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There has been a change in the YMC
team.
Alexander Crawford has found his
daytime job has developed so that he is
now spending most of his working week
overseas and it is with great sadness that
we have to lose him as our Secretary. We
do wish him well in his career. That’s the
bad news.

President:

Alan Shaxon

Vice President:

Richard Stupple

Honorary Vice President:

Ali Bongo

• Young Magicians Club Team:
Chairman:

Mandy Davis

Treasurer:

James Fortune

Secretary:

Rob Page

‘Secrets’ Editor:

Mandy Davis

Workshop Organiser:

Richard Pinner

Workshop Team:

Ian Rowland
Belinda Stewart
Kevin Doig

Webmaster:

Gordon Drayson

The good news is that Rob Page has
agreed to come back and resume the
secretarial duties again and we are
delighted to welcome him. Besides being
a very busy professional magician, Rob is
head of the technical crew for The Magic
Circle theatre and is always happy to
answer any queries you may have
regarding sound or lighting for your act.
I am really looking forward to J-Day this
year - we have some great people sharing
their magic with us and I know you can’t wait for the day to arrive. If you haven’t
got your tickets already, there are still a few available and the price is £12.00 for
members. The date is Sunday 22nd October so hurry up and book - you can now do
this by credit card too.
Don’t miss this opportunity to meet top TV stars of magic. Full details on the YMC
website.
So - see you there!

Design Competition
We need a new YMC application form - and this time it’s
down to you. So get designing that front cover!
It needs to fit a tri-folded A4 leaflet using two colours
(black and our trademark red).
Email you designs to me by 10th November amazing prize offered.
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Young Magician of the
Year 2007

editorial • mandy’s magic words
news • all the latest info
trick • long stretch
kenton knepper • playing through
magic camp safari • joshua miller
ibm at eastbourne • picture report
entertaining edinburgh • report
trick • milky flight
member profile • luka kiszko
homing in on history • matthew buchinger
reviews • tricks & dvd
aspiring towards magic • owen daniel
funny bunny • puzzle, humour

Competition Winners
There were a record number of entries for both competition in
the last issue.
The winners are:-

Will that be you?

The Self-Tying Shoelace - Alex Lim
Alan Maskell of
the Young
Magician of the
Year team has
contacted me to
let you know that
application forms
are now available
for this, the most
important youth
competition in
the country - if
not in the world.
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Entry is open to
all young
magicians who
can present an 8
to 12 minute
stage act and
who will be over
Steve Dela - winner Young Magician of
14 and under 18
the Year 2005
on 1st January
2007. Heats will
take place on Sunday 15th April 2007 and the final is on
Sunday 15th July 2007, both events at The Magic Circle
Headquarters in London.

Signed copies of MARC SALEM’s programme Marc Kerstein
Joe Shellard

October Competition
Two Prizes
This month we have one stage and one close up prize - kindly
donated by magic inventor Angelo Carbone and Fantasma
Magic.
For the stage performers: A beautiful breakaway fan.
For the close uppers: The amazing Buddha Chop Cup.
Both are very different indeed, come in ornate drawstring bags
and are very well made - you’d be crazy not to want them!
All you have to do is email me with the name of any stage
performer or any close up performer appearing at the Blackpool
Convention next February. The answer you give will determine
the prize you receive. (Clue: check www.magicweek.co.uk.)
Remember send your answers by snail mail if you prefer. Closing
date is 15th November 2006.

Entry forms will be available from Dr Michael Colley, MIMC on
01367 252482 or cmcolley@pmhcpath.demon.co.uk from 1st
September. Besides the title the winner receives the Derrick
Speight Trophy and, on reaching 18, will also be given four
years’ fully paid up membership to The Magic Circle. Previous
winners include Johnny Hart, Colin Rose, Russ Stevens, Richard
Griffin, Andrew O’Connor, Dominic Wood, Paul Dabek and, the
current holder, Steve Dela. The past three winners have been
members of the Young Magicians Club - so let’s keep that
going!
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Buy your J-Day ticket on credit card:
call 0207 387 2222
or send a cheque to the usual address, but hurry.
See website for details
Spend the day with
David Berglas
Ali Cook
Mark Paul
Richard Pinner
Alex Lodge and Dave Allen

JDAY
Last Workshop
of 2006
November 25 - Tricks
Workshop fee £5.00

Dealers galore and competition finals.
22nd October
10am - 8pm
YMC members £12

As always workshops will run from
11 am - 4 pm and will be held at The
Magic Circle HQ (address on pages three
and five). Please be sure to bring a
packed lunch (drinks and crisps will be
provided free), a deck of cards, notebook
and a pen as minimum requirements for
the day.
Please register in advance each time Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk

From 16th October 2006 The Magic Cavern
opens its doors twice a week. Performances
are every Sunday and Thursday at 3.00pm.

