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I can’t believe that this is already the sixth
issue of Secrets I have edited - and that
means a year has passed since we lost the
wonderful Peter McCahon. And now the
year closes with Roy Marsh stepping down
as Chairman so the Young Magicians Club
has reached a corner - what lies around
it? None of us knows - but I can assure
you that when there’s magic involved, it
will still be fun!
Christmas season means lots of work for
professional magicians and I guess that
many of you have bookings too - from
school end of term shows to local
community events. Whatever your
preferences when it comes to magic just
make sure that you are entertaining above
everything else. Keep it simple so you can
concentrate on your confidence and your
handling of your audience and you will
find that people will think you are
fantastic! Remember, too, that what
seems a simple trick with an easy solution to you is a minor miracle to those who don’t
know the secrets or who have never seen live magic before.
Natalie Cró spent a great day at CBBC with ex-YMC member and now presenter Matt
Edmondson. You can read all about it on pages 7 and 8 and in the February issue there
will be a full interview with Matt who reveals the secret to getting work on TV.
Enough from me - on behalf of the YMC team I want to wish you all a very magical
holiday season and an inspiring 2006 - see you next year!

J-DAY DVD!
A superb dvd of the 2005
J-Day is now available.
Please send a cheque for
£15.00 to Mandy Davis at
the usual address on pages
three or five.
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Workshop
Calendar 2006
There won’t be a workshop card in
your pack this time - we have decided
that, as our web site is an active one,
the dates will be published there - and
also here in the magazine.

Ducktastic
Ducktastic is a new play. Do not go and see
this if you are very serious because it is a
micky-take of magic. However it is hilarious!
Hamish McColl is a manic illusionist who
picks a ‘random’ spectator. This ‘random’
spectator just happens to be Sean Foley who
is Hamish’s partner in crime. After Sean is on
stage there is no way of getting him off,
he’s there to stay and he does! Sean turns
into a better illusionist than Hamish and
takes over his show. In the end up Sean
thinks he is really magic but the real magic
is Daphne (the duck) who is by Sean’s side
throughout, she even gives him advice on
what to do. The play contains many
illusions from a female usher being cut in
half to the usher’s mum disappearing and
reappearing in the strangest places. The person who
designed all these illusions was Simon Drake and Kenneth Branagh was director. What !
loved about this show was that even though it poked fun at magic, it had some great
effects in it and some very surprising moments that even caught me on the hop.
Sadly this play ended its London run towards the end of November - but if it appears at a
theatre near you, don’t miss it!
Louis Coakley

Members’ Farewell
At J-Day the Young Magicians Club presented chairman Roy
Marsh with an engraved tankard. However the members, who
regularly attend the workshops, also wanted to do something
for Roy. Some hasty emails were sent out and these brought
together the basis of a Memory Book. Spearheaded by Belinda
Stewart, members were invited to send in their memories of
Roy or their good wishes for his future outside of the YMC.
Photos were sent in too and Belinda put together a super
book with Roy’s name embossed on the front. A card signed
by all at the November workshop was also prepared and both
were presented to Roy at the end of that day. One member,
Charles Wynn-Davies, was unable to be at the workshop and
sent in a farewell card with a special home-made trick for Roy
to perform.
Roy was quite overcome by the presentation - you can read
his final words to you all on page 6. We are very sorry to lose
Roy as he has been a brilliant chairman during the past five
years. We wish him every success with his career and hope he
will take time out to visit us at the workshops once in a while.
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Here are the 2006 dates for you to put
in your diaries:

January 14
February 11
March 11
April 22
May 20
June 17
July 22
September 16
October 22 - SUNDAY - J-Day
November 25
In order to keep giving you the very
best, the price for each workshop will
be £5 from January.
As always workshops will run from
11 am - 4 pm and will be held at The
Magic Circle HQ (address on pages
three and five). Please be sure to bring
a packed lunch (drinks and crisps will
be provided free), a deck of cards,
notebook and pen as minimum
requirements for the day.
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Calling all
Mentalists

YMC Web
Site
Check out the J-Day photos, get the
news as it happens and chat with
other members of The YMC at
www.theyoungmagiciansclub.com there’s a members’ area just for you!

Competition Results
The Jeff McBride Competition winners are EDWARD HILSUM and PATRICK COLLINS for
the Manipulation without Tears DVDs. Runners up are JORGE WELSH and SAM CLARKE
who each receive a deck of Jeff’s manipulation cards - signed by Jeff himself.
Congratulations to you all. The prizes are on their way!

Our newest YMC Team member, Ian Rowland
has just released the fourth edition of his
book Full Facts Book of Cold Reading which is
endorsed by Derren Brown who used it as
source material during his first TV series. The
book is available at £28.00 plus postage from
Ian’s extensive website www.ianrowland.com

Magic Camp Safari, Canada
It was a difficult decision but in the end the winner of the registration for the 2006
magic camp goes to - JOSHUA MILLER. Well done Josh, everyone will look forward to
reading your account of the camp in a future issue of ‘Secrets’.

Answers for Ali Bongo 42 Hidden Words Puzzle
Cup
Dog
Pen
Owl
Net

Hat
Tie
Fan
Rod
Gun

Ball
Flag
Cube
Tube
Cage

Dice
Doll
Cane
Duck
Dial

Coin
Wand
Lion
Lock
Rope

Chest
Chick
Glove
Doves
Cards

Horse
Glass
Watch
Rings
Ribbon

Rabbit Handkerchief
Candle
Bottle
Flower
Balloon

❚ Write Now!
Write to ‘Secrets’ with your tricks,
questions, comments, suggestions,
responses and ideas. Although we cannot

The Mystery Magician from the last issue was of course David Copperfield, but
who do you think it is this month?

respond personally your letter may
appear here or in the ‘Inner Secrets’
newsletter. All articles will automatically
be entered for the annual ‘Blanchard
Literary Award’ which is presented for the
best contribution by a YMC member.
Write to the Editor:
Mandy Davis,
The Young Magicians Club,
The Centre for the Magic Arts,
12 Stephenson Way,
London, NW1 2HD,
or email us at
editor@theyoungmagiciansclub.com

