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It is with great sadness that I report the passing of
our Vice-President Richard Stupple. This is a huge
loss to YMC and to The Magic Circle. Please do read
Richard’s story on page 6 and the tributes to him
from Matthew Duggan, an ex-member of YMC, and
from Marc Paul an active member of the
organisational team when the club first began.
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The Young Magicians Club team or
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We will also shortly be losing our YMC secretary,
Rob Page, as he has other commitments which take
up too much of his time these days. I want to take
this opportunity to thank him for all his hard work. I
will keep you posted and let you know as soon as
we find someone to take Rob’s place – but it won’t
be easy!
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This is a very busy time of year for magicians and I
know lots of you are out there performing for
parties and end of term shows. Don’t forget, when you work, that the most important
part of your performance is not how clever you are but how you treat your spectators. If
you are doing close up then be sure that your guests are quite comfortable in your
presence and understand what you ask of them. Shuffling a pack of cards, cutting them,
picking a card and remembering it are all everyday actions to us – but they are quite
unusual to non-magicians so don’t hassle them if they get confused by your instructions.
Older people, grandparents etc, can easily be thrown by what you ask so treat them
carefully at all times.
If you are performing on stage or close up and want a spectator to read something either
from a book or handwritten somewhere then ensure they can do this. Many people need
glasses but may not carry them on their person, especially if they are out for a party and
don’t expect to need them. I recently saw a mentalist end up with three different people
on stage in his search for just one who could see the words on a page for his book test!
Treat everyone with respect and your audience will leave thinking you are a great person,
and a talented one too. After all isn’t that the result we are aiming for whenever we perform?
Meanwhile, together with the team of the Young Magicians Club I wish you all a very
happy holiday time, season’s greetings and a magical and fun-filled 2008.
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Almost three hundred magicians registered for this oneday convention in Cardiff, the first for over thirty years.
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Guests of honour, Paul Daniels and Debbie McGee,
were very accessible all day long although Paul’s
schedule was a tough one. He performed close up in
the morning, lectured in the afternoon and did a good
half-hour spot to close the long gala show in the
evening, not leaving the stage until well after 11 p.m.
The show also featured Max Somerset, in his Sorcerer’s
hat, accompanied by his ‘Apprentice’ Tomos Power
who had won the title in the recent BBC series. They
comprised the second half of the show whilst the first
displayed acts from Frank Haschka (silent magic), Jason
Thomas, mentalist, Kockov who performed Russian
Roulette, Bruce Airhead with his oversized balloon, and
the award-winning act of Roger John and Cynthia.
Other close up magicians performing on the day were

James Piper and dealers Keith Bennett and Adrian
Sullivan.
There was a junior workshop during the day too with
twenty young people, some beginners and some
members of YMC, gathering to learn new moves and
tricks from local magicians Mandy Farrell and Thomas
with Mandy Davis who organised the session on behalf of
the Young Magicians Club.

Magic Moments Day The National Day of
Magic!
Magic Moments Day is a revolutionary concept where
magicians across the UK can bring a moment of magic
into the lives of others on a specified day - Saturday 2nd
February 2008. By downloading a sponsorship form,
raising money for your chosen charity and

Workshop Dates 2008
JANUARY 26
FEBRUARY 16
MARCH 15
APRIL 19
MAY 17
JUNE 14
JULY 19
SEPTEMBER 6
OCTOBER 19 (Sunday J-Day)
NOVEMBER 15
Workshop fee £5.00

As always workshops will run from
11 am - 4 pm and will be held at The Magic
Circle HQ (address on pages three and five).
Please be sure to bring a packed lunch
(drinks and crisps will be provided free), a
deck of cards, notebook and a pen as
minimum requirements for the day.
Please register in advance each time Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk

performing to an audience of your choosing on that day,
magicians nationwide will be raising funds, smiles and
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awareness of magic and charitable causes.
Perhaps you are a children's magician and would like to
perform at a local children's hospital? Maybe you are a
silent magic act and a home for the elderly would
welcome your skills? Perhaps as a close-up
magician you could perform at a local restaurant? Magic
Moments 2008 needs you!
Choose a place that is close to you, or close to someone
you care about. Your magic moment is going to be
planned and given by you, with no interference from
anyone else, so you are free to create your magic
moment in any way you want.
Get sponsors, raise money and donate to a charity of your
choosing. The possibilities are limitless. So please
download a copy of a sponsor form and create your
Magic Moment on February 2nd 2008!
Why take part?: Performing on Magic Moments Day will
not only raise awareness of your selected charity, but also
yourself as a magician. Your sponsored show provides
you with the perfect publicity hook for local newspapers
and TV stations. If you let the organizers know, via their
website, they will also help to give you publicity exposure.
You are the key to Magic Moments Day becoming a
success. As a magical community we have the
opportunity, the platform and the resources to spread
magic to millions of people across the world.

ARE YOU A WINNER?
We had loads of prizes to give away last time and here
are the results:

Hocus Pocus Book competition:
To take part in Magic Moments 2008 visit
www.magicmoments08.com to download a Magic
Moments Sponsorship Form.