❚ Write Now!
Write to ‘Secrets’ with your tricks,

David Major, a member of the Young
Magicians Club, was chosen through a
stringent audition process and is currently
working with Richard Leigh who is the
producer and director of The Magic

questions, comments, suggestions,
responses and ideas. Although we cannot
respond personally your letter may
appear here or in the ‘Inner Secrets’

David Major

newsletter. All articles will automatically
be entered for the annual ‘Blanchard
Literary Award’ which is presented for the
best contribution by a YMC member.
Write to the Editor:
Mandy Davis,
The Young Magicians Club,
The Centre for the Magic Arts,

Cavern. David Major will present the
current magic production at The Magic
Cavern as first cover (understudy) to
Richard Leigh.
The magic in the current production in this
unusual theatre is parlour magic themed
around the cave-like magic setting that is
The Magic Cavern Theatre.
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12 Stephenson Way,
London, NW1 2HD,
or email us at
editor@theyoungmagiciansclub.com
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Magical Wonders
Fulfilling the Needs of the Magic Community Since 1985

Over 500 effects in stock
Dozens of Exclusives
Distributors for Axtell Products from the U.S.A.
Spring and Summer Sales
Private Customer Sales
Same-Day Turn-a-round on all orders
Competitive prices
Best Service in the business (Probably!)

Telephone / Fax / E-mail orders welcome
Credit Cards (MC, Visa, Switch, Solo, JCB & Maestro) accepted, NO extra charge

AND we’re really nice!
Annual Catalogue £5.00 (includes £5.00 in vouchers)

Myles & Patti Sinclair, 9 Canterbury Road,
Watford, Herts. WD17 1QT
Tel: 01923 467956 • Fax: 01923 220653
E-mail: magic@hey-presto.demon.co.uk

All Change at
Kaymar Magic

Yes, we have MOVED and we’re
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!
For more information and to keep
up-to-date with all the new magical
happenings at Kaymar, you really
should be on the
Kaymar Newsletter Mailing List.
IT’S FREE
Just send your name and address to:
The Kaymar Magic Co Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road
Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV10 7DN

We supply magicians all around the world with thousands of tricks, books and DVDs.

MIRROR PHANTOM
A spectator chooses one of six designs. A transparent sheet of plastic is held over a pocket mirror, and strangely
enough the image of the chosen design appears reflected in the mirror, even though it cannot be seen on the sheet
itself! The magician lifts the mysterious image out of the mirror and causes it to materialise in the spectators own
hand! An eerie close up illusion ... £15.00

S - T - R - E - A - C - H - E - R
The magician dumps a red and a blue deck of cards from a silver bag. A card is selected from each deck and placed
into its empty box. The blue box is dropped into the empty silver bag, the magician points out a blue vertical arrow on
the side of the bag, he shakes the bag in that direction, then takes out the box. The spectators are stunned as it has
stretched to twice normal length! Inside is the chosen card, also stretched. The red box is dropped into the bag. On the
other side of the bag is a red horizontal arrow. He shakes the bag side ways then dumps out the box, it as stretched to
twice normal width! And yes, the chosen card is stretched! This is something really different, fun magic and great
props and easy to do ... £30.00

Email us now for our free Sep/Oct Preview
Merlins, 15 The Springs, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1QE
01924 339933 www.merlinswakefield.co.uk email merlins@btconnect.com
We accept cash, cheques and all major cradit cards

IT’S ALWAYS MAGIC AT......................MERLINS
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how to stretch a
piece of rope

long stretch
by Ian Adair

❚ apparatus
A stiff paper sack. The paper sack is faked as it contains an
additional bottom. It consists of a separate piece taken from
another similar bag, taped along one side to form a pivoting flap.
A six-metre length of rope. Sewn onto one end is a snap
fastener.
A one-metre length of rope with the other part of the fastener
sewn to one end.

❚ working &
presentation

The sack is opened and shown to appear empty while the false
bottom cleverly conceals the rope. Rested upright on the table,
the visible one-metre length of rope is seen to be threaded
through holes that are punctured in both sides of the sack. But
in doing this the performer secretly lifts up the flap, attaching
the fasteners to each other so that the ropes are joined, and
brings out the end of the longer rope so that it protrudes from
the opposite hole.
In pulling each visible end the rope is seen to emerge, longer
and longer, until it becomes six times its original length.
The entire length can be removed and the paper sack can once
again be shown empty.

The six-metre length of rope is hidden beneath the flap in the
bag and has both its ends easily accessible, these being
positioned on top.

HOW ROPE IS THREADED
THROUGH HOLES IN BOTH
SIDES OF BAG

PAPER FLAP
INSIDE BAG

LONG & SHORT LENGTHS OF ROPE
WITH SNAP FASTENERS ON ENDS
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4: When the tricks go wrong
J.C. was naturally happy to hear such
positive comments about his work. Then
Bob continued:

We all worry about making mistakes as
performers. I hope the following advice
and experience will help you see that the
only mistake you can make in performing
is stopping and pointing it out.
My piano teacher used to say constantly
“They don’t know the song, so just keep
playing. If you think you mess up, just
keep playing on like nothing happened.
No one else knows the song like you do.
They won’t know anything happened that
was not planned unless you tell them so.
Just keep playing all the way through and
don’t stop to let them know anything
other than they are hearing it all just as
you had meant it to sound - just as you
had planned. Play through any mistakes
with confidence, and they will know no
better. Keep this ever in mind - THEY
DON’T KNOW YOUR SONG OR HOW YOU
PLAY IT. PLAY IT THROUGH and don’t tell
them it is anything other than perfect. This
way they will never know when it is not
perfect.”
There is a lot of talk these days about “jazz
magic”, as my friend Michael Close labels
it, or “adjusting” as I named it years
before. In either case the lesson to be
learned is the one my keyboard teacher
taught me. I am sure, as Michael is a
better piano player than me, that Mr.
Close had his teacher give him similar
advice too.
As performers, even for friends and family
only, we know how a performance is
intended to begin and end. We think we
know how an effect is supposed to occur
and how we wish for it to be perceived.
But there are times when things do not go
as planned and during those times it is
important to know that only we know
how the effect is supposed to unfold. The
audience does not.
There are times when what the audience
sees as a mistake is a planned upon
mistake which we label a “sucker effect”.
But only we know in advance that we

“But J.C., when something minor goes
wrong, it really stands out. Everyone
knows it, because otherwise you are so
perfect. That’s why my performing
character is a slob of sorts. I overhand
shuffle worse than a layperson and I drop
cards all over the place. But that’s how I
am all of the time. It is very disarming.
When I mess up, no one knows as I appear
just as I always do. It gives me a lot of
leeway. So while you are flawless, I think
there may be a flaw in that flawlessness.”
expect the trick to appear to fail. We alone
know secretly that a sucker trick will turn
out fine in the end and that we are leading
the audience along.
An experience comes to mind along that
has served me well. Magician Bob Sheets
and I were watching our friend J.C.
Wagner perform his flawless close-up card
magic. J.C. asked Bob what he thought
after his performance. Bob told him that
everything he did was beautiful - each
move a perfect picture.

Don’t over
think what you
are doing right
now. Just stop
for a moment
and think period.
volume 11, number 5 • 8

I was trained to be a very precise close-up
performer too as I was a student for years
of John Mendoza. When Bob Sheets said
what he did to J.C. I almost fell out of my
chair laughing. I knew he was right. I
began to shuffle casually and do things in
a way that seemed utterly normal and
average. This allowed me to get by with a
lot of bold things and correct mistakes
without anyone in the audience thinking
anything was other than planned. I was
really helped that evening by those
comments.
Another evening I was performing and my
big finale at the time was that the people
on stage were supposed to act out as if
they were hypnotized. All of the on-stage
spectators just stood there and did nothing
at all. This was the ending of the entire
show that evening and I had no ending
now. I was there on stage in front of
everyone with no way to end the show.
The audience was seeing a huge failure, it
was very obvious, and I knew it.
But I kept in mind that the audience did
not know how the show was supposed to
end. I had no choice but to come up with
a new ending suddenly or leave the stage
in tears - which one can never do if ever
wishing to perform again. So I began
chatting away to stall for time, trying to
come up with an ending. I reached in my
pocket and there was a small prop I had
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forgotten to use that evening. I ended by using this prop in a
different way and showing that whilst it was obvious that
everyone on stage was not hypnotized - everyone sitting in
the audience was hypnotized! This made a very fine finale
and the show closed with a huge success. That impromptu
ending made its way into the ‘Kentonism’ act off and on for
years after that.

Jerry O’Connell

Another example: An illusion performer was supposedly doing
a Thin Model Sawing In Half trick. The device jammed and no
legs would appear at the foot end of the box. Suddenly the
legs shot out and then back in, then out and started kicking.
The trick was ruined. Or was it? The performer whispered for
the assistant to jump out of the box and run screaming
offstage. She did just that. The performer peered into the box
and said, “I must confess, this trick uses two people, ladies
and gentlemen. The thing is, that girl is my wife, and those
extra legs in this box tonight turns out to be a man - My BEST
friend!”

For the
finest

The performer scowling pulled out a starter pistol and shot at
the box, as he turned the leg end away from the audience’s
sight.
“That ought to put an end to that TRICK!” remarked the
performer. “Now let’s do some MAGIC instead...” and
proceeded with a beautiful effect. The audience believed this
sawing trick was meant as a joke, and provided great contrast
for the beautiful effect to come.

wallets

You may think incorrectly “I cannot be that smart. I can’t
think that quickly under pressure” but the reality is you can
when you must. You think you cannot because you have not
been under the sort of pressure where you simply must find a
way to come out successfully. You will find that anyone is
able to do this when they feel threatened enough in the
midst of a performance.

in the

I cannot tell you how many times I have made mistakes and
audiences thought I was leading them on. Later when the
trick turned out successfully, they swore I had been teasing
them the entire time. The refused to believe I had made a
mistake.
Just continuing to play through to a happy ending for all
concerned has created new tricks too. It has been the
foundation for many classics and performance breakthroughs.

finest
leathers

Just keep playing - That’s what my piano teacher taught me.
Now I pass this secret along to you. It is true in business
meetings, in performances, in everyday life. You need to learn
to adjust and keep going until you end up successful in the
end.
However keep in mind that in real life, the opposite may be
true. It is better in human matters to admit your mistakes and
be honest. Politics and the people whom rulers try to rule
would be better off with such honesty and admittance too.
These examples are not to condone lying or cheating yourself
with dishonesty in day-to-day affairs or matters of the heart.
But in performance, it is advice that will serve you well just as
honesty and admitting faults will serve you well in real life.

