siegfried & Roy show at
the London Palladium are: Ediz Moustafa, Harry de Cruz, Bradley Tremain,
Danny Ranson & Ed Hilsum
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KEY CARD MYSTERY - By Mark Lee

 

MERLINS EXCLUSIVE

The spectator freely selects ANY card (no force), signs it
and returns it to the pack. You now explain that a magician uses many ways to locate a card in the deck, and
you will now show them the most popular. This method is
called the 'Key Card Principle', You explain that one of the
cards is very subtly marked. You now fan through the
deck and appear shocked to find a card with a shinny key
printed on the back! This is shown to be the spectators
signed card. You now take the card, and 'pluck' the printed key from the back,
only for it to change into a SOLID METAL KEY ! You place the key on the
table, and give the spectator the signed card as a souvenir - £15.00

ESP by Wayne Dobson MERLINS EXCLUSIVE
Five ESP cards are removed from a wallet,
along with a small round disc with a question
mark, and a small sign with ‘ESP’ printed on it.
You explain that you are about to conduct an
experiment in ESP, and give the spectator the
round disc, and ask them to drop it on ANY
ESP card they wish. You give them the option
of changing their minds, and they can, or leave
the disc on the original card. Under these impossible conditions, you now show
that you had predicted their selection - £12.00
SPECIAL SECRETS OFFER - POST FREE IN UK!

(please mention ‘Secrets’ at time of ordering to get the special offer)

Check out our website, updated every week

www.merlinswakefield.com

www.merlinswakefield.co.uk

email: merlins@btconnect.com Tel : +44(0)1924 339933

Its Always Magic at...................................... Merlins!
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