Watch Magic This
Christmas

• Elizabeth Maskell
• Tom Wallace
• Jack Gleadow
• Matt Davis
• Theo Pigott

French magicians’ competition:

The Barons Court Theater London, presents The Magic
Cavern Christmas Show, a family magic show in
London's intimate and atmospheric theatre of magic and
illusion. This is now in its fifth year and is
presented by Richard Leigh or David Major.
It runs four times per day! Dates are 12th December 2007
– 6th January 2008, Tuesday to Sunday, at 1.00pm,
3.00pm, 7.00pm and 9.00pm. Tickets cost £12.00,
£10.00 concs with family tickets £8.00 each.
Call 020 8932 4747 or 08700 600 100 (24hrs with small
fee) or book on Line at www.falseimpressions.com

• Zach Epstein-Tasgal
• Daniel Martin
• Alex Joseph
• Scott Hobbs

Ali Bongo’s picture errors:
• Milo Clare
• Harry de Cruz
• Tom Wallace
Please note: no one got all the answers to Ali’s puzzle.
The three people above had the most correct ones and
receive a consolation prize of an Amazon gift certificate.
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Richard Stupple MIMC 1934 - 2007
The Founder of the Young Magicians Club
years in demand as a lecturer and performed and/or lectured at most of the
UK’s biggest conventions. In addition to lecturing on children’s magic, Richard
gave talks about The Magic of Eric C. Lewis and also about postcards with a
magical theme.
Richard had many other interests apart from his family and magic. Since his
schooldays he was a talented swimmer and represented Bedfordshire at both
swimming and water polo, becoming President of his County Swimming
Association. Richard was also a keen Rugby Union fan and a talented player
in his younger days. His other interests were Bedford Sea Cadets which he
joined in his teens. In the late 1980s, after many years away from Sea Cadets,
he volunteered again and became their Chairman for several years. His other
volunteering duties included being on the Grant Assessor Panel of The Princes’
Trust.

The Young Magicians Club owes its very existence to Richard Stupple’s
perseverance and hard work.
It was Richard who battled for the club to be agreed on as part of The Magic
Circle Youth Initiative and he was its first Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer!
He ran the very first get-together which took place at the Watford Association
of Magicians’ Golden Jubilee Convention in 1996, three months after YMC
was formed, and Richard was very proud of what had been acheived over the
past eleven years.
As membership numbers grew, Richard appointed others to take on the bulk
of the work but stayed on in the role of Vice-President so that he was always
available in an advisory capacity. He arranged for junior workshops at the IBM’s
British Ring convention and he continually advertised YMC’s benefits and
successes during his travels across the world.
Richard was a member of The Magic Circle for fifty years and a
member of Council for thirty years without a break. He was also a
Board Member of International Brotherhood of Magicians, at
International level, Past President of The Northamptonshire
Magicians Club and Past President of The IBM (British Ring).
Richard was interested in magic from the age of ten and, for a
number of years, was assistant to the late Edward Pearce. This was
an excellent training ground as Edward insisted that Richard learnt
something about all aspects of magic. Richard gave his first public
performance when he was about fourteen whilst still continuing as
assistant to Edward in cabaret and in children’s shows.
At eighteen Richard went into the Royal Air Force for National
Service and, apart from his duties in Air Traffic Control, worked quite
regularly on the base’s married quarters doing magic for children’s
parties’ etc. After the RAF Richard married Mary. They have two
married sons and five delightful grandchildren, Katie, Laura, William
(A YMC member), Matthew and Edward (a budding magician to).
In the early days of married life, he trained for and held a variety of
management jobs in industry. However, magic never took a back seat
and he became a very busy semi-pro. In 1970 Richard, overnight,
changed from being manufacturing manager with a large multinational
company to a full time entertainer. Over the last 37 years he
established, with help from Mary, a successful entertainment business
and became known as one of the UK’s top children’s entertainers. Apart from
his professional work, and many interests in magical societies, Richard was for

‘Richard was my mentor in everything to do with The
Magic Circle. It was he who asked me to come on board
and write the Young Magicians Club’s newsletter. It was
Richard who agreed to let me run YMC workshops once a
month at The Magic Circle and who supported me in
everything I wanted to achieve for junior magicians.
Whenever I needed to talk he was at the end of the phone
or available in the club room. Whether we exchanged
views, stories or ideas we usually ended up in agreement
and I was very glad that Richard was my friend. I know
that the members of YMC, who have got to know him over
the years will be saddened by this loss to our community
and will remember him, as I do, with love and affection
for a very kind and generous man’.
Mandy Davis: YMC Chairman
‘I can clearly remember sitting at the back of my lower
school hall watching a performance by a magician who,
unbknown to me at the time, would help shape my life forever.
I was seven or eight years old and probably about half
way through my
last year of lower
school. As such I
was one of the
(very) grown-up
children
who
got to sit on the
P.E.
benches
during
shows
and assemblies.
On that particular afternoon
this meant a
much
better
view of the experience
that
was unfolding
on the stage in
front of me.
It was the first
real experience
I’d had of seeing live magic outside of other
children’s parties and I was fascinated. The tall, gentle
man before us was weaving magic spells, the way that
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A Tribute

Paul Daniels did every Saturday night on TV, only this
was different - it was right in front of our eyes and every
moment of magic was punctuated with laughs and gasps
of amazement from the audience around me. More
importantly perhaps we all felt special, desperate to be the
ones he called up to help him with the next magic
moment; and all this before his Punch and Judy act
began…
What so excited me at that age
(budding performer that I
was) was this magician’s
ability to hold the attention of
a room full of people for a
whole hour before leaving
them all with a sense of
wonder and happiness that
lasted long into the weekend
that followed. That feeling is
still with me now as I write
this.

are a great many more that I may never meet who were
similarly inspired by his kindness and warmth both on
and off stage.

As they grow older people start to worry about how they
will be remembered. I hope Richard never worried about
this, as his legacy will live on in all the careers he has
shaped and nurtured. For mine, and for all the help and
warmth he showed me, I am extremely grateful. I’m only
sorry that he won’t be able
to hear or read my
thanks.’
Mathew Duggan: Ex-YMC

I was fortunate enough to
meet
Richard
Stupple
again, several years after
that first show and it was
this meeting that marked
the start of him guiding
me in the world of magic.
He was the Chairman of
Northampton Magicians’
Club at the time and the
support he gave me helped
me to excel as a young
magician, first within the
Northampton club, then
in The Young Magicians
Club and, finally. within
The Magic Circle. On the
way he even gave me some close-up
performances to do in order to help me gain experience.
One of the proudest moments of my teenage years was to
be asked by Richard to accompany him, to a performance
at the children’s ward in Bedford hospital, to perform before his act at their Christmas party. For that half an
hour or so I was the most honoured warm-up act in the
country.
It was always impressive to me that Richard had so much
going on in his own life and yet still found time to
encourage the likes of me, Matthew Garrett and several
other young magicians. As well as his regular magic and
Punch and Judy performances, he also promoted the art
of magic, educating audiences by speaking about its
history and craft. At the same time he held several
prominent positions in the world’s greatest magic
societies, travelling far and wide to attend magic
conventions and gatherings.

