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I am so excited - I’m off to spend five
glorious days at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival seeing as many magic based
shows as I can in the time. I also hope to
see lots of comedy and a few plays as
well. I just love Edinburgh in August I only wish I’d started going when I was
your age and not waited until only five
years ago!
When I get back and finish writing my
reviews I’ll be getting ready for the IBM
convention at Eastbourne. Already I’ve
had news about those of you who are
already booked in for the weekend 23rd
and 24th September. It’s going to be a
memorable convention with the legendary
John Calvert and Tammy, as well as the
wonderful Mac King, giving an exclusive
workshop just for the Young Magicians
Club. There will also be a star studded
Gala Show on the Saturday night. Can’t
wait!
Then October brings our very own J-Day on Sunday 22nd October and - what a line-up!
As it’s our special 10th Anniversary Celebrations the amazing David Berglas, past President
of YMC and The Magic Circle, will be coming out of retirement to tell you about his life illustrating his talk with lots of film clips. Also TV’s Ali Cook will be talking to you about his
style of magic and the things he’s achieved to date. Our gala show is packed with top
names and of course YOU will be stars if you reach the finals of our close up and our
stage competitions - auditions on 16th September.
Seats are limited and must be paid for in advance. So get your tickets as soon as you can
and...
See you there!
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Competition
One
I was lucky enough to catch Marc Salem’s
new show at the Tricycle Theatre (see your
last newsletter for details).

Patti Sinclair

Marc did some great mentalism effects,
practically all of them different from his
last show. He included a Deal, No Deal
effect, a book test and his climactic
blindfold sequence - the only thing he has
repeated from previous years. He even
attempted Smash and Stab on the night I
saw the show - I say attempted as it went
wrong and he ended up with blood
pouring from the side of his clench fist; I
have now seen this go wrong three times!

It is with great regret that I have to tell you that Patti Sinclair of the Magical
Wonders dealership has passed away.
Patti, a life-member of the Magic Castle in Holywood, was particularly known to
those of you who have attended J-Day for the past five years. She and her husband
Myles, were always one of the three dealerships in attendance. In fact Magical
Wonders supply the first tricks you receive when you become members of YMC
Patti was known for her kindness to new or young magicians, always on hand to
offer help and advice. She would try to ensure that you understood the prop you
were buying and she would guide you so that you didn’t waste your money on
items that were beyond your capabilities.

He was still able to sign two copies of his
programme though - and to kindly send
them, with his best wishes, to members of
the Young Magicians Club.

Patti’s American honesty and kindness were legendary and she will certainly be
missed. She was a member of the Watford Association of Magicians, their treasurer
for the past couple of years until illness caused her to step down from the post
only a month ago.

To win one of the programmes just email
or write to me telling me in which city
Marc lives and the first names out of the
hat will win the prizes.

She was a friend of mine; I met her through Myles when she first came to the UK
and I was a witness at their August wedding a few years ago.
So long Patti - she was a good friend to magicians of all ages but particularly those
involved with the Young Magicians Club.

All you ever wanted to ask...
On page eleven you will see that we have two “audience with” sessions at J-Day.
Please send in your questions for David Berglas or Alistair Cook as soon as possible.
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Competition
Two - Self Tying
Shoelace
This amazing trick is reviewed on page
eighteen by a member of YMC and
Alakazam has donated as a prize.
Send your name to me and first out of the
hat on 1st Sept will win it.
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Win an Exclusive Interview with
DAVID and DANIA!
The amazing award winning costume-change act of David and Dania will be appearing in
The Magic Circle Christmas show this year.
Win a chance to interview this exclusive couple about their amazing life in show business
for an article in ‘Secrets’ magazine. Find out about Dania’s early life in Russia and their
unique and very magical act.
All you have to do is tell us in less than 200 words why you would like to win this
amazing prize. Send your entry via email or post to the usual address - to arrive no later
than 10th September 2006.

Workshop Calendar
2006
Here are the 2006 dates for you to put
in your diaries:
September 16 - Auditions for J-Day
competitions
September 23 - IBM Convention
Workshop
October 22 -

SUNDAY - J-Day

November 25 - to be arranged
Workshop fee £5.
As always workshops will run from
11 am - 4 pm and will be held at The
Magic Circle HQ (address on pages three
and five). Please be sure to bring a
packed lunch (drinks and crisps will be
provided free), a deck of cards, notebook
and a pen as minimum requirements for
the day.
Please register in advance each time Email: mandy@themagiccircle.co.uk

Mandy at Bristol
David and Dania with

❚ Write Now!
Write to ‘Secrets’ with your tricks,

Competition Winners
The winner of the
Mark Wilson Course:

The winner of the
John Archer DVD:

questions, comments, suggestions,
responses and ideas. Although we cannot
respond personally your letter may
appear here or in the ‘Inner Secrets’

Edward Hilsum

Steven Bridges

newsletter. All articles will automatically

The winner of the Jeff
McBride/Eugene Burger prize:

Here is Steven’s winning entry:

be entered for the annual ‘Blanchard

this question caused some controversy;
although they lectured in Bath their full
evening show took place in Falmouth,
Cornwall - only one person gave the
correct answer:
Oliver Graham-Smith.

I am concerned that we don’t have
enough people entering the
competitions - EVERY MEMBER has
a chance so email or send your
answers to me today. You can’t win
if you don’t enter!