Howard
HowardFaye
Faye
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by Roy Marsh
I suppose I’d better start by
explaining the headline. It is
inspired by two quotations.
Firstly, “It is very grand to
‘die in harness’ but it is very
pleasant to have the tight
straps unbuckled and the
heavy collar lifted from the
neck and shoulders” - Oliver
Wendell Holmes Sr. “Over
the Teacups” (1891).
Secondly “Dismiss the old
horse in good time, lest he
fail in the lists and the
spectators laugh” - Horace
“Epistles” (8BC). They both
express the reason I have decided to retire as Chairman of YMC.
I first joined the YMC Team as Secretary approximately six years
ago. I remained until founding chairman, Richard Stupple,
announced that he was stepping down as Treasurer and passed
over all the accounts to me. Ian Thomson took over as Chairman
until, in 2001, he announced that due to work commitments he
would be standing down. Much to my surprise I was approached
and asked if I would like the job. It was not an easy decision nor
one that I took lightly. However I accepted and have never had
one moment of regret.
During my time with the YMC I have seen the membership rise
from 180 to over 770 at its peak. It is now around 500 with most
members in the UK but some around the world. I have seen the
magazine go from a humble black and white publication to the
splendid glossy colour work it is today; firstly under the direction
of the late Peter McCahon and currently under the fine editorship
of Mandy Davis. Other benefits to the YMC I have been pleased
to encourage include the new look interactive website with its
own members’ area and Forum; thanks are due to Gordon
Drayson for all his hard work on that. The increase in membership
has meant a number of things became possible that were not
practical before. The most significant of these is the workshops at
The Magic Circle headquarters. Roughly one a month, they are
regularly attended by 70-80 members - many of whom travel long
distances to be there. The quality of those workshops and their
organisation is due entirely to the energy and enthusiasm of
Mandy Davis.
The down side of our popularity is that it creates more
administrative work for our hard working secretary Rob Page. My

sincere thanks go to him for executing his duties with the
minimum of assistance from me. Completing the team are James
Fortune as treasurer, Kevin Doig our education officer and the
most recent recruit, Ian Rowland. By agreeing to take the
treasurer’s job James has been a great help to me. Kevin is a full
time teacher and has been putting together a structured
programme of magic in the hope that it may be acceptable to
schools as part of your school course work. He has now
completed his research and next year should see the launch of
that programme. Thanks Kevin, I look forward to seeing your
ideas coming to fruition. Ian has only been with us a short while
but I am sure his knowledge and expertise will quickly have an
impact in the future development of the YMC.
I am very proud to have been given the opportunity to give
something back to the world of magic and in particular the future
of magic. Magic came to my rescue when. at the age of 42. I
found myself out of work and “too old” to get an interview, let
alone a job. So I was delighted to be given
the opportunity to
have a small hand
in helping young
magicians
develop their
skills to their full
potential. The

best bits have been seeing
the raw, sometimes shy, new
members blossom into
competent performers,
many of them going on to
appear on television or join
The Magic Circle. I have
especially enjoyed organising
the J-Days since 2002. I
hope that the four that I
have produced have been all
that you would have
wanted. Other enjoyable
moments have been the
simple things like seeing
everyone at a workshop
having a good time and
helping each other with
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their magic or the recent Centenary Autograph Party. The only low
I can think of was the passing of Pete McCahon earlier this year.
He had so much more to give, not only to the YMC but to the
world of magic in general. His best days were yet to come
although he had already created a well deserved reputation for
original comedy magic. He is sorely missed.

see the YMC holding USA style summer camps in the UK although with summers like ours maybe they should be held in a
Centre Parc somewhere! (As John Lenahan once said, “There’s
nothing wrong with this country a roof wouldn’t fix”). These are
just some of the things I would like to see happen over the next
few years.

What of the future? Well I leave the YMC in the capable hands of
the team and my successor (at the time of writing still to be
chosen). Next year, 2006, is the tenth birthday of the YMC and it
presents an excellent opportunity for the club to raise its public
profile yet again especially when, as I write, the latest Harry Potter
film has just had its UK premiere. I believe there are commercial
links to be explored that will increase the revenue of the YMC,
making it possible to extend its range of services to members.
Maybe a dealer or two could be persuaded to sponsor regional
workshops. It is a hope of mine that one day the YMC will be able
to hold regular workshops in the North, South, East and West of
the UK so that those who don’t travel to London can attend nearer
home. This would mean extending the YMC Team to include
regional representatives holding workshops under the direction of
whoever is the workshop organiser. This is possible and something
I would hope my successor would seriously consider. I would like to

I wish all of you, the members, all you wish yourselves. Your quiet
“thank yous” to me over the years have been reward enough for
all the time I have devoted to being your Chairman. If, in some
small way, I have helped any one of you either to better
understand your magic, or to enjoy it more, then I leave contented.
I have not done all I wanted to and I have not done some things I
should have done but I have always given of my best. In conclusion
I would like to leave you with my own personal quotation I coined
some years ago, “The true measure of my life’s worth will be in
how much I enhanced the lives of those around me”. You have all
given me many happy memories; I hope I have given each of you
something of value in return.
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Magical New Year to you all.
Roy Marsh MIMC
Chairman 2001-2005

By Natalie Cró
spotted her walking towards me with a man
called John who had come to show us to
the CBBC studio. I got my visitor’s badge
and off we went!

In the last issue we announced
that the winner of the Matt
Edmondson competition was
Natalie Cró. Here is her account of
her prize, a chance to spend the
best part of a day with Matt and
the crew at CBBC.
I was lucky enough to be chosen as the
winner of the Matt Edmondson competition
which started back in April. Not long after
being told I had won, Friday the 28th
October had been fixed as the date for my
visit to CBBC - with Mandy as my
chaperone!
I eagerly counted down the days until then
and finally the day had arrived. I woke up,
got myself ready, made sure I had everything
I needed in my bag and shot out the door at
2:20pm due to be at BBC Television Centre
for 3pm. I got to Kentish Town station and
luckily a train was still at the platform when I
got there, I jumped on - then realised it was
heading for the wrong branch! I quickly got
off at Euston, got on the right train and
headed to Tottenham Court Road. On my
arrival, it took me about five minutes of
running about the station trying to find the

Central line! I finally found it and headed to
White City. On my way I sat,
getting more and more anxious
as I watched my phone’s clock
coming up to and past three
o’clock. I thought “Oh no!
Mandy’s going to kill me!!” as,
ironically, she had texted me
earlier to tell me she was close
by and wouldn’t be late oops!
I finally got there at 3:15pm
and walked over to BBC only
to see literally coachloads of
OAPs going in! I walked
about outside aimlessly and
just decided to go in and
look for Mandy. As I looked around I finally
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We got to the CBBC studio and Matt was
doing a live link so we watched him from
the entrance part of the building, on a
television screen. He then came out from the
studio, said “Hello!!”, shook our hands and
gave us both a kiss on the cheek!
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When we were finished there, we all
headed back to the CBBC studio and were
invited to stay for the rest of the day. Matt
gave us scripts so that we could follow
what they were doing. It was such great
fun watching a day’s worth of links being
made at the CBBC studio! I learnt a lot
about live TV production and how great it
is to work there!