‘Richard was such a kind,
gentle and honest man. He
was a key figure in every
important decision that
The Magic Circle made and
he was always one of the
first people I voted for to be
on The Magic Circle council
each year. I have always
respected Richard, and his
views, and often found them
in accord with my own. He
was one of the best children's
magicians that I have ever
seen. I will always remember
the laughter he created
within my soul when I heard
that he used to dress up my best
friend, Anthony Owen, as a
DOG when he was younger and
helped with Richards shows!!!
This is something Anthony had
never said to me... I laughed so
hard I had tears in my eyes. I
also have a tear in my eye now
as I recall that one of the last
times I saw Richard was at Anthony's wedding earlier
this year. He looked well and it was only a few weeks ago
that I heard that he was seriously ill. It is a tribute to
Richard's inner strength that I never once heard him
complain about his illness. He was able to entertain any
age group and make them laugh, giggle and be amazed.
It was therefore no surprise that he was one of the founder
members of The Young Magicians Club. His life was full of
magic and wonder and he generously communicated
that wonder to the children he entertained and taught.
I'm deeply sorry that Richard is no longer with us. We
have lost a wonderful man, a modern wizard of children's entertainment but above all we have lost a friend.
But he would not want us to be sad he would want us to
have the love in our hearts for magic that he did in his
and that he shared so generously with us all.’

As I grew up I met several other magicians of all ages
who’d been helped in some way by Richard. I know there
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Marc Paul: Past YMC Team

by Stephen Williams

Performing magic, or anything for that matter, with a huge
camera in front of you can be both an exciting and a nerveracking experience. I recently had the opportunity to go to
Japan to film an advert for SONY Bravia. This was a fantastic
thing to take part in but was also strange when only a very
small amount of people could speak English!
My audition, thanks to Mandy Davis, was just to send SONY
(via Aoi) a DVD of me performing magic with colourful objects. How many people remember the ad with the colourful
balls bouncing down the street and the paint exploding out
of blocks of flats? Well this advert was a continuation of that
style. Whilst my ad contained magic, there were two jugglers
also doing an advert (one of whom was from America) along
with a Japanese girl who did trick shots with snooker balls.
They were all advertising different products.
After the twelve hours’ flight, and the two hour train ride, we
finally arrived at our hotel. Disappointingly I actually only got

half a day to see Japan, the rest of the time we were waiting
around, travelling or rehearsing! The film crew were really
nice and polite. We were always escorted by a translator, the
first was called Seko who was later changed to an LA
producer called Hanz.
They took me to the costume room to get changed into the
clothes they wanted me to wear. It was one of the WORST
shirts I have ever seen! I convinced them that I would look
better in something else so they went away to think about
what I could wear. The next day they bought me a brand
new shirt, which wasn’t as bad as the first, so I decided to
wear that. The jugglers were also wearing awful clothes but
never asked if they could change.
After being there for roughly four days, and getting used to
the time difference and food, we finally got to go to the
studio and see our sets. The bad thing was I WAS SICK!
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just in case. They wanted me to do
roughly fifteen tricks and at the
end there would have been a splitscreen showing all the tricks’
finales (e.g. Snow animator II,
multiplying balls & a dove
production etc.) but, because of
our late start, I only got the
opportunity to perform an
appearing cane, a dove production
with silk fountain, production of
hundreds of sponge balls and
some product shots.
I felt like royalty when I was on set
as people were always bringing me
drinks and fanning me down!
I was also followed by three
make-up women and my
This was due to some bad chicken which I had eaten the day
before. Nevertheless I went to the studio, and they said they
wouldn’t need me for a while, so I had a shower and fell
asleep! They actually didn’t need me at all that day but I did
get to see my set which I was really happy with! During our
entire time in Japan we were always asked if we wanted
anything. We could have asked for anything at all and they
would have made sure that we got it (well within reason)!
The next day, which was actually our last day, also included a
lot of waiting around. This I had expected as it happens on
all TV projects due to technical difficulties. Finally I got into
the make-up room and was able to start filming. All the tricks
and props were supplied by SONY - although I took my own

translator.
We finally finished our last take. It took so long, because they
didn’t know what they really wanted, so I had do the same
thing over and over - only ever changing things like my facial
expressions, hand gestures and angles. From this they then
decided which one looked most magical and asked me to do
it again, just to take another look at it. After filming we
quickly went back to the hotel, got changed and flew home!
I will try to get the advert on my website as soon as possible.
This was a fantastic opportunity and will be something I will
never forget…
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HOMING IN ON HISTORY
Alan Shaxon
President of the Young Magicians Club

Born Alan Howson in the South of England
on December 28th 1933, at the age of eight
(while at home with measles) he was loaned
some books by a neighbour - one of which
was C. Lang Nealʼs ʻModern Conjurerʼ.
Fascinated by the world of magic, and as
“somewhat of a bookworm” (Magic
Magazine, March 2004), he soon found other
books at local libraries. He would visit
Davenports and watch live shows during his
visits to London - there was, after all, no
television so live entertainment flourished.
Living on the same road as 80-year-old
Ernest Noakes, one of the original Magic
Circle founders, he was told stories of the
past and also taught a telephone directory
test. Alan didnʼt originally consider magic as
a career and joined a banking firm,
incidentally where his future wife Anne also
worked. However at eighteen he was called
for National Service, and joined the Royal Air
Force in Egypt, where he spent much of his
time performing paid shows.