Literary Award’ which is presented for the
“I met John Archer at a magic
convention last March and was thrilled
with his show and how much of a nice
guy he was/is. Recently I have been
getting into mentalism and I am
particularly fond of blindfold work. I
have also started to do stage magic
but without the big props and with a
mix of comedy. I’m after a mentalism
routine that ‘packs small plays big’, can
be done with mainly everyday objects
and can be performed on a stage - this
DVD looks perfect! I know that John
will have carefully filtered out all the
less effective pieces of mentalism and
left this DVD with the best of the best
blindfold work!”
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best contribution by a YMC member.
Write to the Editor:
Mandy Davis,
The Young Magicians Club,
The Centre for the Magic Arts,
12 Stephenson Way,
London, NW1 2HD,
or email us at
editor@theyoungmagiciansclub.com
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Magical Wonders
Fulfilling the Needs of the Magic Community Since 1985

Over 500 effects in stock
Dozens of Exclusives
Distributors for Axtell Products from the U.S.A.
Spring and Summer Sales
Private Customer Sales
Same-Day Turn-a-round on all orders
Competitive prices
Best Service in the business (Probably!)

Telephone / Fax / E-mail orders welcome
Credit Cards (MC, Visa, Switch, Solo, JCB & Maestro) accepted, NO extra charge

AND we’re really nice!
Annual Catalogue £5.00 (includes £5.00 in vouchers)

Myles & Patti Sinclair, 9 Canterbury Road,
Watford, Herts. WD17 1QT
Tel: 01923 467956 • Fax: 01923 220653
E-mail: magic@hey-presto.demon.co.uk

All Change at
Kaymar Magic

Yes, we have MOVED and we’re
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!
For more information and to keep
up-to-date with all the new magical
happenings at Kaymar, you really
should be on the
Kaymar Newsletter Mailing List.
IT’S FREE
Just send your name and address to:
The Kaymar Magic Co Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road
Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV10 7DN

We supply magicians all around the world with thousands of tricks, books and DVDs.

CLOSE QUARTERS by Aldo Colombini
The magician shows four cards that have quarters printed on them. One by one the quarters vanish and reappear all on
one card which now has four quarters! The card is left on a spectator's palm and, while there, it changes into a card with
a dollar coin on it! Then a real silver dollar appears leaving the card blank!...£10.00

IN A BIND by Jay Sankey
So visually arresting, you'll have to remind them to blink! You display a small spiral bound memo pad and a deck of
cards, then proceed to openly write down a prediction in the pad. A spectator then selects a card and returns it to the
pack.You explain that a mentalist would simply predict the card, but a magician would have to actually find the card. With
that...you begin to slowly rub the spiral binding of the notebook against the deck, and suddenly one card, from the middle
of the pack, literally becomes bound within the spiral coiling of the pad! When the pad and card are returned, the
spectators see that you've accurately predicted what card they would pick and of course, the bound card is the
selection!Card is truly bound among the sheets in the pad, Real deck and everything may be examined, Perform it
anytime during your show...£12.00

Buy both for £20 when you mention ‘Secrets’
Email us now for our free latest Preview
Merlins, 15 The Springs, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1QE
01924 339933 www.merlinswakefield.co.uk email merlins@btconnect.com
We accept cash, cheques and all major cradit cards

IT’S ALWAYS MAGIC AT......................MERLINS
volume 11, number 4 • 6
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by Mandy Davis
Patrik Kuffs is a young man
who performs comedy hand
in hand with mentalism, a
combination which was well
received at Blackpool this
year. It was therefore
interesting to learn that his
interest in magic came later in
life than most and that the
effect of being an only child
means he has worked almost
exclusively on his own.

“I have always had to develop
my imagination far more than those with siblings tend to do. I
always work on everything alone; I do everything alone. I’ve never
been to a magic club either!
‘Magic needs to evolve so I am trying new things all the time - I am
determined that my performance will not stand still.”
Patrik lives in Montreal and French is his first language. He is a
serious student of martial arts, holding three black belts in three
different disciplines and when, at the age of seventeen, he saw a
student perform a magic trick it bothered him and niggled that he
didn’t know how it was done! So he set about finding out...and his
obsessive personality got him hooked on the subject. He has a
passion for everything he tackles and admits: ‘I have to be the
best!’
And the more he studied, the more he felt that magic relied too
much on props so he decided to branch into mental magic,
something that could be created anywhere which ‘makes it the
most magical form’. Patrik also felt that mentalism was far too
serious, this belief varying greatly from many of the mentalists we
are familiar with.
“The audience doesn’t care if you are doing real magic or not; they
just want to be entertained and forget their troubles.’

He also has an interesting view about volunteers who come onto
the stage.
‘When I invite people onto the stage it’s so that we become this
new comedy duo each time - a perfect duo working together for
the audience. I don’t want to feel that we are on different sides
of a divide.’
Patrik’s magical influence is Gary Kurtz - who is also based in
Montreal. As his apprentice Patrik was allowed to prepare all the
props that Gary sold and eventually was allowed to get Gary’s
props ready for his performances too.
“Gary opened doors for me and always told him what he
thought of my act which is the only way to improve.”
Patrik is ambitious yet he has no agent, everything he has
achieved he has done alone. This year there will be a thirteen part
TV series and next year the launch of a tour of his one-man
show.
He has turned the corporate market around too - instead of
going to venues to perform for companies, Patrik has the
companies come to him! This helps the theatre itself as it is only
used for his Monday nights and for murder mysteries at the
weekend. So Patrik fills the weekdays with corporate bookers
who take over the venue and his show - at an exclusive fee of
course!
Patrik is someone with a lot to offer the world of mentalism - and
it’s mostly being kept in Canada at the moment. But he hopes to
come back to the
UK very soon so
that we can once
again enjoy the
extraordinary
mind of Patrik
Cuffs.