Matt took us through to the gallery where
the whole of CBBC is controlled. I got to
meet the people who work in the gallery
and learn which piece of equipment does
what. I got to see what all those lovely
buttons did and got to pull the cross fader
lever, which mixes one image into another.

day, the lovely, if not slightly mad, Anne
Foye.
We went in and I was completely in awe,
having watched CBBC for so long on TV, it
was just so surreal for me to actually be
there. It’s so much smaller than it looks on
the telly. Matt kindly gave Mandy and me
headphones and radio packs so we could
hear what was going on in the gallery at the
same time. We wandered outside into the
Blue Peter garden at one point and took
some pictures of me. We walked back in and
watched Matt and Anne rehearse some links
and also do some live ones and at 4:30pm
everyone was given a 30-minute break.
Matt took us up to the BBC cafeteria, as the
BBC canteen is apparently not so good.
Mandy kindly bought drinks for Matt and me
and we sat down to begin the interview.

Matt then showed us the make-up room
which is incredibly small! There were lots
of lovely pictures on the wardrobe of Matt
and the other presenters on nights out as
well as their presenter postcards. Inside
the wardrobe Matt showed us all the
peculiar outfits they use in the links
including hospital patients’ overalls,
doctors’ jackets and some other odd
things! Matt was then called back into the
studio for rehearsal. He asked us if we’d
like to watch from inside the studio and
we weren’t going to turn down an
opportunity like that now were we? On
our way we were introduced to the
person Matt was presenting with on the

During programmes, and when he wasn’t
rehearsing, Mandy and I got to have some
nice chats with Matt about all sorts of
things and got to talk to Anne as well.
Sadly the day came to an end after Matt
and Anne said goodbye to CBBC’s viewers
just before 7pm. We handed in our
headsets and radio packs and followed
Matt out of the studio. Anne kindly signed
some presenter postcards and our scripts
for us, said goodbye and went home.
Matt also signed our scripts and then got
his make-up removed. We said our
goodbyes in the BBC corridors with great
big hugs all around, and left the BBC
Television Centre.
I really, really, really enjoyed my day at
CBBC and learnt so much; I’d just like to
thank Matt for running the competition
and choosing my entry, putting up with all
my questions and for such a fantastic day!
And I’d like to thank Mandy for coming
along as my chaperone, helping me with
the interview questions and adding to
such a great day. Finally thanks to CBBC
for letting us hang around the studio and
for putting up with us taking pictures
when we weren’t supposed to be! It was
a brilliant experience that I’ll never forget!
The full interview with Matt will appear
in the February issue of ‘Secrets’.

Christmas Competition
Win a signed copy of the CBBC script used by Matt
during that day at the studio.
All you have to do is answer this simple question:
What is the full name of CBBC presenter Dom?
Please send your answers to the email or postal address
on page 5.
Closing Date December 31st.
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oming in
on istory

Robert Harbin
(1908-1978)

Edward ‘Ned’ Williams was born in South Africa in 1908 and first
became interested in the art of magic, at about the age of eleven,
from watching a magician perform at his school. After moving to
England he toured as “Ned Williams, the Boy Magician from South
Africa” and soon changed his name to Robert Harbin. There is little
information on his childhood as Ned Williams since he did not meet
many other magicians until he was about nineteen or twenty.
As a result of this exclusion from other magicians Harbin spent
much of his youth inventing new and original magic, often devising
many of the tricks that were in his show. As Harbin would say later
of his childhood, “I was a tremendous extrovert and, I think,
somewhat objectionable as a youth - a terrible show-off!”
In 1957 he appeared on NBC’s ‘The Festival of Magic’ programme,
the first television magic special in history, performing a straight
jacket escape. It was seen by over thirty-three million people in the
USA and Britain. He also became the first British illusionist to have
his own television show.

Profiled by Sam Clarke
A few months before his death, Harbin had undergone an
operation for cancer. While recuperating he fell ill again and, before
his death, he entrusted his magical and paper-folding collections to
people who he trusted to look after them such as our President
Alan Shaxon; his paper-folding books and their copyrights were
given to the British Origami Society. He died on the 12th January
1978 and was buried at Golders Green in London where his grave
is still situated.

As well as being a magician, Harbin also had an interest in the
Japanese art of paper-folding - origami. He became the first
President of the British Origami Society and wrote over twenty
books on the subject. One of these books, ‘Paper Magic’, was
illustrated by the young art student Rolf Harris who himself
contributed to the book. Subsequentially Rolf painted the Robert
Harbin portrait which is displayed in the Magic Circle Clubroom. In
the 1970s Harbin worked for Independent Television presenting a
series of origami programmes for children.
He also wrote many magic books and contributed to magic
magazines on a regular basis. One such magazine was
‘Abracadabra’ to which he contributed a piece called
‘Harbincadabra’ from 1947 to 1965. Harbin was never a good
writer and so many of his books - such as his early Origami books
and ‘How to Be a Wizard’ - had to be written for him by more
competent writers and re-illustrated with more detail.
Many of his tricks and illusions are still widely performed nowadays,
including ‘Assistant’s Revenge’ and the ‘Vanishing Radio’. However
his most famous illusion was undoubtedly the ‘Zig-Zag Girl’, where
an assistant is visually divided into three pieces and subsequently
restored. When Harbin performed it a spectator would come up on
stage and witness the illusion close-up, which included examining
all the apparatus and even feeling the assistant once she was split
into three! It was premiered in 1953 and has proven to be such a
versatile illusion that many have called it unsurpassable in sheer
magical genius and perfection.
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by Luke Swithenbank
(Member of the Young Magicians Club and Member of the Northern Magic Circle)

I live in York, a good 200 miles from Central London - such a shame
as I have longed to put names to faces of YMC members and even
faces to names at workshops down there and have vowed to do so
one day. One day is the key phrase here.
I emailed good ol’ Mandy about possibly
moving the HQ brick by brick up to York, or
Leeds, if need be! Unfortunately, for us
Northerners, this wasn’t possible for some
reason unknown to me but she gave me
advice to email Cynthia Neptune of the
Northern Magic Circle and ask about being a
member there. I thought to myself, “Northern Magic Circle - Bingo!”
I emailed them as requested and got a reply inviting me to the
Yorkshire meeting on October 21st at 7:30pm in a church in
Bradford.
I rummaged about in my box of treasures and brought out some
knives (no, not to protect myself from the strange beings that a
church may hold), some colour changing knives - fantastic effect
when performed correctly! Next my hand dragged out a couple of
sponge balls and a pack of cards. Do they really need an
introduction? I was set. I slipped into a shirt and inserted myself into
a pair of shiny shoes.