On his return from the Army Alan restarted
his work at the bank, as well as regularly
attending the many magic clubs in London.
He quickly became in demand as a
performer for after-dinner work, shows at
coastal resorts and birthday parties (which he
still continues to do). Always trying to be
different to the norm he developed many
effects, that would later become trademarks,
such as the Hydrostatic Glass and Aerial
Fishing. For the latter, which took many
months to develop, he catches live goldfish
on a line cast into the audience - it is truly
impressive! This effect caused Alan to
become known as ʻThe Man with the
Goldfishʼ!

In 1956, after knowing Anne for most of his
life, he got married. Meanwhile Alan was still
working at the bank during the day and
performing at many top venues in the
evenings. This had to be kept quiet from the
bank since having second jobs was frowned
upon! However, after appearing in 1958 on
the David Nixon Show where 18 million
viewers were introduced to “one of Britainʼs
leading professional acts”, it was somewhat
harder to keep their act quiet! Following that
television appearance they were constantly
in demand for after-dinner entertainment and
further television work. So they gave up the
bank and both entered the scary world of
show business… Over the years Alan would
make over fifty television appearances in
numerous countries.

When returning home by car one day, Alan
and Anne were involved in a collision. Both
they, and their daughter, were badly injured
ultimately being out of action for three
months. While recuperating Goodlife (the
publisher and editor of Abracadabra
magazine) suggested that Alan write for the
weekly magazine. It was through Goodlife
that Alan would later write his first book, My
Kind of Magic (1970) and then Practical
Sorcery (1975). It was at the age of fourteen
that he had first seen Robert Harbin
(famous for the ʻZig-Zag Ladyʼ illusion)
perform. It was not until many years later that
he would meet him, when Harbin insisted
that Alan share his dressing room while
booked at Kings Theatre. Their friendship
grew as Alan featured as a guest on the

Robert Harbin Show; both magicians also
shared the same agent for cruises so they
often performed on the same ship. When
Harbin died in 1977 Alan was surprised to
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By
Sam
Clarke

find that he had been left all of Harbinʼs props
and illusions, enough for seven half-hour
shows. He continued cruising, often with
Anne, and sometimes even brought the
whole family along (two daughters who now
work in entertainment as a make-up artist
and singer), one daughter being produced in
the Dollʼs House illusion!

Having been the President of the British Ring
of the IBM (1990-91) he became the
Chairman of Council at the Magic Circle and
thus seemed like the natural choice to follow
Michael Bailey as President of the Magic
Circle in 2003.
Although he is now
semi-retired he says that taking on the role of
President (which will expire in next year) was
like a full time job. In his lifetime he has been
presented with the Magic Circleʼs Maskelyne,
David Berglas, and Murray awards as well as
appearing on the SAM (Society of American
Magicians) Hall of Fame. But perhaps his
greatest achievements (!) have been his
teaching Tom Cruise the sleight-of-hand for
“Mission Impossible” (you may remember the
scene with the CDs) and his appearance with
Rowan Atkinson in “Mr. Bean”!
Some of you may be asking the most
important question of all - why did he change
his name from ʻHowsonʼ to ʻShaxonʼ?
Apparently no one could spell his real name,
most magicians seemed to have a
continental name at the time, and Alan
wanted to perform a trick that required a
name of six letters to work…and so Shaxon
was chosen!

Tom Berge
Favourite magician? Like most other magicians I think that
Derrern Brown is a truly magnificent performer but he’s not my
favourite. They are: David Berglas for his sophisticated card tricks
and whose sleight of hand is invisible, Gregory Wilson for his ability
to create stunning new effects and Ian Rowland for his advice and
showmanship (not to mention Ali Bongo!)
What kind of magic do you enjoy most? Being someone who
finds great enjoyment in learning card tricks, I feel that close–up
magic creates a relaxed and involving atmosphere where the magic
is right in front of your eyes. Furthermore, I like the fact that this
kind of magic creates an opportunity to concentrate on patter and
humour that I feel would be difficult in some stage performances.
What do you enjoy most about Secrets? The reviews on new
tricks are very useful and informative. In addition, the articles never
fail to catch your eye.
Strongest non-magic performing influences? Jack Dee, for his
sharp humour, and Jeremy Hardy, an amusing comedian from
radio.
Strongest magical influences? Magical Mandy, (the other
Mandy) an admired magician who also lives in Bath. She
performed at my fifth birthday party: later on she introduced me to
the Young Magicians Club and I am very grateful.
Tom is fourteen and lives in Bath. At the moment he performs close–up
magic involving cards, coins and rope. Over the last summer he gained
good experience when performing at a wedding and at other parties for
friends and family. He also likes to create his own effects.
Tom first got into magic when he broke his leg at the age of four! While
in hospital he had his fifth birthday party for which a magician gave a
show. Tom’s interest in magic blossomed from then and when he was
twelve, he met up with the magician again. She (it was another Mandy!)
then introduced Tom to the Young Magicians Club.
Age? 14
Current Home? Bathampton, Bath
Hobbies? At the moment, I am deeply involved in music, tennis and of
course the most important of all, magic.
Favourite magic book? That’s Magic by Richard Jones – this book covers
many aspects of performing and presentation which can be used in any
routine. For many magicians it is probably seen as a basic introduction to
magic but it really triggered my interest with some clever and versatile
effects.
Favourite non-magic book? The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night– time by Mark Haddon, I highly recommend this great novel.
Favourite Film? Bruce Almighty