Check out our web site

www.leatherjerry.com

Now, enjoy the game and when problems come - keep
PLAYING THROUGH to success!
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by Joshua Miller Photos by Carey Lauder
in the advanced class. Here we did not learn any tricks but,
instead, how to present our routines better.
After lunch there was another lesson. This time it was one of
my electives. We had to choose five electives in advance, before
we left home to come to camp. So it was one of my electives
each day at this time.
I chose, Theory of Magic, Juggling, Card Flourishes, Stage Magic
and Restaurant work. Each lesson lasted one hour.
The Theory of Magic sessions covered how to take a trick and
break it down to create your own version of the routine and the
Restaurant Work showed us what types of magic tricks to do in
restaurants and suggested how to get the waiting staff on your
side.
There were girls too!
Joshua and Magic Mike Segal

After months of waiting, I was on my way!
I finally landed at Pearson Airport, Toronto, Canada for my
adventure to begin. My host family were waiting to meet me,
they had a sign with my name on. They had a 14 year old son
called Scott, who was also going to Magic camp, and he was
really cool. I was staying the night with them the day before
camp. They took me to X-Fest (with fast rides!!), which is The
Canadian National Exhibition. The Mum, Sue, was very nice and
friendly and they were a top family to stay with - they all made
me feel very welcome.
The next day we had to catch the yellow school bus at 7.30 a.m.
for a two hour drive to Haliburton where Sorcerer’s Safari is held
at Camp White Pine.
When the bus arrived at the camp the doors opened and Lee
Asher ran onto the bus with a video camera shouting “Is
everyone ALRIGHT???” and the whole bus went
“Whoooooooooooo!!!!!!!!”

The Juggling and Card Flourishes workshops were fun and I
learnt about contact juggling, how to juggle with five balls, how
to control a card and also how to spring cards in to the air. The
Stage Workshop covered the importance of microphones and
how to project your voice without amplification. Also Majinx, a
stage act, showed us some of the drawings of their illusions and
costumes.

We had lunch, then went to our cabins to unpack. There were
eleven boys in my cabin, one CIT (councillor in training) and a
councillor. We then had to go to The Old Theatre to meet
everybody. I had a great time meeting all the new friends who I
would be sharing the next eight days with.
Every morning, at breakfast, Magic Mike, the camp leader, would
chat to us about what was happening that day. We would have
an exercise session and then it was off to card class. Everyone in
the whole camp had to go to card class. I had signed up for
intermediate but, by the end of the first lesson, they had put me

Outdoor fun
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that I would definitely recommend to other YMC members - I
am trying to save money to go back next year. I had a totally
amazing ten days!

Gregg Frewin and friend

So finally a BIG thank you to:
Magic Mike and Jen for offering me the chance to go.
The Scholarship Committee and trustees of the Magic
Endowment Fund.
Mandy Davis for the opportunity and all her hard work getting
me there.
Ali Bongo and Marvin Berglas for recommending me.

At 2pm it was time for the daily beach party: a chance to hang
out with friends, swim in the lake, canoe and the “Splash
Competition” - which was won every day by Amazing Dan!

And everyone else who helped to get me there.
Without you all I wouldn’t have had this fantastic time,
memories and met some great people that I will remember
forever.
If you are interested in going with Josh to Canada next year
check out www.sorcerers-safari.com.

After dinner we would go see a show in Pineages, the new
theatre. The shows every night were amazing! Performers
included Eric Bus, Dick Joiner, Craig Douglas, Kristi Heatlh, Tyler
Wilson, Greg Frewin and Aaron Fisher to name but a few - oh
yes, not forgetting some parrots and two tigers! So there was
lots of stage magic, illusions, juggling, comedy and laughter
from everyone.
We campers did quite a lot of performing too.
I performed in an evening show as well as one of the campers’
shows. I did my new stage comedy patter act and people said
that they really enjoyed it as it showed a different side of me. I
did Vanishing Bandana, included a six foot straw from a paper
bag and produced metres of ribbon and confetti from a
dovepan. In the camper show I borrowed someone’s straight
jacket for a comedy routine which had everyone laughing. On
the last night I was presented with a plaque and a medal for
receiving my scholarship and grant.
I found that the Canadian kids were really nice and the girls all
loved my British accent! Those kids use the same tricks as we do
over here and standards are much the same. It varied depending
on whether or not they could get to magic shops from where
they lived.
I really loved camp; you learn a lot, not just tricks but patter,
presentation and also about life in general and it is something

Joshua in camp show

Can you find me?
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John Carney

This year saw the International
Brotherhood of Magicians
visiting Eastbourne, Sussex, for
their 70th annual convention.