Now for my final effect - I don’t know whether I was getting too
comfortable up there but the knife didn’t “turn” properly. Uh-oh, I
messed up. I just giggled to myself - followed by a beneficial giggle
from my audience. Hey, they were entertained! I decided to rub off
the stain. I did triumph again! I was
hysterically laughing inside at the thought of
performing the same effect. Of course I did
it differently but the same outcome
happened and they were thoroughly
impressed! I sat down following my round of
applause. Cynthia welcomed me to the club
so I guess I passed. I finally can regularly talk
to magicians about... magic!
If you haven’t already performed an audition then, when you do,
please please please just have fun! I only perform magic because I
enjoy entertaining and enjoy performing. If I didn’t enjoy it, a
different me would come out with my routines. The “me” I have at
the moment when performing is just me. Nothing added, nothing
taken away. I am myself on stage and I think anyone who is
themselves on stage is seriously comfortable and is having fun.
Remember the good old saying - enjoy yourself and your audience
will enjoy you (or something of the sort).

My mum and my step-dad and I set off from Selby (near York) at
about half past six. A big mistake - not only were there roadworks
on the M62 but none of us knew Bradford. We got delayed by
about ten minutes on the motorway until the driver - my step-dad decided to zoom off at an earlier junction. To cut a long story short,
we got lost and were 25 minutes late!
When we reached the church Stevie B was waiting for us outside in
the rain... bless him. He escorted us inside and introduced me to the
rest of the group. If I remember correctly there was Joe Manning,
Michael Jordan, George Pickard and Ross Risdon there as well. They
were all on time - embarrassingly. Cynthia filled me in and invited me
into the spotlight. Well it felt like a spotlight as everyone was staring
at me like hawks!
I got on with my routine - a quick one - Sponge Balls, Ambitious
Card and finishing off with Colour Changing Knives. Sponge Balls
went excellently, the audience participating unbelievably well. The
Ambitious Card (my personal favourite effect) was also excellent. I
finished off the routine with a Card to Mouth and a Triumph add-on.
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by Daniel Woodruff
I was in Paris from the 4th till the 6th of November for a school
trip. I am currently studying A’ level French and have chosen Jean
Eugéne Robert-Houdin as my oral topic. I do not have a lot of
spare time to fuel my interest in magic but this was the perfect
opportunity to link school and magic, making life so much more
enjoyable.

sleight of hand and half-mechanical working. One of the staff gave
a talk, in French, about Robert-Houdin; my friend translated for me
and, after, I asked questions about Robert-Houdin and eventually
the lecturer turned out to be Pierre Switon who is really good
friends with Ali Bongo.
Next we went into the room of optical illusions with interactive
illusions, some baffling, and then into the room of mirrors, which
has lots of different mirrors, which were quite funny. I then went
into the shop and bought a DVD on the life of Robert-Houdin and
a poster of him.
I took lots of notes and found out lots of things. The most
fascinating thing of all is looking back at a man who revolutionised
magic forever. He was the first to work in theatres, dress in formal
attire and use advertising to draw in big crowds - which is a big
change from the magicians who used to work in fairs and on the
streets in clothing which would seem odd for a magician today.
This is why he is called the “Father of Modern Magic” and how,
even though in the eyes of the public he has been forgotten, and
though many people do not realise it, many versions of his tricks
are still used today. This means his magic has lived for over 150
years making him, in my eyes, one of the best magicians ever born.
So if you are ever in Paris please do give Musée de la Magie a visit,
you will certainly get your money’s worth, and it does not matter
too much if you do not know the language, as I think magic is a
universal language.
Christian Fechner’s display is on until 20th of January 2006 and the
website is www.muséedelamagie.com.

Musée de la Magie is situated in the heart of Paris and currently
has a big exhibition on Rober-Houdin from Christian Fechner’s
private collection, celebrating the bicentenary of his birth in 1805.
I used this opportunity to research Robert-Houdin.
I went with a French bilingual friend who is not a magician. It only
costs seven Euros for adults and four for children. There is a series
of rooms with different things in them; first was the room of
Automata - mechanical toys, some of which Robert-Houdin made,
including the King Kong that was used in the first King Kong film.
Next was the small room where you watched a small show which
was mainly for young children but still very entertaining for adults.
The magic was skilled and the patter was very fast and in French,
which did not spoil it because you could imagine what was said.
Then there was a bigger room with many tricks of Robert-Houdin
including variations on the Pendule la Mystereuse (Mystery Clock)
which runs without an obvious mechanism and Le Pâtissier du
Palais Royal (the Pastry-cook of the Palais Royal.) This was also an
automaton - a mechanical pastry-cook would bake what an
audience member would ask for. L’Oranger Merveilleux (the
Marvellous Orange Tree) was where a lady’s handkerchief and ring
were disappeared and reappeared inside an orange which grew
from the tree and held between two mechanical butterflies. Some
of these tricks were called Tricked Automata as they were half
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Is it a frog on a pond or a horse in a stable?
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By Louis Coakley Photos by Gordon Drayson
J Day, the Young Magicians Club one day convention, took place in
October and what a great day it was!
It started with all the Young Magicians gathering in the clubroom to
share their tricks and talk about what was going to happen that
day. After we were greeted by Roy in the theatre, we had a great
treat in store - a lecture by the British Magical Grand Prix Champion,
Mark Shortland.
Mark showed us four great tricks. The first trick was Mark letting a
member of the audience choose any colour car out of red, purple
and yellow. The spectator chose the yellow car and held onto it.
Mark then went up to another member of the audience and let him
choose any card and sign it. This card was replaced into the deck
and the deck was shuffled. Mark then took back the yellow card
that the member of the audience was holding and slammed it onto
the deck - but the car had disappeared!!! The deck was picked up
and looked through and when Mark found the signed card he
turned it over. On the back of the signed card was the splattered
yellow car! Mark then showed us a rope trick and also a very clever
paper and card box trick. After showing us all the tricks Mark then
explained in detail how they were done and how he performed
them. Mark Shortland’s lecture finished at 11.30 and after that it
was everybody’s first chance to visit the dealers.
Bruno Melling