This viewpoint has obviously been successful for Patrik who is now
starring in his second weekly show in Montreal, something that has
been running for three years. The current one, ‘Psycho-Magic, is just
as successful as the first and it appeals to everyone from 16 - 60.
He even has groupies, women who say they love him and come
along to watch him every week!
Patrik always prefers to work for ‘real’ people, not magicians.
His attitude to magic is all consuming. ‘Magic is not only a trick but
a way of thinking, whatever you want it to be.’
However if you are visiting Canada there is something you need to
know about the show:
‘I very rarely work in English, mostly in French,’ Patrik told me.
‘However the effects are very visual and easily understood and I do
try to accommodate anyone in the audience who I find is only
English-speaking.’
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3: The Act (part 2)
may be nothing. Those whom we
consider famous in the long run have
been extremely aware that all of their
acts meant something.

Is your act an act of self-discovery? Is
your act an act of ridicule? Is your act an
act of embarrassment? Is your act an act
of deceit upon people for money? Is
your act an act of incompetence?

You may disagree with the meanings
involved in such famous acts. But
please note that such acts had
meanings.

No act is meaningless. There is a secret
cause behind every act.
Is your act an act of comedy? Why?
What is the cause inside yourself that
motivates you to perform “comedy
actions”?

Does yours?
Don’t over think what you are doing
right now. Just stop for a moment and
think - period. Avoid the temptation to
justify or excuse. If you cannot be
“real” to yourself, then why should
anyone “really” relate to YOU?

Is your act an act of magic? Why? What
is the cause inside of you that makes
you do acts of “magic”? What do you
mean by “magic”? What is that?

In any form of entertainment, those
whose names have endured have been
either overtly or privately involved in
acts and beliefs of meaning. You need
to go with your OWN beliefs. ACT on
that.

Do you mean your acts of magic are
caused by a need to impress others?
Such an “act” is an outer act of egotism
and an inner act of self doubt.
What do you mean by “magic”?

So, what exactly are you, and what do
you mean to symbolize by your act or
acts?

If you mean ‘my act is an act of tricks’
then what is your inner motivation? Is it
the same inner motivation as a dog
when they do “tricks”? Are you certain
the inner motivation is all that different?
The point is what do you mean by
doing? Why are you doing it? What is
the cause behind the act?
What is your intention? What causes
this intention? Are you acting the way
you intend to act?
These are really big questions. They
cannot be answered easily or right away.
Many professionals in entertainment will
tell you these are the core questions to
ask any artist you are meaning to
promote. So you cannot easily get
around these questions, though some of
you may wish to be rid of them.
What do you mean to communicate
with your act? If your answer is
“nothing” then your ultimate endurance

Don’t over
think what you
are doing right
now. Just stop
for a moment
and think period.
volume 11, number 4 • 8

Don’t be a phony about this. Your act is
telling on you anyway. Be sure your
tricks and your act match up with the
words you say. Make certain all of this
matches your own inner CAUSE. Then
remember, “ACTions speak louder than
words.”
This article is meant to be a lesson that
can live and grow with you as you
advance along the path of
performance. Your answers will change
and grow as you change and grow
personally.
The trick is to ask yourself such
questions. Do it more than once. See
where your own answers lead you. Let
your act speak for YOU, and not just
anyone. Express and share YOU with
your audience. That’s the biggest effect
and gift you can give. YOU.
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oming in
on istory

David Berglas

On 30th July, 1926, somewhere in Europe, David Berglas was born.
Recently Genii Magazine stated: “When the history of magic is written
100 years from now, David Berglas may well warrant a chapter all of his
own”. Having lived through much of the 20th Century, he has
witnessed magic shift from the ‘golden age’ of variety to the modernity
of television. He has performed in nearly every town and city in Britain,
as well as the most prestigious stages and venues worldwide. Besides
magic, for many years he even adjudicated The World Memory
Championships! He is regarded as one of the world’s leading mentalists
- and is also a skilled pick-pocket, an authority on gambling,
psychology, memory, hypnosis and the paranormal.
From an early age David was introduced to international affairs, being
brought up and educated in six different countries - indeed his close
family tree includes eleven nationalities! After moving to England in
1938 he joined the Royal Air Force, training to be a spitfire pilot, only to
have the RAF discover that he was underage! He was signed up by the
United States Army in 1945 and due to his linguistic abilities was
stationed in Germany. On one occasion he even attended the infamous
Nuremberg War Trials.
After returning to the UK, David studied at the Bradford Technical
College. Whilst looking for some costumes for a charity event, he found
himself in a magic shop which was managed by the renowned British
magic dealer, Ken Brooke. David was invited to attend a meeting of the
local magical society...and that’s how it all began!
After studying psychology in London, David travelled to South Africa
and set up a Psychotherapeutic practice in Cape Town. Returning to
England, he finally went into show business and started at the famous
Windmill Theatre in 1953. He first established himself on the British
magical scene during the 1950s when he created a sensation with his
cigarette manipulations and sleeving techniques.
The methods that he used were often highly innovative, fooling both
laymen and magicians. Unusually, David appeared regularly on BBC
sound-radio. In 1955 David had his first television series ‘Meet David
Berglas’. Numerous other series followed, not only in Britain but also in
Germany, Holland, Scandinavia and America.
When David appeared on the television series, ‘The Best of Magic’, his
performance of the table levitation created a stir amongst magicians.
He performed this again in front of over 900 magicians at last year’s
Magic Circle Centenary Celebrations. David Copperfield, arguably the
most successful magician alive, sought David Berglas’ consent and
advice to include the table levitation in his touring show and television
specials.
During his magical career he has recreated the legendary Indian Rope
Trick, made an ocean liner tilt dangerously in still waters and performed
numerous blindfold presentations - including landing a plane, driving a
car and even going down the treacherous Cresta Run in Switzerland.