IBM shield
abek wins
D
l
u
a
P
r
e
emb
Ex YMC M

It was almost a full week of
lectures, shows and
competitions with some of the
top names in the business.
YMC was well represented as
past member Steve Dela won
the card skills trophy in close up
as well as third place whilst past
members Paul Dabek, current
Young Magician of the Year, is
now the holder of the biggest
prize of the week, the IBM
Stage Shield. Meanwhile
current member Joe Ray won
two awards - the 2nd prize in
the stage competition as well as
the huge Ditta Shield for
Manipulation.

Two wins for YM
C Member Joe Ra
y

Our YMC workshop was
brilliant with several top stars of
magic teaching a select group
of young people. Our own Ali
Bongo taught 'One in the
Hand, Two in the Pocket' whilst
British professional cabaret and
close up magician, Rob Cox,
explained the workings of an
intricate card effect. American
star John Carney popped by to
give a private ten-minute show
and Trade Show magician Seth
Kramer taught a fascinating
self-working card trick.
Legend John Calvert (aged 95!) and Tammy
Finally the legendary 95 year
old John Calvert, together with
his wife and stage assistant
Tammy, demonstrated some
very useful rope escapes. The
workshop ended with a few
words from the International
IBM President Fred Casto.

p
YMC worksho
d Ruth at the
Leah, Carys an

Other people appearing at the
convention included Mac King,
Dimmaire, Jeff Hobson and the
FISM winner Pilou. We saw
some amazing acts and chatted
with some fascinating people. If
you missed it, put the IBM
Convention in your diaries for
next year in Southport!
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John Carney

Comedy
Magician
Jeff Hob
son

wins for YMC Mem
ber Joe Ray

Joe Harper and Jack Gleadows stars of the Next Generation show

Seth Kram
er teachin
g Joe Harp
er

Workshop
teach-in w
ith Rob Co
x

d Pat Fallon
immaire an
D
es
m
Ja
orkers
Top Dove w

All photos by Mandy Davis
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I spent a lively five days at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival this year but, although there had been several magicians performing there,
most of their shows had ended by the time we arrived! However I
was able to catch three very different performers in action:

Unknown Street
Entertainer at the
Edinburgh Fringe

Chris Cox is 22 years old and his publicity claims that he has been
performing for audiences for twelve years. He had pulled a good
crowd for an early afternoon show - several shows we’d seen had
less than ten in the audience! Chris, a very bouncy personality, used
interaction with a miniature version of himself on a TV screen to
develop both humour
and his magic
during the show.
He favoured
mindreading and
Chris Cox
lots of audience
participation,
throwing a toy
‘ferret’ out for
random selections
of people. He got
good reviews
from the stern newspaper critics and the audience certainly liked his style.

Photo by Mandy Davis
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Every year Ian Kendall, a local magician, organises three weeks of magic at The
Café Royal and splits the time between several performers so the show is
different every week. A couple of years ago Rob Cox and I had worked a week
there so naturally we visited for old times’ sake. Glasgow magician, Paul
Nardini was performing and he caught the audience’s attention straight away
with the production of a bottle of whiskey! He used some good material
such as Invisible Deck, Bill Switch and the Eleven Dollar Bill Trick as well as
the latest version of Torn and Restored Card. He got on well with his
audience and the show was great value for money.
For the first time at the Fringe I found time to visit the Speigeltent - a famous
form of temporary theatre
originated in Germany (but
Arturo Brachetti
you knew that from the
name!) I went to see a worldclass transformation act - one man
with an endless supply of faces
and costumes. His name is Arturo
Brachetti and his show was lively,
entertaining and very different.

As you will know from the last edition of Secrets YMC member Owen Daniel took
a production to Edinburgh this summer, as a part of the Fringe Festival.
Congratulations are due as I now hear that the show played to full houses every
night and received rave reviews from all who went to see it. Plans are already
underway to re-create the show, Struwwelpeter - In English!, as well as a second
piece for next year’s Festival.
So put the Edinburgh Fringe Festival on you wish-list for a visit in 2007.

volume 11, number 5 • 14
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From Chinese Mandarin to Pierrot, from
James Bond films to the Sound of
Music, the changes were amazing and
interspersed with magical effects from
the production of yards of thread from his mouth to a Zombie eye-ball! The final
moments saw Arturo vanish from the stage and reappear at the back of the
audience - this was an extravaganza of entertainment from a true professional.
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vanish a half-pint
tumbler containing
real milk

milky flight
by Ian Adair

❚ effect
From a waxed milk container, milk is poured into a tumbler which
is then covered by an opaque cloth. Throwing the cloth into the
air, the glass of milk is seen to completely vanish!
DISC SEWN INTO CENTRE

OF CLOTH

❚ apparatus

1

A disposable waxed milk carton.
This should contain enough milk
to fill a half-pint glass.

2
GLASS SECRETLY
DROPPED INTO
MILK CARTON

A half-pint tumbler.
A cloth. This should measure 24” square.
A cardboard disc, the same diameter
as the mouth of the tumbler, is sewn
into the centre of the cloth.