There were three dealers’ stands and they were packed full of
magic. The three stands were Kaymar Magic, Magical Wonders and
Practical Magic. Each stand had a ton of new effects and all the
dealers were very willing to perform the magic for each and every
customer. After everyone had a chance to visit the dealers, the
Close Up competition started with a whole range of different and
exciting acts.
First up was Steven Bridges. He brought his act all the way from
Newcastle and it was packed with magic from the word go. Then
up came Daniel Brooks with his mix of magic from the classic Cups
and Balls to swallowing ‘snakes’. We saw Owen Daniel and his
magical checkers game followed by Ben Farrar with his amazing
opening line. Up next was the nutty Michael Jordan who showed
us that surgery could be fun with his latex glove magic. Last, but by
no means least, came Matt Mottee with his magical shoe which
could hold a lot more than his foot!
After the Close Up competition it was lunchtime and another
chance to go visit the dealers. At this point everyone was being
weighed down with the amount of magic they had bought,
however the day had plenty more to offer since the Stage
Competition was about to start.

Daniel Brookes

James More

High Jinx

Joint Second Place - Close-up

Matt Mottee
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It started with Tom Anderson and his very strange arm that can
endure a very big needle. Up next was Bruno Melling with his magic
box and his confetti tube. Josh Miller was next with his linking ring
routine. James More then strolled on wearing a dickey bow and in a
blink it changed into a tie!!! The final stage performer was Mike
Williams with his gruesome cannibalistic act as he completely killed
a ferret!
Then there was another chance to visit the dealers.
At four o’clock it was the second lecture of the day which was by
Nick Einhorn. He showed us some great tricks but I think everyone’s
favourite was his money deck. He picked up a deck of cards and
showed his hands otherwise empty; then very slowly he ribbon
spread the cards and performed a turnover. When he picked the
cards up there were four coins lying on the table.

At five o’clock it was the final chance to visit the dealers because
then it was the time everyone was waiting for - the Awards
Ceremony.
The Close Up Competition was the first to be announced. There
was no third place, however there was a joint second place taken
by Matt Mottee and Michael Jordan. First place was announced
and the winner was......... Ben Farrar!!! The stage competition was
next to be judged. Josh Miller was third, in second place was Mike
Williams and first was................ James More!!! The Peter Blanchard
Literary Trophy went to Oliver Gratter and there was a new trophy
this year. It was for Member of the Year, donated by Mike Clarke,
and it was awarded to James Tetlow!!!
However there was some sad news that the Young Magicians
heard about on J day and it was that Roy Marsh is sadly resigning
as Chairman. He made a speech about it and Mandy presented him
with a tankard from us all.
Then we enjoyed the Gala show introduced by Ali Bongo. First on
was Mark Shortland with his bullet catching trick, then we watched
Ian and Friends - a puppet act. After that came Nick Einhorn who
performed some great magic and then finally on came Loki who
ended with a brilliant snowstorm.
J Day was great and it couldn’t of been better. This day couldn’t of
happened without the stage crew, Roy Marsh, Rob Page, Ali Bongo
and Mandy Davis so thanks to all of them. I can’t wait till next year.

The ‘Mob’
L to R Chris Dodd, Ross McCourt, Oliver Gratter, Joe Shellard,
Rory Jones, Chris McGeever, Owen Daniel, Troy von Scheibner

Michael Williams

Joshua Miller

Tom Ande
rson

Member of the Year - James Tetlow

Owen Danie
l

Steven Bridges
Oliver Gratter - The Peter Blanchard
Literary Trophy
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TRANS-SEND - a trick by
Dan Harlan brought to you
by Owen Daniel

trans-send
by Dan Harlan
Dan Harlan is a name which is well known to members of YMC; anyone who has bought
Cardtoon 1 or 2 will know that it was one of Dan’s earlier inventions. In the next issue we will be
carrying an exclusive interview with Dan but, as a taster, here is a piece that has never appeared
in print before. It is not difficult to do and is a prime example of Dan’s creative skills.

❚ effect

❚ method

The deck is divided with the spectator and magician each keeping
half. The spectator THINKS of a card in the magician’s half and the
magician THINKS of a card in the spectator’s half. Although the halves
never come near one another the two cards change places, each
ending up in the other half! The deck may be examined for it is
normal and the magician never touches the spectator’s cards.

You’ll need one and a half decks! The deck starts out with 26
duplicates but finishes clean.
To get the required cards begin with two decks.
Remove the Jokers, keeping one. Shuffle one deck thoroughly and
count off 26 cards. Use the remaining 26 cards to practise tricks such
as Card Warp, or the Mercury Card Fold, (i.e. they will not be
needed). Spread the 26 random cards that you kept face up on the
table and, from the second deck, remove the cards that match these.
Place the remainder of the second deck into its case for later.
Assemble the two banks of 26 duplicates into a single deck with the
Joker separating the sets i.e. 26, Joker, 26 duplicates. Place this
special deck into its case.
You now have two card cases - one containing a fully-prepared deck,
the other containing half a deck. Take out the half deck and look
through them. Select one of these cards to be the one you will name
during the effect. Don’t forget it! Return the half deck to its case.
Close both cases and place them together into one of your right
hand pockets and you are ready.

❚ basic moves
Remove the specially prepared deck from your pocket (it’s easy to feel
the difference since the other case is half full). Take the cards out of
the case and return the case to your pocket. You may shuffle the
special deck as long as the two sets of 26 cards do not intermingle.
Separate the deck at the Joker, giving the spectator 26 cards and the
Joker. Shuffle your half as you have the spectator shuffle his half.
Spread your cards with their faces toward the spectator and have him
think of any one he sees. Square your half face down in your left
hand in preparation for the switch.