Favourite store? Probably MagicBox online or Merlins of Wakefield as a brick and mortar shop.
Favourite magic on TV? Recently I haven’t seen any magic shows
on television. However, ‘Faking It’ was certainly a fantastic
programme which deals with the concept of performance.
Which magician would you most like to be and why? Tommy
Cooper because it was normal when a trick went wrong and people immediately started laughing whenever he was on stage.
If you had your own TV chat show and could interview any
three people – real or fictitious, dead or alive – who would
they be? I would interview David Copperfield, Fay Presto and
Houdini. All of these magicians lead interesting, or should I say
magical, lives.
Tips for anyone getting into magic? Learning only a few simple
tricks and performing regularly will provide experience. Whether
you give a show to family or friends, at parties, whatever! It is easy
to take advice and other information from workshops and use this
knowledge for your own performance.
Some people you would like to thank? I would like to thank
Mandy Davis for organizing workshops and the Secrets magazine
along with Richard Pinner, who started the Magician of the Month
competition, and Ian Rowland for his expertise and other guidance.
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Reviewed by Elizabeth Maskell
By 10.30am on the 21st October YMC members and visitors were
settled in The Magic Circle theatre, ready for the official welcome
which began a long and magic-filled day.

Jack Gleadow

The first event of the
day was a lecture by
Bruce Kalver entitled
‘Practical Magic’. He
presented us with
alternative moves and
presentation for both
the Professor’s Nightmare and the Linking
Rings. He showed us
some of his variations
of other effects and
ended by presenting,
and explaining, the
spiral – his Expanding/Shrinking Head
Illusion.

We then had a short period to visit the dealers who were open
throughout the day; they were Kaymar Magic, Magic Books By Post
and Magic Cave who were all busy serving eager young magicians.
Next up was the Close Up competition. The six finalists were Steven
Bridges, who performed a well presented coin and card routine; Ali
Ceurvost, third place winner who included a coin matrix; Alex
Hansford who came first, winning the Mark Leveridge Trophy, used a
gambling routine and dropped in funny lines throughout. Neil
Hobson found his spectator’s five pound note inside a walnut inside
an egg inside a lemon; Megan Knowles-Bacon presented a act themed
around cosmetics and friends and won second place. Last, but not
least, was Giles Rozier-Pamplin who won the Peter McCahon
Originality Trophy for
his schoolboy act; he
had themed his act
around his school
time-table. The judges
were Alan Shaxon,
Bruce Kalver and David
Weeks. The competition closed with the
winner from the previous year, Patrick Milne,
performing.
Time for lunch, and
there were refreshments available all day
Joe Harper
from the club room
bar which was run by a small team of YMC parents.
At 2pm we had the Stage competition and, with seven entrants, this
didn’t finish until 3.45. Our compère, Rob Page, introduced us to the
competitors. These were: Jack Gleadow whose confident stage
persona and comedy came across the strongest, winning him the
Home Counties Trophy first prize as well as the Kaymar Komedy Cup;

Joe Harper, who came
gained second place,
also had a well
presented
comedy
magic act. Ben Kahan
showed his mentalist
skills by performing a
book test and drawing
prediction; Josh Miller
performed the act he
had entered for the
Young Magician Of
The Year competition
earlier in the year.
Third prize winner
was James Milner who
Alex Hansfed
arrived on a skateboard which vanished and re-appeared for his exit. Ed Hilsum performed
the
dancing
handkerchief
along
with
dove
productions and the last act was Will Skinner and Tim Wheatley who
brought to us their own magical version of Deal Or No Deal. The
judges were Steve Dela, Bruce Kalver and Keith Churcher. To close
the competition last year’s winner, Megan Knowles-Bacon, performed
her act.
After this Brain Sibley presented An Audience with… Geoffrey Durham
who gave us a very interesting talk on his experiences with magic
including television appearances, his life as an actor and how he
became a magician. He also added some tricks to illustrate the talk.
At 6.30pm all the awards were presented for both the competitions
as well as The Peter Blanchard Literary Award, which went to Sam
Clarke, and the Member of the Year award
which went to Michael
Jordan.
Following this we went
straight into the Gala
Show compèred by exYMC membe Matthew
Duggan. The acts were
Bruce Kalver, whose
act included his daughter talking to us over
the internet on his
laptop from America.
She correctly identified
the serial number on a
Megan Knowles-Bacon
spectator’s
pound
note! Steve Dela performed a new and impressive mentalism act and
was followed by Richard McDougall who made over nine thousand
items disappear and then re appear. Scott Penrose closed the show
with his classic dove act.

It was a great day of magic!
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Ben Kahan
Brian Sibley

Above and left
Ali Ceurvost

James
Milner

Richard McDougall

Neil
Hobson

Above Will Skinner & T

Scott Penrose

Steve Dela
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Josh Miller

Steven
Bridges

Geoffrey
Durham

Ed
Hilsum

Right Mega
n
Knowles-Ba
con

Patrick
Milne

Tim Wheatley

Below Joe Harper

Bruce Kalver
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Giles
RozierPamplin

Magic in America by Harry de Cruz
onto it and then it completely
disappeared in front of us. It was a
great show!

During my summer holiday I went on
a road trip around America. One of
the places we visited was Las Vegas.
I was fortunate to go and see Lance
Burtonʼs ʻMaster Magicianʼs Showʼ at
the Monte Carlo Hotel. I also went to
see Mac King in ʻThe Comedy Magic
Showʼ at the Harrahʼs Hotel.