PAPER SACK (bag)

❚ working &
presentation

glass of milk, through the material of the cloth, the performer
swiftly throws the cloth into the air where it falls to the floor.
The glass, containing the milk, has completely vanished!

Both the carton and tumbler are removed from the table. The milk
is poured into the tumbler from the carton. The carton is then
placed upon the table with its top fully opened.

“They tell us all to drink more milk each day so here is a trick
that uses milk. Talking about milk, I was amused the other day
to learn of the little boy who, after wandering into a field,
stumbled across a number of empty bottles. “Is that a cow’s
nest?” he asked.

It should run like this;

The cloth is draped over the tumbler so that the disc falls parallel
with its mouth.
The gesture that follows should appear to the audience as though
the performer wishes to catch any possible overflow of liquid,
through bad pouring, into the container.
The waxed container, held in the left hand, is brought up beneath
the tumbler for this supposed purpose. In fact, what really happens
is that the entire glass, containing the milk, is slowly allowed to
slide inside. However, because of the secret cardboard disc within
the handkerchief, the right hand still appears to hold the glass.
The waxed container, now containing and concealing the tumber
of milk, is placed to one side. Gripping what appears to be the

Well what more can I possibly say? Let’s fill the tumbler!” (The
tumbler of milk is passed several times in front of the
audience.)
“At least it’s ‘past-eur-ized (past your eyes, a corny yet funny
remark, one that has to be worded carefully to bring about
rewarding results.)
“Enough of this, let’s cover the tumbler with a handkerchief.
Does anybody know any magic words? Abracadabra seems to
work best, doesn’t it? Let’s say it now: Abracadabra!
“Ladies and gentlemen - the tumbler of milk has disappeared!”
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Luka Kiszko
What kind of magic do you enjoy most? It has to be close up
for me!
What do you enjoy most about ‘Secrets’? This page (the profile
section), news and the puzzle page.
Favourite magic DVD? All Allan Ackerman card DVDs.
Strongest non-magical performing influences? Eddie Murphy
and Jim Carrey.

Photo by Mandy Davis

Strongest magical influences? Some people at the YMC like
Tom and some guys who I don’t know the names of - but I
will find out if it’s the last thing I do!
Favourite store? www.magicshop.co.uk.
Favourite magic on TV? Derren Brown.
Which magician would you most like to be and why? David
Blaine... but only to find out what goes on in that crazy head
of his!
Luka Kiszko got into magic when he was about eight years old
but didn’t know how to get started until he was nearly twelve.
He saw the YMC website and signed up! For that twelfth
birthday he got some great magic tricks and nowadays he’s out
there doing magic for children’s birthdays and adult dinner
parties.

Three people, living or dead you would like to meet? Jim
Carrey, Paul Daniels and David Blaine so I can tell him how
funny he is!
Tips for anyone getting into magic? Just get in there and try
and enter as many competitions as possible even if you don’t
think you’re good enough - don’t be scared like me!

Age? 13.
Some people I would like to thank in magic? Everyone at the
YMC for helping me, my dad and family.

Current home? Bristol.
Joined the Young Magicians Club? December 2005.
Hobbies? Magic, juggling, diablo, sports and computer.
Favourite magic book? I tend to learn from DVDs.
Favourite non-magic book? All Darren Shan books.
Favourite film? All horror films and some comedies e.g.
“Bowfinger,” “Saw,” and “Misery.”
Favourite music? I like a lot of different kinds of music like the
Orsons, Fountains of Wane and Bob Marley as well as other
songs from Caribbean countries.
Favourite magicians? For TV it’s Paul Daniels, for street it’s David
Blane and for stage Rick Thomas who I went to see in Las Vegas.
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Matthew Buchinger
(circa 1674-1739)

And you think you’ve
got problems?
Matthew Buchinger is not solely famous for being a magician but
his story is still of interest to magicians as it may just encourage us
to practise more enthusiastically - and to persevere despite minor
set-backs!
Matthias Buchinger was born on the 3rd June 1674 in
Nuremberg, Germany. As the youngest of nine children he would
eventually be married four times - and have fourteen children! He
came over to England from Hanover, in the process changing his
name to the more English title ‘Matthew’. He presently became
known as ‘The Wonderful Little Man of Nuremberg’.
He was a skilled musician, able to play numerous instruments
including the flute, bagpipe, oboe and trumpet, and he
constructed machines that could play various musical instruments.
He became known for his ability to write and draw beautiful
portraits as well as creating a sensation by assembling ‘ships in
bottles’. His breadth of talents even included “demonstrating trick
shots at nine pins” (bowling).
Amid all these talents he was also an enthusiastic magician - “he
plays at cards and dice, performs tricks with cups and balls, corn
and live birds...to the general satisfaction of all spectators”. He
could juggle proficiently and was unbeatable at cards, winning

by Sam Clarke
every game that he was challenged with. It was recorded that he
performed for three Emperors of Germany, most of the Kings and
Princes of Europe and several times for King George.
Yet all these feats were accomplished despite the fact that he had
no hands or feet and was a mere twenty-nine inches tall - that’s
just 74 centimetres! He was, in essence, just a stump of a man
with “two excrescences which grew from his shoulder-blades, like
fingers without nails”.
Despite his obvious handicap Buchinger was still able to perform
the classic Cups and Balls, skilfully and dexterously producing
birds. Extraordinarily, he drew his portraits using “two flippers
rotating a pen”; when his pictures were magnified, it was often
seen that embedded in the portraits was minute writing. For
example, one portrait reveals six Psalms and the Lord’s Prayer
written within the curls of the wig!
So whenever you are discouraged or have doubts about your
performing abilities just remember ‘The Little Man of Nuremberg’.