❚ the switch
Reach into your pocket with your right hand and remove the case
containing half a deck. The audience will assume this to be the
original case and it will not arouse suspicion. Hold this case in
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right-hand dealing grip with the flap against your index finger so that
the flap opens away from you.
Bring your right hand up to the left about six inches in front of your
heart as you turn very slightly to the left. Use your left hand (still
holding 26 dupes) to open the flap of the case. The audience cannot
see into the case and will assume it to be empty - plus, you will
immediately act like you are placing the left hand’s cards into the
case. In fact, you are merely sliding them behind it. They end up held
by your right hand completely hidden by the case. The illusion of
placing them into the case is perfect, just don’t make a big deal
about it. Do it casually, quickly and smoothly.
What you do next depends on whether you are seated or standing.
Seated: Bring your right arm down against the table’s edge with your
right hand positioned above your lap. Release the rear 26 cards
allowing them to fall into your lap. Place the cased half deck onto the
table with its flap still open.
Standing: Use your left thumb to pull open your left breast pocket.
Begin placing the case into your pocket, but release the rear 26 cards
allowing them to fall and tilt the case so that only one of its lower
corners is in your pocket. The case should remain in view with its flap
open.
Regardless of the method you use to dispose of the 26 dupes, you
will only release the case for a moment. Gesture for the spectator to
spread his cards for you to think of one. Act like you are selecting
one of the spectator’s cards.
Pick up your cased half deck holding it dangling by the flap. Have the
spectator square his cards. All that remains is to act like the cards are
changing places, name each card (you will name the one you decided
upon earlier), then show that they are in the opposite halves. The
script below will justify all the actions and give the effect context.

❚ performance
“I’d like to give you a chance to acquire something of value.”
Remove the special deck from your pocket. “It can be anything at all,
something which you have always wanted.” Uncase the deck and
return the case to your pocket. “Tell me something you would very
much like to have.”
Shuffle, retaining the separation of the two sets of 26. Listen to the
spectator’s response. Let’s say he wants a new car. “Great! A new
car! What kind?” Listen as you begin to separate the deck at the
Joker. “Oh, a Lamborghini Diablo? Great choice! Here take about half
the deck and shuffle them.” Give the spectator 26 cards and the
Joker. You both shuffle.
“Let’s say I have a Lamborghini Diablo. I don’t, but let’s say I do. I’ll
give you a chance to get it. Here’s how. Imagine that one of these
cards is that Lamborghini.” Spread your cards with their faces toward
the spectator.
“You’ll decide which one. Don’t tell me, just think of one of these
cards, any one, and imagine it superimposed on your Lamborghini;
painted on it. All you have to do is remember that card. See it clearly
in your mind. Do you have it?” Square your half. “I’ll place your
Lamborghini into a garage (name a container appropriate to the

Dan Harlan
spectator’s desire, i.e. museum, glass case, store, etc.) for
safekeeping.” Perform the switch as you continue talking.
“You could break in and steal it, but that wouldn’t be very nice,
would it? Instead, let’s assume you have something I want. Spread
your cards with their faces toward me and I’ll look for 300,000
dollars (or whatever is appropriate).” Gesture for the spectator to
spread his cards. “Let’s see... could you go back just a bit? Yes, right
there. I’ve found the one I want.” This is a bluff since you will simply
name the card you decided upon earlier but the more convincing
you are the better the overall effect will be.
“Now, we each have something the other one wants.”
Pick up your cased half deck holding it dangling by the flap.
“Somewhere in here is a Lamborghini Diablo with your name on it.
Do you remember which one it is? Good.
Square up your cards and I’ll show you how to get it. We need to
engage in a fair trade. I’ll start.
“You have the (name your card) which I have decided is worth
300,000 dollars. Watch this.” Gesture like you are grabbing the
card invisibly out of the spectator’s half and tossing it into your half.
“Now, I have it. I’d like you to try that with the card you are
thinking of. Don’t tell me what it is, but imagine it. See it painted
on your Lamborghini, then reach out and grab it. Good. Now, place
it with your cards. Let’s see how well you’ve done.” Remove your
cards from the case and show the case empty. Leave it out
somewhere. Spread your cards with their faces toward the
spectator. “Is your card still here?” Wait for the negative response.
“Well, here’s my 300,000 dollars!” Show the Ace of Spades. “What
card are you thinking of?” Wait for the response. “If everything has
gone well, you now have it. Go ahead and show everyone.” Wait
until he finds it. “There’s your Lamborghini. Don’t you wish it was
really that easy?”
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things that you might want to beg, borrow or steal (in a magical sense!)

★★

The Paul Gordon Diary Trick

medium skills

by Paul Gordon (New and improved) ❚ reviewed by Ian Vallance
Paul Gordon has reissued his diary trick with some updates (excuse the pun).
The diary has been replaced by a ‘Birthday Book’ and, while the cover is a
much more sensible green compared to the original cream cover and there
are some additional pages with star signs, birthstones and flowers, I still
don’t feel it is durable enough to survive handling over a long period of
time.
The effect is that a spectator names a date and then picks a card which is
found to match the named card printed alongside the date chosen in the
birthday book. A very clever use of the Bart Harding Stack, and the ability
to force a card, makes this trick possible and Paul even provides a cunning
crib sheet for those who doubt their ability with the stack.
The cover, the handling and the method are a definite improvement on
the original but I still have doubts about the prop’s durability and would
personally be more comfortable using a diary rather than the less
common ‘Birthday Book’. If
you do, or are considering
£15.00 post
paid from
doing, a diary trick why not
www.PaulG
ordon.net/c
take a look at this method
atalog
and consider the twists for
yourself.

Value for mo
ney?

7/10

8/10 Amaze your frien
ds?

Howard Faye

Worth the p
rice?

volume 10, number 6 • 16

8/10

secrets-10.6 text 20

18/5/06 20:20

Page 15

The Boris Wild Marked Deck

★★
medium skills

❚ reviewed by Matthew Field
Among the things in magic I never, ever thought I’d see is a marked deck coming straight from a sealed
Bicycle box. But here it is and it’s a dandy.
Boris Wild took the Ted Lesley marking system and adapted it so that
the marks could be read more easily from a spread deck. His work
with marked cards is first rate. The
marks are subtle and you
need to know what you are
age st
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p
c.
in
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looking for, of course £16.0
from
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that’s what makes the
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system effective, although
The
ic.co.uk
ag
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like the Lesley deck this is
www
a “working performers”
ney?
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system and someone
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V
riffling through the backs
s?
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might spot some moving
ie
fr
Amaze your
marks. The subtle
markings also require
adequate lighting
ractice?
Worth the p
conditions, as with
virtually any marked
deck.