Profiled by Sam Clarke
He has been a consultant on many films, including Batman and
several James Bond movies. His television series ‘The Mind Of
David Berglas’ featured interviews with many celebrities such as
Omar Sharif and Christopher Lee. He has worked with many
famous personalities including Orson Welles, Peter Sellers and
even the Rolling Stones. In 1956 David got married in London, the
‘best man’ being his dog Tricky who carried the wedding ring on a
ribbon around his neck. To obtain the ring during the ceremony
David made it penetrate the ribbon - a true touch of class! David
has three children, Peter, Marvin and Irena. Marvin Berglas is the
creator of ‘Marvin’s Magic’, which he started in 1987. It is now
the largest supplier of magic worldwide.
In November 2002 David’s eagerly awaited book by David Britland,
‘The Mind & Magic of David Berglas’, created a sensation amongst
magicians - one need only search the internet magic forum
archives for a few minutes to understand why the 1000 limited
edition sold out in just three weeks! His astounding performances
of the controversial effect ‘Any Card At Any Number’ have led to
magicians renaming it ‘The Berglas Effect’.
David has been President of The Magic Circle (1989-98), President
of the British Ring, IBM (1976/77) and is Vice President of the
British Magical Society. The concept of a permanent headquarters
for The Magic Circle was originally suggested by their first
President, David Devant. However, it was David Berglas who
proposed the imaginative idea of creating a “Centre for the Magic
Arts”.
The Magic Circle awarded David the coveted ‘Maskelyne Award’
for outstanding contributions to British magic and The Gold Medal
which had only been awarded six times since 1905. He has won
numerous other awards including Holland’s ‘Television Personality
of the Year’ and the Swedish Magic Circle’s rare award, ‘The Gold
Plaque’ for outstanding contributions to International magic. Last
year, he received the highest award from The Academy of Magical
Arts, Hollywood - the ‘Master’s Fellowship’.
Most importantly however, he was the first President of the Young
Magicians Club!
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A very effective colour
changing deck for
platform magic

red or blue?
by Ian Adair
A deck of cards, displaying blue backs, is removed from its case,
fanned and placed back inside. The performer then shows that
the case also displays a similar blue-backed design on its back.
He places his hand over this and the display card suddenly
changes colour to that of a red-backed design. Upon opening
the case the backs of the deck are now seen to be red.

❚ apparatus
Two decks, each with a different coloured back
design. From both, remove twenty-six cards
placing these cards face to face so that one
half of the deck can be fanned displaying red
backs while the reverse side shows blue.
A specially prepared card case. The display card
on the back panel can be made to change
from blue to red by passing a hand over it. In
fact, this consists of a flap card made from two
cards, one blue back and one red. Both cards
are scored and then folded in central positions
and stuck together with glue. The remaining
parts are glued onto the back panel of the
case. When this flap is operated, one side
displays the blue design while the other shows
red. One simple hand movement over the
display card allows it to become red or blue
when required.

BLUE

RED

STUCK TO BACK
PANEL OF CASE

❚ working &
presentation
The deck, set in the above mentioned manner, is inside its case.
The display card on the back panel of the case should be set to
show a blue design.

the hinged card. In placing the right hand over the display card,
it is pivoted downward bringing the red design into view.

Remove the deck from its case. Fan the deck to the point where
the cards become reversed, making the most of displaying half
the pack as one at this particular point. The audience clearly sees
that the backs are blue at this stage.

The deck is carefully removed from its case so that the redbacked cards are shown, these being fanned in a similar manner
as before, stopping at the halfway mark where the reversed
cards take over. The sudden colour change of the back designs
comes as a surprise to the audience, especially after the card on
the back panel of the case has also changed.

Replace the deck inside the case and draw attention towards the
display card on its back. The fingers of the left hand assure that
the upper portion of the flap is held firmly against the surface of

Like most platform tricks this specially made deck must never be
left for spectators to examine. The performer should casually
dispose of it quickly and rapidly, without causing comment.
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THE YOUNG MAGICIANS CLUB
Proudly presents

J-DAY 2006
To celebrate its 10th Anniversary

Stars of Past and Present
On SUNDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2006
10.00 hrs - 20.00 hrs

If you only go to one junior
event in the year
Make it J-Day!

Enjoy:
The 2006 finals of the
Mark Leveridge Close Up
Competition

The 2006 finals of the
YMC Stage Competition
Including a new award
The Kaymar Komedy Cup
An Exclusive Audience
with
David Berglas

An Exclusive Audience
with
Alistair Cook

(first president of YMC)

(current star of TV magic)

Full gala show including:
The Russian Roulette act of
RICHARD PINNER

The Illusions of
ALEX LODGE

The award-winning Comedy act
of DAVE ALLEN

The incredible mind magic
of MARC PAUL

Tickets: Members of YMC £12.00, Non-members (10 yrs - under 18) £15.00,
Adult tickets (may be available from 7th October) £25.00
All available with cheque and s.a.e. enclosed from
YMC J-Day, 12 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD
volume 11, number 4 • 11
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Well - J-day is looming and I know that, besides
those members of YMC who are ready to buy
their tickets for the day, there those of you out
there who are thinking of entering the
auditions, on Saturday 16th September, to find
the six finalists for each of the J-Day
competitions. Some of you have been
rehearsing for months, if not years, whilst others
have just discovered they’d rather like to take
part.
I’m often asked for help and answers to
questions along the way. The rules are published
here - but what are the common mistakes that
entrants have made over the years?
YOU MUST MAKE EYE CONTACT
The biggest error, one that stands out when I
watch the videos and dvds of the past five years
of competitons, is - LACK OF EYE CONTACT.