The Lance Burton Show was
absolutely amazing. He performed
stunning tricks such as making a car
appear, disappear and levitate
around the stage, including going
through hoops.
He had some
fantastic looking women working with
him and he kept making them
appear, disappear and change their
costumes all within a split second.
One of the most spectacular tricks
was when he was kidnapped, tied up
and put in a noose. As the trap door
opened he appeared, hanging onto a
chandelier from the ceiling, holding
the child he had taken from the
audience earlier and vanished.
I was extremely lucky to be able to go
up on to the stage, along with about
ten others when he vanished a bird
cage; we all had to put our hands

A couple of days later my dad
informed us that we were going to
see Mac King, Comedy Magician. I
had not heard much about him and
he was not very well publicized. I was
in for a surprise. Right from the
moment he came on stage the whole
audience was laughing, being
stunned by his extremely funny and
amazing tricks.
After starting with rope tricks he
brought on a tent, dimmed the lights

and put a lamp inside the tent. He
began to show us some hand
shadows and one of them was a
bear. As he put his hand in to show
us, a man dressed up as a bear came
rushing out roaring. It scared
everyone. - it was hilarious! He did
many other great tricks including
vanishing and then reappearing in
the audience (not as spectacular as
Lance Burton but still amazing). One
of the funniest moments was when
he did the ʻCards Acrossʼ routine. He
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put on his “cloak of invisibility”, which
was a plastic raincoat, and then ran
between the two volunteers,
pretending that we could not see him.
He also managed to make his head
vanish in a paper bag.
Both shows were fantastic in their
own way. Lance Burton was great for
illusions but Mac King was so very
funny, just using some basic tricks.
There are many more magicians in
Las Vegas and one day I hope to go
back and see them.

On our very last day of the holiday, I
was also able to visit the Magic
Castle in Los Angeles and managed
to open the secret bookcase by
saying ʻOpen Sesameʼ to the wooden
owl. I would have liked to have spent
longer here but I am sure that there
will be other times.

above

above

below

Voronin and Svetlana

Ex-Member Troy
von Scheibner
wins International
Weekend Close
Up Award

below

Derren Brown
and
Guy Hollingworth

above Brian

Jade

Connelly - TV Personality
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❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense) - or put on your wish list!

Holey Sh*t

★★
Takes practice

Anthony Owen & Pete Firman
❚ Reviewed by James Cooper
In the 80s Richard Kaufman, Derek Dingle and Ken
Krenzel created Holy PoD, which was an excellent
visual version of the original Point of Departure by
Alex Elmsley. Holey Sh*t takes the concept a step
further, resulting in a real showstopper.
The premise is that a chosen card is placed between two others with holes in the centre, so the
selection is visible until the last second. With a
quick flick, the chosen card vanishes, leaving the
‘holey’ cards. The selection is instantly shown
to be reversed in the deck.
The effect does use gimmicked cards and a
forced selection which means you can’t have
the card signed and you will not be able to
repeat the effect in the same company. This
is not ideal but does not detract from the impact of the effect.

£16.99 post
fr
www.tvmag ee from
ic.co.uk

Value for mo
ney?

9/10

8/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the pra
ctice?

9/10

For your money you will get a DVD plus the necessary gimmicks to get you started and
they are well made. The tutorial looks cheap but is easy to follow with information on
how to force the selection.

McDonalds $100 Aces/Kickback Monte
★★

Keith Bennett

Requires some handling
❚ Reviewed by Clive Hyams
paid from
£10.00 post
gic.com
www.kbma

ney?
Value for mo

9/10

7/10

friends?
Amaze your

ctice?
Worth the pra

9/10

McDonalds Aces has been around for 100 years or more and,
whilst it is a truly great card routine that should be in every
card worker’s repertoire, I can’t say this moves the trick
forward too much.
If you are familiar with the trick this is not for you but if
you don’t do McDonalds Aces then serious consideration
should be given to Keith’s DVD. In addition some
standard moves are included so if the ‘Elmsley Ghost
Count’ is not your favourite move then Keith shows you
his very good one. He breaks each individual element
down in great detail and clearly shows the workings,
although some of the editing is not 100% right.

The Kickback Monte move shown would fall into my
‘B’ list of must-have moves but is easily done and would
certainly be useful in some card routines.
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OBLIVION (formaly Humbug)
Angelo Carbone

★★
Requires some handling

❚ Reviewed by Hugh Nightingale MIMC
This is a clever card gimmick, from Angelo’s ingenious mind,
that can be either kept invisibly in your deck (it can work as
a locator), or added when required even to a borrowed
deck.
Essentially it allows you to perform a deck vanish but
without trapdoors, mirrors, waving of arms in front of
open jackets or even the resounding snap of elastic!
There are ten routines to get you started, included in the
instructions, which also involve the gimmick in
penetrations, transpositions and more.

£12.00 plus
£1.9
www.magic 9 p&p from
cave.co.uk

Value for mo
ney?

9/10

8/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the

practice?
The handling does require attention. Not so much
‘sleight of hand’ but more to do with
angles, positioning and even lighting. It’s not that the
gimmick will not work without this
attention but it will be much more convincing with it. You do have to hold the deck in a
certain way but it does not look unnatural. If you hold your deck in a similar manner for
earlier unrelated effects you can then blow them away with this at the end.

8/10

The instructions give good advice on this and I found that, with practice in front of the
mirror, I was soon able to fool myself with the illusion. I would suggest that this would work best in a one to one situation and the routines help to misdirect at the crucial times. Angelo, himself, demmed this on me and I certainly did not notice the gimmick.

THE C.A.N.N.A.B.I.S EFFECT
Card At Named Number Amongst Blanks Is Selected
❚ Reviewed by Ian Keable
from
£ 1.99 p & p
s
lu
p
0
.0
0
2
£
cave.co.uk
www.magic

ney?
Value for mo

8/10

9/10

friends?
Amaze your

ctice?
Worth the pra

8/10

Any card is named and appears at a freely
chosen number as the only card in an otherwise
blank pack of cards. The effect is very direct.
None of the cards can be examined at the
finish; but the routining is such that it’s unlikely
your audience would want to check them out.
The method requires confident handling
skills. There is one ‘move’ which involves
splitting two cards stuck together with
double sided tape which is hard to do
noiselessly and casually. Significantly this is
edited out of the live performance on the
DVD (although there is also a straight to
camera version where it is seen).