Another magician who has had to learn his craft despite certain hardships or disabilities is American Richard Turner.
The great Professor of Magic, Dai Vernon, once said of Richard Turner: “He does things with
cards that no one else in the world can do - no one.” Richard has received such praise from
countless other legendary magicians too. His performance style is more of a ‘gambling
demonstration’ than magic but the techniques required to do what he does are truly
extraordinary.

r Crawford
Photo by Alexande

Unlike many of us (yes, I admit to it) who might perform a self-working effect with the
pretence of difficulty, Richard’s act consists of genuine skill - on-the-table perfect riffle shuffles
seem to prove that!
And yet, Richard is LEGALLY BLIND and has been since the age of nine. He can see vague
shapes but no details. You may be asking ‘How can one become that skilful without being
able to actually see the cards?’ The answer is: with a lot of dedication! Richard says that for
22 years he used to practise for 10-20 hours a day. He has devised and practised persistently
the most difficult moves that most of us would give up at first glance.
After seeing one of his UK lectures, I really did go away with the feeling that I had seen a
master of our art and it is somewhat inspiring to see how one with such an apparent
problem has merely worked through it.
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things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense!)

Entourage by Gordon Bean
❚ reviewed by Magic Circular Editor Matthew Field
I’ve been carrying this packet trick around with me for
the last few weeks and I really like it. You show four
face-down cards sandwiched between two face-up
Jokers, as you explain that the Queens like to travel
with an entourage of Jokers. Ask the spectator to
name a Queen, then to try and find it by removing
face down cards one at a time, leaving one.
Miraculously, the spectator finds the named Queen
(no force). You then show the faces of the three
cards they removed, and they are more Jokers - the
Queen’s entourage!

★
Basic skills

from Alakaza
m Magic,
www.alakaza
m.co.uk
£14.99 plus
£2.00 p & p

Value for mo
ney?

9/10

7/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the p
ractice?

8/10

Although the spectator finding the chosen Queen
has only a one-in-four chance of success, the fact that you’ve seemingly
predicted which one would be chosen raises the impact of the trick. There is a six
page booklet of instructions and more than 20 illustrations which make everything
crystal clear. Entourage is easy to do and a winner.

Puncture
by Alex Linian

★★
Intermediate skills

❚ reviewed by Magic Circular Editor Matthew Field
ion book.
and instruct
Props, DVD
2.00 p & p.
£19.99 + £
m.co.uk
www.alakaza

7/10

ney?
Value for mo

r friends?

you
9/10 Amaze

ractice?
Worth the p

7/10

This is another “Paul Harris Presents” trick and
it’s quite clever. I first came across the Karate
Coin in the work of David Roth. There is a
large hole punched through the coin,
complete with jagged edges. David would
feign stabbing his finger right through a
borrowed quarter, impaling it. Alex Linian
has taken this idea except, instead of his
finger, he’s found a special but
ungimmicked pen which he can apparently
stab through the coin - for us the coin in
question is a Euro.

This looks good. Really good. It’s not self-working - but not especially complex sleight of
hand either. Yes, there is a switch but the special feature of the particular ballpoint pen
included in the package make this quite simple and the thing happens in a flash.
And that’s a problem: the whole thing is over in an instant. But everything can be shown fairly since everything is ungaffed (if you can
call a coin with a great, whopping, jagged hole in it ungaffed.) You’ll have to work out how to introduce a solid Euro into your act if
you not in an EEC country - that’s what the trick uses but it is a lovely effect.
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Torn and Restored Tissue
by Bob White

★★
Intermediate skills

❚ reviewed by Magic Circular Editor Matthew Field

m Magic,
from Alakaza
p from
+ £2.00 p &
DVD £15.99
m.co.uk
www.alakaza

ney?
Value for mo

8/10

The Torn and Restored Tissue, or Napkin,
is a classic of magic and everyone should
learn at least one version of it. Bob
White was a student of the Professor,
Dai Vernon, and his handlings of the
classics of magic are respected by
many magicians.

The napkin is torn and restored and
the magician offers to show how
it’s done. He tears up another one
and shows how he switches it for
?
e
c
ti
c
a whole napkin; then those
ra
p
Worth the
hidden torn pieces are
themselves, mysteriously,
restored. And when Bob White
does the trick it is mysterious because his switch, the secret one, is invisible and
Bob continually shows his hands empty except for one napkin.