So many people don’t ever acknowledge the
audience is out there watching them! They
might glance at them as they come on stage and grin at them in relief at the end of the act but these competitors spend most of their time
watching their own hands, they are too busy to
look at the people!

Paul Dabek

You must rehearse your act so well that you
rarely need to look at your hands. You can
glance at them but your looks are reserved
exclusively for those sitting in the seats in front
of you - and don’t forget that some people are
in the balcony too. More often than not you
won’t see anyone because of the lights in your
eyes but you know they are there so look out as
if you can see them; imagine your best friends
or family sitting in various places, front back,
sides, and look at them...
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... AND SMILE

Jon Shotto
n

We are all guilty of this, me included. You must smile, you might feel like an idiot
but any gesture from a stage needs to be huge in order to seem normal from a
distance. So smile like mad - but in a friendly way, not as if you are trying to get
one over on people as they won’t like you and that doesn’t help to win
competitions!
HANDLING OF YOUR PROPS
Careful routining and thought will make sure that props are used smoothly and
disposed of afterwards. Know where everything is and exactly what you will do
with it when you no longer need it.
Only practice will enable the handling to be confident so that an audience can
appreciate it by not noticing it. People will only notice when you fumble or
handle props badly, not when you do it well - but they’ll know they are enjoying
your act.
Don’t allow yourself to have to search pockets or open a cluttered bag for props
but be so organised that items come smoothly to hand. Rehearse the actual
handling of any prop so that it can be displayed and used cleanly without more
movements than would be natural and necessary. Make sure you aren’t fumbling
your moves and get-readys - anything out of the ordinary will be magnified on
stage.
KNOW YOUR ACT/PATTER WELL
The judges would like to see that you have prepared your performance with
some thought of putting together an entertaining sequence of tricks. A flowing
routine should be the aim, using items well within your capabilities. Show that
you are confident with everyting as this confidence will come across to the
audience. If, during rehearsals, you are not happy with an item or a move, then
change it!
It is interesting, when watching the recordings of the last few years, to note that
the award-winning performers have been those who have used mostly the same
tricks each year but improved each time until they have mastered both the effects
and the presentation. Those that haven’t done quite so well have changed their
act time and time again.
PRESENTATION
Be natural, be yourself. Try not to give the impression that you are delivering a
carefully written script as this will sound false. However, make sure you know
exactly what you are going to say and when. Make sure that your lines are
delivered to the audience so that you can be heard by all - don’t talk to your feet!
MAGICAL CONTENT
It is advisable to include moves which can be performed with confidence and
certainty as some allowance must be made for nerves which play a part in any
performance. Start with something simple, that you know backwards as well as
forwards. A flowing presentation, showing that practice has let the performer
present skills well within his ability, is far better than advanced sleight of hand
badly done.
Above all - enjoy yourself! Have a go, learn from your mistakes as well as those
of others. Each year you’ll improve and who knows - before very long you could
be a J-Day winner too!
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a very good mindreading trick presented
by Ian Rowland

albertest
This is a trick which Ian Rowland taught at the June workshop.
It is too good for you to miss so he is sharing it right here with
all members of the YMC.

❚ effect
The magician predicts a word chosen at random from a
newspaper by a member of the audience.
Ian performed the trick using two newspapers, but there are
many other ways to do it. You could use books or sports
magazines or recipe books or... anything you want!

❚ apparatus
You will need about six blank cards. You can use any kind of
blank cards, but they have to be opaque - when you write on
one side, the writing mustn’t show through on the other side.
Two identical newspapers or two books or two magazines or
two of whatever printed matter you choose to use.
A pen.
You need to know the name of the person you are going to do
the trick for. For this example we’ll use the name ‘John’.

by T A Waters
something. Turn this top
card over. Pretend that
you have written
something on it, and that
you don’t want people to
see what you wrote. (In
reality, it is still blank.)
On the other side, write
your name. You can show
this to the audience. Say,
“It’s my prediction, so I’ve
written my name on it. I’ll
put it away for later.”
T A Waters
Pretend to put this
prediction inside the
folded newspaper. In fact, you keep the card on the stack, but
you secretly turn it over. Practise so that you can do this
smoothly with one hand, while you pretend to put the card in
the newspaper.
Let the spectator choose a word, and write it on the top card.
You can show this to the audience. Ask the spectator for his or
her name. You now pretend to turn the top card over. In fact
you turn the top two cards over as one (this needs practice!).
You then pretend to write the spectator’s name on the top card.
In fact, you write the word he or she selected. Do not let the
audience see what you are writing.
Say you will put this card with the first one. Pretend to put it
inside the newspaper. Under cover of the newspaper, you
secretly turn the top card over, and then leave both of the top
two cards inside the newspaper.