You get a well produced DVD (with the two performances, a detailed explanation, a presentation which I found rather unconvincing and a
way to re-set), a written instruction sheet with bonus ideas and the necessary gimmicked
full deck of cards in a tin box.
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★★
Requires some handling

❄

Magical Illusions, Conjuring Tricks,
Amazing Puzzles & Stunning Stunts
Nicholas Einhorn

❚ Reviewed by Peter Eldin

Following the success of Nicholas Einhorn’s excellent book, The
Art of Magi,c I have been eagerly awaiting the publication of
this book. The first book was superb – and this one is no exception. It contains 200 items ranging from simple puzzles and
optical illusions to real magic tricks. It is well illustrated
throughout.
The book is divided into sections, each with its own
introduction. In the section on party tricks the reader is
shown how to make a ladder from a roll of paper, the shirt
removal stunt, the handkerchief mouse and an unburstable
balloon among many others. In addition to the usual
optical illusions frequently seen in books there are things
like the stretching boomerangs, removing the thumb, the
arrow that turns round when placed behind a jug of
water, a shrinking wand and producing a wand from a
matchbox.

Published by
Lo
£14.99 from renz Books.
bookshops.

Value for mo
ney?

8/10

8/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the pra
ctice?

8/10

Stunts include lifting a bottle with a straw, some tests of apparent strength, walking through a postcard, match puzzles and the well-known piano card trick. The section on Stand Up Magic contains
descriptions of several well known effects such as the Square Circle production, Paper Balls over the Head, a couple of versions of Blendo,
Afghan Bands, Anti Gravity Glasses and several mental effects.
The penultimate section of the book describes large-scale illusions that the reader can make without incurring any great expense. Among the
items are the vanishing bowl of water, a sack escape, the production of someone from an empty box and even a sub trunk presentation using
cardboard boxes. To round off this excellent book Nicholas gives a lot of valuable advice on selecting suitable material for an act, routining and
setting the stage as well as providing some sample programmes using effects from the book

Session: The Magic of Joel Givens

★★★
Advanced

Five Forty Seven: The Magic of Joel Givens (companion book)

Joshua Jay

❚ Reviewed by Matthew Field

0 p&p from
.99 plus £2.5
Session £22
.co.uk
ic
ag
hatscoolm
www.dudet
s £1,00
lu
p
9
.9
9
ven £
Five Forty Se
.c
m o.uk
ww.alakaza
p&p from w

ney?
Value for mo

8/10

7/10

friends?
Amaze your

ctice?
Worth the pra

8/10

Joshua Jay is a good magician, a fine writer and a nice
young man. He has published two books simultaneously, both on the magic of another young man named
Joel Givens. Josh decided to write the Session book in
the form of a narrative accompanied by chapter headings of a digital clock, as if the tricks, and there are
39, were being performed at a long session at a
restaurant. Five Forty Seven contains an additional
nine items and the story behind the larger book.
Josh has done an impressive job and his writing is
excellent. However most of Joel’s tricks are either
minor variations of existing material (Multiple
Card selection or shelled Coins Across) or they
are minor stunts - such as appearing to push a cotton swab completely into
your ear. Also the writing style imposes Josh’s personality into Joel’s magic so that, in the end,
the book is as much about Josh as about Joel.

Five Forty Seven (the title refers once again to a time of day) gives you more background on the Session book than you need. Josh says the
nine tricks “slipped through the cracks” - and there they might have stayed in my opinion. They involve items with gimmicked matches, and
Flipper coins, but there’s one nice move called the Mechanical Force which I found of interest. As one might expect from Josh, the crediting
and end notes are excellent.
Joshua Jay has proven himself, in these books and his monthly MAGIC magazine tricks’ column, to be an excellent writer, and student of
magic, as well as a good magician. I look forward to more from him.
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The Magic Interview Series
Number One
Wayne Dobson

❚ Reviewed by Graham Reed MIMC

I am a fan of Wayne Dobson – I like the way he works and I
admire the way he has adapted to a debilitating illness. This twodisc CD is the first of a planned series of interviews with notable
magicians (Number 2 – Anthony Owen). Please note: there are
no trick explanations – this is purely autobiographical).
Wayne starts by telling how he discovered Davenport’s Magic
Shop during a school trip to the British Museum. At the time
the shop was opposite the museum. Needless to say he was
bitten by the magic bug and slowly, but surely, started to
build an act. He credits Patrick Page (then working in
Davenports), Roy Johnston and Ken Brooke as early influences and very helpful friends in later years.

£15.00 post
free from
www.tvmag
ic.co.uk
Value for mo
ney?

N/A

N/A

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the pra
ctice?

7/10

He managed to secure two weeks’ work in Northern clubs and decided to become a full-time
professional performer. Following his own philosophy that ‘you make your own lucky breaks’ Wayne
kept hustling and did guest spots for top show-biz stars including Freddie Starr (leading to three years’
work!) and Dean Martin (which helped him get two years’ work in Las Vegas as
support for Englebert Humperdinck). All this exposure helped him gain a Royal Variety Show spot and,
eventually, his own TV series ‘Wayne Dobson – A Kind of Magic’.
Wayne continues by talking about the following topics: his favourite tricks, his marriage to Marianne, people who helped him, agents, his
best show, performers he admires, coping with Multiple Sclerosis, how he started to be a magic dealer and how to develop a trick.
It all makes interesting listening but I’m not too convinced the average reader of ‘Secrets’ will gain maximum value from this CD set. I believe
you will spend your money, listen once and that will be that! I suggest you spend a bit more cash and buy ‘WD 40’ by Wayne, an excellent
book which contains forty first-class tricks plus an autobiography, photos and several hints and tips.