9/10

9/10

10/10

The deck is packaged
with an instruction sheet along with several hints for tricks to perform
with the deck. This is more than a trick - it’s a utility item which is very
highly recommended.

Encyclopedia of Rope Tricks

★★
medium skills

❚ reviewed by Matthew Field
There are some reference books that belong on any magician’s ‘five foot shelf of magic’ (or three
metres). Bobo’s New Modern Coin Magic, Rice’s Encyclopedia of Silk Magic, Giobbi’s Card College
. . . you get the idea. These are the books which contain the basic knowledge of our Art and one
of the classics is Stewart James’ Encyclopedia of Rope Tricks, originally published in three volumes
by Abbotts. Squash Publishing has assembled the best of all three volumes, re-edited and revised
the material, and added an introduction by Mac King to produce an impressive and invaluable
book.
Some may say, “I don’t do rope tricks.” Mac King was one of those but in the book’s
introduction he tells how a rope trick changed his life. Packs small, plays big, that is an
attractive feature of rope magic, and within the covers of this volume you’ll find hundreds of
tricks - Cut and Restored Rope, dozens of trick knots, penetrations, the Thumb Tie and a
chapter on Stewart James’ astonishing Sefalaljia - the rope which ties itself in a knot while its
middle is enclosed in a box.

Published b
y Squash Pu
blishing
£40.00 post
paid Magic Books
by Post www.magic
booksbypost
.co.uk

Value for mo
ney?

9/10

9/10 Amaze your frien
ds?
Worth the p
ractice?

10/10

This is not every trick ever written using rope but it is comprehensive. In these pages you will find material from the likes
of Ellis Stanyon, Floyd Thayer, R.W. Hull, Carl Brema, Eddie Joseph, U.F. Grant, Hen Fetsch, Winston Freer, Robert Harbin, Martin Gardner,
Larry Becker, Peter and Elizabeth Warlock, and Jay Marshall.
This is a great book, lovingly produced, and it belongs on the shelf of every serious magician.
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Ben Farrar
What kind of magic do you enjoy most?
Close-Up because I like the spontaneity and apparent simplicity of it.
What do you enjoy most about Secrets?
I particularly like the reviews section; it’s nice to know what new
magic is on the market. I also like Ali Bongo’s puzzles.
Favourite Magic Video?
I don’t own a single magic video or DVD! I prefer to buy books
because they let me learn at my own pace. Sometimes you don’t
need to buy the DVD if you watch the demo video on the internet
closely enough!
Strongest non-magical performing influences?
Bill Bailey and Rob Brydon - two really funny comedians with
distinctive styles.
Strongest magical influences?
Tommy Wonder, Juan Tamariz and John Bannon. Oh and my
dad’s wallet!
Favourite store for magic or inspiration?
I’m a Davenports man myself but magicshop.co.uk is amazing as
well; they always seem to be the first place to get the new effects.

Interview
Age? 17.

Favourite Magic on TV?
Without a doubt it has to be all the Derren Brown stuff.

Current Home?
Winchester in Hampshire.

Which Magician would you most like to be and why?
Houdini - if he was alive and a little bit taller!

Joined the Young Magicians Club?
January 2003.
Hobbies?
Magic!!! Also drumming, drama and music.
Favourite Magic Book?
“Class Act” by Tony Binarelli and “The Books of Wonder” by
Tommy Wonder.
Favourite Non-Magic Book?
“Nineteen Eighty Four” by George Orwell.
Favourite Film?
“The Life and Death of Peter Sellers”.
Favourite Record / CD?
I like most types of music; I particularly like Jack Johnson, Led
Zeppelin, and Bob Marley.
Favourite Magicians?
Juan Tamariz for his ability to make me feel like a muggle every
time he performs, Rene Lavand for his poetic presentations,
Finn Jon for pure perfection and Paul Harris for his amazing
inventions. Also Penn and Teller because they’re so original.

If you had your own TV chat show and could interview any three
people - real or fictitious, dead or alive - who would they be?
Leonardo da Vinci for the breadth of his mind. Superman - he could
teach me to fly almost as well as Copperfield. Harry Potter - he
could teach me how to do real magic.
Tip for anyone getting into magic?
Get into a local magical society. Talk to every magician you can,
chances are they know more than you. Be careful of DVDs as they
don’t let you interpret the tricks yourself. But most importantly have
fun whilst performing - it shows!
Some people I would like to thank in magic for either their help or
encouragement?
Everybody at the YMC, they’ve all been great, especially Mandy
Davis, Roy Marsh, the technical crew and all the members.
Huge thanks to all the guys at the Winchester Magical Society and
the Associated Wizards of the South. I’d also like to thank my
friends for not getting bored of me constantly saying “I could do a
trick with that pencil etc”. Also my family for constant support and
taxi service. And anybody who’s ever supported me or given me
advice.
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Magical Wonders
Fulfilling the Needs of the Magic Community Since 1985

Over 500 effects in stock
Dozens of Exclusives
Distributors for Axtell Products from the U.S.A.
Spring and Summer Sales
Private Customer Sales
Same-Day Turn-a-round on all orders
Competitive prices
Best Service in the business (Probably!)