❚ working &
presentation
Write the name of the person on one of the cards. Put this card
second from the top. This is the secret preparation before you
start the trick. Now you are ready to do the trick.
Show the two newspapers and pretend to choose someone at
random to take part in the trick. What you really do is pick the
person whose name you have already (secretly) written on one
of the cards.
Say you will make a prediction. Pick up your stack of cards.
(Remember, you are pretending that they are all just blank
cards.) Hold the cards towards you, so that no-one can see what
you write. Pretend to write something on the top card. In fact,
you do not write anything. You can scratch your nail on the card
as you pretend to write. This makes it sound like you are writing

That’s all! You can now show
that there are two cards
inside the newspaper. The
first has the spectator’s name
on one side and the chosen
word on the other. The
second card has your name,
and your prediction, and it is
correct!
This trick is called ‘Albertest’.
It is from a very good book
by T. A. Waters called ‘Mind,
Myth and Magick’. If you are
very interested in mentalism
then one day you might like
to read this book because it
contains lots of good tricks.
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Natalie Cró
What do you like the most about ‘Secrets’? I’m really enjoying
the recent amount of inspirational articles about presentation
and how to improve your act. Also like Mandy’s Magic Words
and the pages of reviews and goings on in the magic world!
Favourite magic video? Jeff McBride’s The Art of Card
Manipulation (Only have no.1 at the moment!)
Strongest non-magical performing influence? Mostly
comedians and TV presenters e.g.: Lee Evans, Richard
McCourt, Dominic Wood and Matt Edmondson (as a
presenter).

Photo by Mandy Davis

Strongest magical influence? Dominic Wood (I know, surprise,
surprise!)
Favourite store? I like Davenports but my pocket doesn’t!
Magictricks.co.uk and you just have to love Ebay!
Favourite magic on TV? Derren Brown’s shows and any
documentary about the history of magic. E.g.: the series that
was on the BBC a while back and “Secret World of Magic”
that was on Sky One a very long time ago.
Age? 17

Joined the Young Magicians Club? 31st March 2004.

Which magician would you most like to be and why? Perhaps
David Copperfield... just so that I could experience flight
without the downside of crashing into the ground at 100mph
dangling from a parachute as with skydiving...!

Hobbies? TV production (filming, presenting, editing etc), listening
to music, playing guitar (well, trying to!) and website building.

Three people - living or dead, magical or not - you would like
to meet? David Devant, Patti Sinclair and Paul O’Grady.

Favourite magic book? I don’t have a particularly favourite book
but “Showmanship and Presentation” by Edward Maurice is an
excellent little book.

Some people you would like to thank in magic? Dom Wood
for inspiring me to take up magic, everyone on the YMC
team (past and present!) for creating such an amazing place
to learn magic, the late Patti Sinclair for all her help in the
past and last, but not least, Mandy Davis for always helping
and encouraging me!

Current Home? Camden, North West London.

Favourite non-magic book? The only ever book I couldn’t bring
myself to put down, “Hit and Run” by “Point Horror” read when
I was about 11.
Favourite film? Too many to narrow it down! Some are: Final
Destination 1, Trainspotting, Kungfu Hustle, Scary Movie(s),
Nightmare Before Christmas, Dear Wendy and A Way of Life.
Favourite album?. At the moment it has to be either Green Day’s
American Idiot album or Bloc Party’s Silent Alarm album.
Favourite magicians? Dominic Wood, Jay Sankey, Derren Brown.
Also I quite like Alistair Cook and Pete Firman...
What type of magic do you enjoy the most? Pretty much comedy
magic or amazingly visual and unbelievable sort of magic - tricks
that make your jaw drop to the ground!

Tips for anyone getting into magic? Start off with some basic
tricks, make them yours; use your own personal patter. Then
(it’s a massive cliché, I know) but practise, practise and
practise some more. Then move onto more difficult tricks and
do the same thing. Always look at your audience and interact
with them. As annoying as it may sometimes be for the
people being asked, always ask questions. If you don’t
understand how a trick or move works - Ask someone at
YMC! Everyone’s keen to help, team members or just
members like you and me. That way it’ll be totally personal!
Don’t just stick to DVDs and tricks you buy off the Internet;
look out for old books for sale in the Magic Circle library or
anywhere in fact! Some of them may look tatty, but the info
inside is priceless a lot of the time.
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by Siobhan Jordan
In the afternoon Danny
and Annette displayed
their Houdini poster and
handcuff collection, then
told us some of the history
behind them. They talked
about the amazing life of
Houdini with escapology
film clips and
demonstrations. it was an
excellent, enjoyable lecture
which we learnt a lot
from.

The Northern Magic Circle
Junior Day took place on 8th
July. After a few words of
welcome from Cynthia
Neptune, the Northern
Magic Circle President, Mr
Ian Crosswaite then declared
the Junior day officially open.
It started with two dealer
demonstrations:
Alban Unsworth of Kaymar
Magic was first up with
Corradins Box, as reviewed
in a recent issue of ‘Secrets’,
a book test from the Karl
Fulves book series and an
interesting card prediction by
Maurice Fogel. He then
finished with the range of
“Learn Magic with Kaymar”
series now available on DVD.
Next up was Cliff Lount of Bradford Magic Studio. He
showed us the Switch Deck which really did turn into a
SWITCH Deck, Name That Rabbit, Xray Xtra, a number
prediction and Strikingly Alike - another excellent card trick.
After a trip round the dealers it was time for the close up
competition. The competitors were Grant Constable, Luke
Swithenbank, Michael Jordan and Steven Bridges. It was a
very high standard competition and the judges had a testing
time in deciding a winner.
Danny Hunt of magic act Amethist lectured and began with
stage skills, presentation and the art of receiving the
audience and applause cues. He then went on to
demonstrate some of his favourite tricks Unequal Ropes, Six
Card Repeat, Thumb Ties and Dr Daley’s Last Trick.