Interlace

★★

Richard Sanders
.99 plus
d DVD £37
Apparatus an
om
£2.50 p&p fr coolmagic.co.uk
ts
ha
et
www.dud

ney?
Value for mo

10/10

8/10

friends?
Amaze your

ctice?
Worth the pra

9/10

❚ Reviewed by Matthew Field

Al Koran’s miracle ‘Ring Flight’, in which a borrowed
ring vanishes and is found in an unlikely place, has seen
many variations, but “Interlace” is one of the most
clever. The jewellery winds up tied to the magician’s
shoelace. This is about as impossible as you could
imagine.
To achieve this miracle you must do some work,
mainly tailoring, although your shoe must also be
slightly gimmicked as well. If you’re good with
needle and thread you should have no trouble and
everything you need is included. If you can’t sew,
a parent or grandparent may be able to help
you!

The preparation means that those who buy this
effect must be dedicated and that’s not a bad thing. The effect itself is
amazing and, equally amazing, is immediately repeatable. Richard Sanders, the clever Canadian magician, has provided a 24-page instruction book with fifty illustrations, plus a DVD that shows
both a performance and step-by-step instructions for the clothing alteration.
This is a first-rate package for a very good trick.
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Takes Practice

JESTERS MAGIC
(James Smith)

78 High Street,
Lincoln, LN5 8AA

01522 525353

fer G
f
O
l
a
reat
Speci
V
Bill Goldman alue
5 effects pack
only £15 inc p&p

ALBION MAGIC

8 Florence Grove, Stone Cross,
West Bromwich, B71 3LL 0121 532 4509
Contact: Alex Powell 07831115448
wwww.albionmagiccompany.co.uk

Martin Sanderson
Makers of Fine Quality Hand Crafted Magic...

www.colinrosemimc.co.uk
See Website for Product Information
Special Magic for Young Magicians Club
(Offer Ends 1st March 2006)
Patrick Page’s Magic Paddle...£10.00
Dutch Sandwich...£35.00
Mini Flash Frame...£25.00

Close-up DVDs
4U
Visit our website

www.sanderson-magic.com
or telephone 0845 900 1317
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GUESS
WHO?
Can you guess who’s
magical face appears
in the following boxes?

A

B

C

volume 12, number 6 • 24

D

❄

❄

❄
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❄

❄

Festive Special!
❄

❄

❄

❄

MAGIC ALIENS SQUARE
Which of the five aliens
above will complete the
magic square?

MAGIC
STAR
Can you add the
missing numbers to the
nine blank circles so
that the sum of the
numbers along any
straight line equals 26?
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MAGIC CIRCLES
Arrange the numbes from 1 to
18 so that the sum of any two
symmetrical pairs of numbers is
19. Three pairs have already
been placed. Can you place
the rest?

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
OCTOBER FUNNY BUNNY
Puzzle time with Ali Bongo - 10 deliberate mistakes • Curtain tassle hanging upwards • Lady’s feet pointing down • One square castor on
table legs • Saw upside down • Lady has two right hands • Gentleman’s spectacles are odd shapes • His coat is buttoned on the wrong side
• Card with odd club and diamond • Dove flying upside down • Magic Circle spelt incorrectly
Ben Kahan’s Anagrams - THREE CARD MONTE • TORN AND RESTORED • THE JAZZ ACES • SVENGALI DECK • CUPS AND BALLS •

DECEMBER FUNNY BUNNY
Guess who?

• A is Ali Bongo • B is Mandy Davis • C is Jeff McBride • D is Derren Brown

Alien Faces

• No square and no alien appears more than once in any row, coloumn or diagonal. The middle alien with the red back
ground will complete the pattern

Magic Circle

Magic Star - Two solutions

We supply magicians all around the world with thousands of tricks, books and DVDs.

POP UP CARD

CARD IN WATCH

Your spectator remembers one of nine miniature
cards. You place the cards into the box and one
card rises by itself! When the face of the card is
shown, it matches the thought-of card which your
spectator named! This is a great effect, really easy
to perform and remember the THOUGHT of card
rises from the box! You will love the clever method
Special offer ... only £10.00

The magician has a card selected and noted by a spectator. He then shuffles it back into the pack and proposes to perform the world’s fastest card trick, handing
the spectator his watch for time keeping purposes.
After several attempts, he is unable to locate the selection. Asking the spectator how long the trick has taken
up to this point, the spectator glances at the watch.
Suddenly, the spectator’s selected card appears on the
face of the watch! Just as suddenly, it vanishes.
Watches are made in a sylish silver finish... £22.00

Merlins, 15 The Springs, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1QE
01924 339933 www.merlinswakefield.co.uk email merlins@btconnect.com
We accept cash, cheques and all major credit cards

IT’S ALWAYS MAGIC AT......................MERLINS

The Ramada Hotel, Peterborough - Sun. 14th October 2007

Spend a day with three full time professional
close up magicians, Mark Leveridge, Peter
Wardell and Shaun McCree and learn what it
takes to present close up in a commercial setting.
Attendees will be split into three small groups
and will benefit from performances, lectures
and discussions on many aspects of close up
work, including performing at tables, coping in
mix and mingle situations and even how to
adapt close up for business events.
The venue is comfortable and easy to find, hot
and cold food is available for purchase during
the day, and there is plenty of time to relax and
mix with fellow conventioneers.
Numbers are restricted to a maximum of 60, so advance
booking is required. Irrespective of whether you are a novice or have experience already, there is much to be learned
from this special day. Book now by mail, telephone or
online.

Registration: £48.00

Mark Leveridge Magic, 13A Lyndhurst Rd, Exeter EX2 4PA
www.markleveridge.co.uk
Tel: 01392 252000 magic@markleveridge.co.uk
We accept Mastercard, Visa, Maestro and American Express

All Change at
Kaymar Magic

Yes, we have MOVED and we’re
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!
For more information and to keep
up-to-date with all the new magical
happenings at Kaymar, you really
should be on the
Kaymar Newsletter Mailing List.
IT’S FREE

Just send your name and address to:
The Kaymar Magic Co Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road
Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV10 7DN
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