9/10

friends?
Amaze your

8/10

All the tips are here from what kind of napkin to use, and what the proper size it should be, to how to direct audience attention.
The video is short but nicely shot and includes performance too. It’s just one trick but, in Bob White’s hands, it’s damn near a miracle.

International Magic
Established by Ron MacMillan 50 years ago – still a family business!

89 Clerkenwell Road
London
EC1R 5BX

CLEARANCE SALE – ALL L&L VIDEOS ONLY £7.50 EACH (+ postage)
We have over 100 superb titles in stock by the
following great performers...
Michael Ammar, Jim Zachary, Bruce Cervon, Harry Allen,
Vallarino, Geoffery Buckingham, Daryl, Eddie Tullock,
Parvel, Martin Nash, Henry Evans, Ian Adair, Dai Vernon,
Johnny Thompson, Michael Rubinstein, Ken Krenzel,
Karrell Fox, David Regal, Harry Lorayne, Michael Close,
Mark Wilson, Paul Diamond, Dan Harlan, Jeff Sheridan,
Simon Lovell and many others...
Major credit cards accepted
Opening hours: 11.30 - 18.00 (Mon - Fri) and 11.30 - 16.00 (Sat)

www.InternationalMagic.com
T: +44 (0) 20 7405 7324 / F: +44 (0) 20 7831 2927
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Aspiring
towards
Magic
I’m Over Here...
The Importance of Eye Contact
By Owen Daniel
The well-known 16th Century proverb states, ‘The eyes are
the window of the soul’; this is worth considering if we
want to produce meaningful performances. When we are
on stage we attempt to establish a relationship with our
audience. Some liken this bond-building to constructing a
bridge across the footlights, or removing the performerspectator barrier, bringing audience and performer closer
together. This friendship is important: after your
performance every individual should feel that they
personally know you and should have felt that you gave
them attention as an individual.
We are forever told to perform for the back-row of our
auditorium to clarify diction and increase our projection.
Although this is a worthwhile occupation for inexperienced
performers, once we have developed strong, confident
vocal skills we must learn to share them out equally
amongst the auditorium. Focusing attention on one row
contradicts social etiquette where we are instructed to look
at people as we address them: there is no justification for
this common courtesy to be forgotten whilst performing.
Audiences show consideration in quietly watching our
magic, in response we should perform magic to them: not
just to one person but to the entire auditorium.
One example of the potential of ‘eye-power’ is evident in
Alexander’s posters. We cannot help but be drawn towards
the portraits eyes which appear as to be staring, straight
through us, into our minds! Before we know anything
about the performer the poster cements the impression
that Alexander really is capable of reading every thought.
If you can look into the eyes of every individual in your
audience (whether you are a stage or close-up magician)
everybody you perform to will leave knowing more about
your character. I have found this has influenced my
performing, both in magic and theatre, profoundly increasing my confidence if nothing more. In taking the
time to look at each person you will develop a stronger
bond with the audience, increasing their enjoyment of your
magic.
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magicbox
MASSIVE DVD SALE
MANY TITLES ONLY £14.99
GREEN BICYCLES NOW ONLY £1.50
FREE CATALOGUE
PRESENTING THE LATEST
AND BEST EFFECTS
TEL:01912325335
www.magicbox.uk.com

JESTERS MAGIC
(James Smith)

r
e
f
f
O
l
Specia

Great
Bill Goldman Value

5 effects pack
only £15 inc p&p

78 High Street,
Lincoln, LN5 8AA

ALBION MAGIC

01522 525353

8 Florence Grove, Stone Cross,
West Bromwich, B71 3LL 0121 532 4509
Contact: Alex Powell 07831115448
wwww.albionmagiccompany.co.uk

Martin Sanderson
29 Pegwell Avenue, RAMSGATE, Kent, CT11 0NL
Tel/Fax: 01843 850036 Email: magic_zane@btinternet.com

www.zanesmagicshop.com
Welcome to Zane’s Magic Shop. We sell lots of great magic tricks and DVDs
from all over the world at very reasonable prices.
Plus recently we have added at least 50 new items, all in stock now!
So check out the web-site to find out all about us. You can pay by Credit or
debit card using Paypal, instructions are on the web-site.
Or simply write out a cheque and send it to the above address.
For a FREE catalogue please enclose a 35p stamp with your name and address.

“As a professional magician myself, I only sell good
practical magic that entertains an audience”
For a friendly and helpful service
Please contact Zane’s Magic Shop!

Close-up DVDs
4U
Visit our website

www.sanderson-magic.com
or telephone 0845 900 1317
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LAST ISSUE
Puzzle Time Answers

ILLUSIONIST
CONJURER
WITCH DOCTOR
SORCERER
MAGICIAN
TRICKSTER
WARLOCK
WIZARD
MEDICINE MAN
PRESTIDIGITATOR

What do you see?

This is some 18th Century magic an engraving which is an optical illusion.
It is called the Isle of Dogs as you can either see two dogs
curled up against each other or two hills on an island!
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Wayne Dobson
dtrik@waynedobson.co.uk
www.waynedobson.co.uk
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