Mister Twister aka Darren
Bonas, fresh from
entertaining seventy five
under-fives earlier that
afternoon, gave us an
insight into how he got
into balloon modelling
and Les Douglas
performed and taught a
memory effect with cards
on a grid.
After tea was a quiz and then the stage competition featuring
Steven Bridges, Philip Nelson, Grant Constable and High Jinx
(Michael and myself). All performers performed a range of
stage tricks and each gave a really good performance.
The gala show included Amethyst (Danny and Annette) as
well as Mr Twister. Amethyst close the show with some
amazing escapology performances.
The competition winners were: for close up, Michael Jordan
with Steven Bridges as runner-up; and for stage High Jinx with
Philip Nelson coming second.
Everyone had a great day - Be There Next Year!
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The Magician's Force!

Just a
Clown?
Or the
Whole
Circus?

International Magic
Established by Ron MacMillan 50 years ago – still a family business!

89 Clerkenwell Road
London
EC1R 5BX

CLEARANCE SALE – ALL L&L VIDEOS ONLY £7.50 EACH (+ postage)
We have over 100 superb titles in stock by the
following great performers...
Michael Ammar, Jim Zachary, Bruce Cervon, Harry Allen,
Vallarino, Geoffery Buckingham, Daryl, Eddie Tullock,
Parvel, Martin Nash, Henry Evans, Ian Adair, Dai Vernon,
Johnny Thompson, Michael Rubinstein, Ken Krenzel,
Karrell Fox, David Regal, Harry Lorayne, Michael Close,
Mark Wilson, Paul Diamond, Dan Harlan, Jeff Sheridan,
Simon Lovell and many others...
Major credit cards accepted
Opening hours: 11.30 - 18.00 (Mon - Fri) and 11.30 - 16.00 (Sat)

www.InternationalMagic.com
T: +44 (0) 20 7405 7324 / F: +44 (0) 20 7831 2927
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things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense!)

The Self Tying Shoelace
by Jay Noblezada
❚ reviewed by YMC member Danny White
This is a simple gimmick that produces an unforgettable and
outstanding effect with the minimum amount of effort and
can be reset in seconds.
All that I found I needed to do to achieve this mindblowing effect is a one-time set up and a bit of practice
and then I could perform it again and again with
maximum impact. All my friends were amazed by it and
said that they couldn’t believe their eyes and that it
could not be done. They kept on asking me to repeat
it again and again - and they kept on trying to work out
how I was doing it but they didn’t manage it.

★
Basic skills
from Alakaza
m Magic,
www.alakaza
m.co.uk
£15.99 plus
£1.50 p & p

Value for mo
ney?

9/10

9/10

Amaze your
friends?

Worth the p
ractice?

9/10

I would thoroughly recommend this trick to all fellow magicians who want to amaze
and astound their audiences with such an easy to perform effect. Definitely minimum
effort, maximum impact.

Strange Travellers

★★
Intermediate skills

❚ reviewed by Magic Circular Editor Matthew Field
m Magic,
from Alakaza
m.co.uk
www.alakaza
£1.50 p & p
£15.99 plus

ney?
Value for mo

9/10

8/10

friends?
Amaze your

My nomination for strange trio of the
year are the listed creators of this trick:
Henry Hardeen, David Blaine and Paul
Harris. The trick is Cards Across and
David Blaine apparently performs it
all the time; in fact, he says it
helped him close the deal on his
first network TV Special in the
United States.

Paul Harris is no slouch when it comes to Cards Across. His Las Vegas
Leaper is one of the most performed versions of that effect. What makes this version
rice?
different is the fact that a thought-of selection travels across. Two rows of ten cards are laid
Worth the p
on the table. The magician gives one row to the spectator to place in a safe place, asking
that a mental selection is also made by gazing at the other ten. The cards are gathered, the
magic word intoned and the cards immediately counted to show only nine. The spectator confirms that
the selected card is no longer there. Removing the cards tucked away, the spectator finds eleven and, sure enough, the mental selection
is among them.

9/10

Yes, this has elements of Hardeen’s Princess Card Trick about it but the Paul Harris-designed gaff, which makes the card vanish, is wonderful
and the handling is first rate. The booklet is well produced with 58 illustrations. A first rate effect, easy to perform, and very impressive.
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Time is Money
Jerry O’Connell
★★★
Asi Wind
expert skills

❚ reviewed by Magic Circular Editor Matthew Field
Asi Wind is an energetic
US performer, originally
m Magic,
from Israel, who I’ve
from Alakaza
m.co.uk
seen perform at
www.alakaza
£2.00 p & p
Monday Night Magic in
£27.99 plus
New York. Asi
impressed many people
?
y
e
n
Value for mo
at the last MAGIC Live
convention with a
iends?
fr
r
u
o
y
routine involving the
e
z
a
Am
vanish of a spectator’s
signed bank note and
?
e
c
its reappearance
ti
c
ra
p
Worth the
under his own
watch, ending with
a watch steal. As
with a trick like the Sponge Balls, magic that happens in the
spectators own hands is always impressive.