Telephone / Fax / E-mail orders welcome
Credit Cards (MC, Visa, Switch, Solo, JCB & Maestro) accepted, NO extra charge

AND we’re really nice!
Annual Catalogue £5.00 (includes £5.00 in vouchers)

Yes, we have MOVED and we’re
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!
For more information and to keep
up-to-date with all the new magical
happenings at Kaymar, you really
should be on the
Kaymar Newsletter Mailing List.
IT’S FREE
Just send your name and address to:
The Kaymar Magic Co Ltd
Unit 3, 108 Croft Road
Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV10 7DN

Magic is our
Business
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.M er
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Myles & Patti Sinclair, 9 Canterbury Road,
Watford, Herts. WD17 1QT
Tel: 01923 467956 • Fax: 01923 220653
E-mail: magic@hey-presto.demon.co.uk

All Change at
Kaymar Magic

We are Magic Dealers based in Yorkshire, and are dedicated to providing commercial magic
to magicians of all ages and abilities. In the shop, we have over 1500 items in stock,
including many exclusives. Our range includes Wayne Dobson, Mikame, Tenyo, Tora Magic.
and lots more. We are particularly proud to be one of the few magic dealers in Europe to stock
the high quality Viking/Collectors Workshop range.
Now booking Dealer Dems for 2005/6 - ring for details.
We are open every day except for Sunday’s from 9.00 - 5.00.
If you would like a copy of our 2004/2005 catalogue, just send us your
address, and we’ll be happy to send you one - FREE!
Merlins, 15 The Springs, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF1 1QE
Tel: 01924 339933 email: merlins@btconnect.com www.merlinswakefield.co.uk

It’s Always Magic at..............................MERLINS
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literally
by Owen Daniel

this issue: the end
It was a year and a half ago that I first
started this column. Now, nine issues later, I
have come to the decision to end it. Since
writing the first sentence in July 2004 several
things have changed: firstly, my name has
been altered nearly every issue. Secondly, the
“couple of months” that I referred to initially
changed into a considerably longer time.
Thirdly things have ‘perked up’ in the world
of magic literature; it still remains a fact that
DVDs and E-books are gaining an ever steady
growth in popularity but the ‘solid page’ is
putting up a good fight, with many excellent
titles being produced in the last few months.
At the same time, we have seen the quality
of DVDs decline - with reviews of a recent
three-volume set concluding that you should
save the ‘money’; this can only be a good
thing for books.
Finally, we saw the passing away of our
editor Pete McCahon, who started my
interest in magic journalism. It is a shame
that he is not able to reflect with us on the
changes in magic and how we, as magicians,
have developed.

me at magico@comic.com. I am always
happy to help with a query.
Here are the last books recommended in this
series:
Card College Volumes 1-5 by Roberto Giobbi
(approx. £30 each)
Essential reading for anybody into card
magic. The books progress in skill
requirements, making it a good course for
beginners, teaching you the early essentials
and then moving on to technically
demanding moves. Each section of the books
is concluded with two or three effects using
the technique taught. The final book is a
collection of the author’s favourite effects.
Impro: Improvisation and the
Theatre by Keith Johnston
(approx. £10)
An excellent book about

improvisational theatre by the man who is
said to have revolutionised the field.
Although not strictly all that relevant to
magicians, it is an excellent book to help
you develop your general acting skills, and
help you create spontaneous bits of drama.
There are loads of exercises and games that
I guarantee you will want to try out with a
friend. It is available from most bookshops.
New Modern Coin Magic by JB Bobo
(approx. £25)
The largest, most important text on coin
magic. Although a bit dated, it teaches you
almost everything you need to know about
coin conjuring, looking at both stage and
close up presentations. If you want to take
coin magic further the next books to get
are Expert Coin Magic of David Roth and
Coin Magic both written by Richard
Kaufman (both approx. £35)
Stewart James in Print: The first 50 Years
and The James File by Stewart James,
edited by Allan Slaight (Approx. £180)
This book (in three volumes) is
the largest text on conjuring in
existence... not only that, it is
all the material of one man!
Every trick is easy to do and
requires only a minimal
amount of card ability.
Amongst the effects are
some of the most
respected and
astonishing selfworking
effects ever
created.

Over the course of the series I touched on
most topics but left the major practical
studies untouched. I realised that if I wrote a
column on card, coin and mentalism books I
would be subject to objection from paper,
silk, and rope practitioners - amongst others!
There is a wealth of sources already
identifying the best reads on these
topics and I presume that if you were
keen on lesser-known fields, then you
would already be aware of the best
resources.

Strong Magic by
Darwin Ortiz (approx.
£25)
This book looks at theory and
how to be a good performer.
Although you will not find
yourself agreeing with
everything that Ortiz says,
there are several points in here
that were new to me. This book is
geared towards the close-up
magician.

Below I have listed a few books that were
not mentioned in any of my columns. I
consider them all worthy of your attention
and so have decided to include them
below; some are favourites, others
are musts for collectors, and some
are just excellent.
All that remains for me to say is:
keep reading and enjoying your study
of magic. If you have any questions or
feedback on the series, feel free to contact
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here’s an easy effect
that’s inexpensive to
make

yo-yo magic
by Ian Adair

❚ effect

Centre of
string

The performer tells the audience how a bully snatched a little
girl’s yo-yo and destroyed it. He threaded the string of the yoyo through the drinking straw he had just used and then believe it or not - cut right through the middle. Both parts of
the straw are seen to be cut. However, being clever at magic,
you make a few waves over the yo-yo and, when withdrawn, it
is completely restored. It can even be made to run up and
down the string!

Slot
cut in
straw

❚ what you
need
A yo-yo.
Some readers may already possess one but, if not, they are
cheap to buy.
A drinking straw.
You will need a number of these if you intend repeating the
trick at future shows since one is destroyed each time.

❚ preparation
Using a sharp craft knife cut a small slot into the straw around
the central area (see Illustration). This can hardly be seen during
performance and should be kept to the rear.
Have the yo-yo nearby.

❚ working &
presentation
Using the patter presentation regarding the yo-yo being snatched
from the little girl, display it and, if able, manipulate several moves
using it. Hold the straw in your left hand whilst the right lowers the
string of the yo-yo into it via the top. Allow the end to protrude
from the base of the straw. Now change positions so the string top
is uppermost, the yo-yo protruding from the bottom of the straw.
Bend the straw over, in half, just at the necessary area where the
slot is and, holding both ends of the straw together, you will find
that when you take a pair of scissors to cut through the central
section, the top blade automatically goes under the string which is
made to come through the slot. Make sure you angle the bent-over
straw away from the audience as you do this. Close the scissors and
SNIP!
Clench your fingers around the cut area. Either wave your fingers
over it all or blow. Pull both parts of the straw apart showing this
have been cut in two whilst the yo-yo has now been completely
restored. Remove the yo-yo and show it still works.
Happy yo-yo-ing!
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PRACTICAL
MAGIC
...the name says it all
Specialists in magic for children’s
entertainers, plus loads of stage items
and a HUGE range of silks.
What did Luke Lamont say in the last
issue? “I would like to thank...Jeremy
and Cheryl Le Poidevin for always
being helpful and friendly.”
Why not find out for yourself?

01691 690789
www.practical-magic.com
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