For the

6/10

finest

9/10

7/10

wallets

Of course, the vanish of the note is a bit more complicated than the
short description above. The note is folded with one of your own, so
both bills are seen, and when they are snapped open the signed bill
is gone and under his watch. Still, although there’s nothing
groundbreaking regarding method here, Asi has routined the effect
for great impact.

in the

Shot clearly with one camera in someone’s sitting room, there are
plenty of close up shots and multiple angles and Asi explains
everything, except the watch steal, slowly and painstakingly. Angelo
Carbone is on hand to assist Asi and play the part of the spectator
during the explanations. Four additional endings are provided to
cover what to do if the spectator is not wearing a watch and
variations, such as a
bill transformation,
which require a bit
more preperformance
preparation.
Although it is just
one trick, and not
inexpensive, this
is an effective
close-up trick
that could leave
your audiences
remembering a
miracle.

finest
leathers
Check out our web site

www.leatherjerry.com
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Aspiring
towards
Magic
Oy! You There...
The Attitude of the Young Performer
By Owen Daniel
Being a young magician has its advantages and disadvantages.
This is the same for magicians of all ages: what we must learn
is how to play-up the advantages and demolish the
disadvantages.
One of the hardest problems we must overcome is the
perception of many older people that young performers are
impolite and rude. It is often noted that people do not like to
be fooled...and they certainly do not want to be fooled by a
ten or eleven year-old! An audience may judge you as arrogant
and ‘smart’, if you ‘show them up’ with magic, and so it is
important that we do not set about to belittle them with
aggressive or diminutive behaviour.
Here are some points which will hopefully reduce such cases of
offence:
1. Do not perform magic that embarrasses the spectator. No
magic (regardless of the age and authority of the performer)
should be offensive. It is acceptable to baffle and impress a
spectator. This is different to making them look like a fool.

work (albeit enjoyable work); you should see magic as an extra
study, something to be taken seriously; your approach to
practice should be structured. By fiddling with cards at whim
we learn a few interesting tricks but cannot expect apparent
miracles. If you want to be a good performer, and to truly
surprise your audiences (which I hope is our collective superobjective), you must be regimented and professional in the way
you conduct yourself towards the skill. In rehearsal: set out
special practice times, concentrate on a particular move or
effect, analyse what is effective and what is not. When
performing be polite, likeable, and interesting; but, most
importantly, the rule that must not be broken is that you do not
offend any audience member. As Henry Lewis said to me, “If
one person leaves your show upset or offended by your
performance, you have failed at your duty as an entertainer.”

Don’t forget to put this on your list of ‘must-sees’ if you are
visiting the Edinburgh Fringe this year. Knowing Owen’s
attention to
detail, you won’t
be disappointed!

2. Be polite. Experienced performers will often tell you that if
you are interesting and interested, an audience will like you.
This can be carried further: if you are polite and charming you
are halfway to surprising your audience.
3. Pick material that suits your age and maturity. An important
aspect of magic is conviction: belief in what the magician is
doing. Although fiction also plays a role in magic, if
‘fabulating’ i.e. telling untrue personal stories about your
experiences, do not attempt to present it as real. This comes
across as blunt lying. For instance: nobody will accept that a
fourteen year-old has spent the last three years training in
France as a psychologist - and has come back to become a
professional thought-reader! This could however be used as
fiction, as a joke or part of storytelling patter. Stick to what is
feasible and believable.
Our attitude is not only important when we are in front of an
audience however: we must also adopt the correct attitude in
rehearsal and practice. Learning tricks should be like doing
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magicbox
MASSIVE DVD SALE
MANY TITLES ONLY £14.99
GREEN BICYCLES NOW ONLY £1.50
FREE CATALOGUE
PRESENTING THE LATEST
AND BEST EFFECTS
TEL:01912325335
www.magicbox.uk.com

JESTERS MAGIC
(James Smith)

r
e
f
f
O
l
Specia

Great
Bill Goldman Value

5 effects pack
only £15 inc p&p

78 High Street,
Lincoln, LN5 8AA

ALBION MAGIC

01522 525353

8 Florence Grove, Stone Cross,
West Bromwich, B71 3LL 0121 532 4509
Contact: Alex Powell 07831115448
wwww.albionmagiccompany.co.uk

Martin Sanderson
29 Pegwell Avenue, RAMSGATE, Kent, CT11 0NL
Tel/Fax: 01843 850036 Email: magic_zane@btinternet.com

www.zanesmagicshop.com
Welcome to Zane’s Magic Shop. We sell lots of great magic tricks and DVDs
from all over the world at very reasonable prices.
Plus recently we have added at least 50 new items, all in stock now!
So check out the web-site to find out all about us. You can pay by Credit or
debit card using Paypal, instructions are on the web-site.
Or simply write out a cheque and send it to the above address.
For a FREE catalogue please enclose a 35p stamp with your name and address.

“As a professional magician myself, I only sell good
practical magic that entertains an audience”
For a friendly and helpful service
Please contact Zane’s Magic Shop!

Close-up DVDs
4U
Visit our website

www.sanderson-magic.com
or telephone 0845 900 1317
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LAST ISSUE
Puzzle Time Answers

LAST ISSUE - Puzzle Time Answers
This clue to this one was the word
‘Quickly’.
Use the initial letter of each of the
values of the cards you can see.
This gives you: F-ST-ST so it is then
easy to work out that the full
word is FASTEST and the missing
values are Ace and Eight.
Did you get it right?
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7

TURQUOISE
SCARLET
GREY
YELLOW
BROWN
WHITE
PURPLE
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Wayne Dobson
dtrik@waynedobson.co.uk
www.waynedobson.co.uk
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